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Christian Education Mumber 


A Word to the Wiise The THorld--and Bou! 


The world stands out on either side 


The Christian Church must give larger thought No wider than the heart is wide; 


mumeioodrte? Above the world is stretched the sky— 
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PP No higher than the soul is high. 
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CHRISTIAN EDUCATION The heart can push the sea and land t 

F Geet : : : : Farthe Ww to) ith hand; | 
if the Christian life is to be lifted to higher ae hi ahaee ae 

The soul can split the sky in two, j 

levels. And let the face of God shine through. : 

ill push | 

Come to Church on But Hast and West will push the heart 

That cannot keep them pushed apart; i 

Education Sunday, January 27, And he whose soul is flat—the sky ! 
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and hear your pastor tell about it. Bye cose igo hin by eAne Dy: 


—Edna St. Vincent Millay, from ‘‘Renascence’’ 


Confirmation Class at St. 
Paul’s (Dubs’) Church, 
West Manheim Charge, 
Hanover, Pa., the Kev. 
Edwin M. Sando, pastor. 


(This is a rural Church, 
located in the open coun- 
try. It is the largest of 
four congregations in the 
charge, which has a mem- 
bership of 426. This class 
of 40, of whom 36 are on 
the picture, was the larg- 
est confirmed by Pastor 
Sando.) 
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Symposium: Why Lam Glad I Chose a Church School 


(Read this vital testimony of undergraduates and graduates of our institutions) 


This, indeed, is an interesting question. 
Its answer requires almost as much thought 
and consideration as the actual selection 
of the school required three years ago, 
when it was our great pleasure and oppor- 
tunity to select the institution of higher 
edueation in which to prepare for life’s 
work. At that time we carefully consid- 


ered the advantages and disadvantages of 
the various types of schools, finally se- 
lecting the Church school of which we are 
now a student. But why the Church school 
rather than an institution conducted by 
the State or private individuals? 

In considering an answer to this ques- 
tion we are reminded of James J. Hill, 
who onee said, ‘‘The small Christian col- 
lege is the hope of America. Character is 
essential to statesmanship, and these Chris- 
tian colleges are vital factors in the de- 
velopment of character.’’? The develop- 
ment of character has always been empha- 
sized by the Church college, and together 
with the maintainance of a high scholastic 
standard and the instilling of high ideals, 
has been its fundamental aim, 

The Church college seeks to train young 
men and young women for Christian lead- 
bership. It has seen fit to go beyond the 
training of han¢s, beyond the training of 
the mind, into tle development of charac- 
ter and the enrichment of the soul—essen- 
tial requirements of Christian leadership. 
Members of its faculty have not only 
scholarship and culture, but also the abil- 
ity to inspire and make one enthusiastic 
to follow Christian ideals and activities. 
They prepare students for the professions 
and occupations of life. but at the same 
time stimulate a ‘‘wide vision of better 
living and richer effort.’’? The environ- 
ment of the class room and campus calls 
forth the spirit of true Christianity and 
sacrifice. Someone has well said, ‘‘A vis- 
itor should be able to recognize a Church 
college the moment he sets his foot on the 
campus!’? Finally, the Chureh college pro- 
vides, through its curriculum and its relig- 
jous services, for the religious instruction 
and spiritual development of its students. 
Each is arranged so as to afford the spirit- 
ual stimulus and uplift so necessary to the 
student in his world of materialism and 
the hustle and bustle of his everyday life. 

After spending four years in college we 
believe that the student of the Chureh col- 
lege leaves his Alma Mater to cast his 
lot with humanity feeling that his Chureh 
provided a ‘‘little world’? in which he 
was able to ‘‘grow in wisdom, in stature, 
and in favor with God and man.’’ He is 
wont to- feel now that his is the ‘‘Chris- 
tian motive’’ rather than the ‘‘career mo- 
tive’? so often emphasized in the State 
and private institutions. His is the mind 
of Christ rather than the mind of the 
‘world.’ 

It is for these reasons that we are glad 
that we selected a Chureh school-as the 
institution of higher education in which 
we should prepare for our life’s work. We 
shall continue on life’s journey and, ‘‘for- 
getting those things which are behind and 
reaching forth unto those things wh'ch are 
before, press on toward the mark for the 
prize of the high eall'ng of God in Jesus 
Christ.?7 

John B, Frantz, ’30, 
Franklin and Marshall College, 
Lancaster, Pa. 


T am glad TI chese a Church college, be- 
cause the Chureh has always been a leader 
for good. And ‘‘this grand old college,’’ 
founded under ‘‘the benign influence of 
Christianity,’’? is ever trying to uphold 
the Christian ideals. I am gilad. too, be- 
cause the faculty is composed of Christian 


men who are always ready to help me ad- 
just my thinking on religious and moral 
problems. Likewise, the fellowship and 
comradeship of Christian students are in- 
spiring and create an ideal campus life. 
As this college is affiliated with the Re- 
formed Church, I have a joyful feeling of 
being a part of the great organization 
working with God to develop His Kingdom 
on earth. 


John M. Witmer, ’30, 
Ursinus College. 


The interest which the controlling body 
of a Church college takes in the religious 
welfare of its students, as evidenced by 
sponsoring Christian organizations on the 
campus, providing daily worship in chapel 
service, and even taking an interest in the 
welfare of local and neighboring Churches, 
makes me more than satisfied that I chose 
such a college. The result of such a pol- 
icy is seen in the type of students at- 
tracted to its threshold. Here are brought 
together into one fellowship sympathetie 
and determined young people inspired by 
a vision of future’ service. Moreover, 
faith, the core of their vision, is given a 
means of growth. Here it is then, the 
vision and altruism of youth—and youth 
is a time of high resolve—fostered in its 
development for a life of noble service. 
What more could be asked of a college 
than that it provide on the one hand an 
education and on the other an inspira- 
tion to attain it? For me this is suf- 
ficient. 


J, Paul English, ’30, 
Ursinus College. 


I am happy to have made such a choice 
because of the influence of the Church 
college for the highest good and the in- 
centive to press on toward one’s goal. 
Every Christian young man realizes today 
in some degree a spirit of freedom as he 
faces the realities which edueation intro- 
duces to his thinking. The infinite truth, 
foundation of the Church college, certainly 
does make for the highest expression of 
this freedom. To me the Church college 
has given living meaning to the words of 
John Ruskin which T have long cherished, 
“And the entire object of true education 
is not merely to be industrious but to 
love industry. not merely learned but to 
love knowledge, not merely pure but to 
love purity, not merely just but to hunger 
and thirst after justice.’’ 

William H. Denney, Jr., ’30, 


Ursinus College. 


There ave reasons of conviction why I 
am glad that I have attended a Chureh 
school. Almost from the first glimpse of 
the portals of Cedar Crest College my 
Church school has radiated principles—the 
voice of the Master—upon which Ihave 
been enabled to build a life of service for 
others. The seed of all suecess I can trace 
as sown back in those days of character- 
building. This seed has grown and _ blos- 
somed into the flower of Christian eul- 
ture. The memory and influence of it help 
me daily in my own sphere of life, that 
of a min‘ster’s wife. My days and years 
of Chureh school life have been invaluable 
to me. Our President, an exemplary Chris- 
tian, was then, and st'll is, a friend of us 
all—a shepherd who knows and loves his 
sheep, His oft-remembered, cheery, ‘Good 
morning to you,’’ still vibrates in my very 
soul. Our teachers of the d'stinet arts 
and sciences had the'r varied denomina- 
tional yet deeply religious principles. I 
could not escape being influenced by the 
atmosphere of altruism and open-minded- 


ness which was inspired by their religion. 
With all the faculties of mind and the 
fiim conviction of my very soul, I do 
proudly proclaim the fact that I am glad 
I have had the privilege of attending a 
Church school. With modesty, and yet a 
burning inward pride, I cannot resist ex- 
alting Cedar Crest, my Alma Mater. 
Jeanette Ritter Heller. 
York, Pa, 


On the seal of my Alma Mater appear 
these Latin words, ‘‘Religio, libertas et 
scientia.’’? Beneath this inscription are 
three figures. The central figure holds aloft 
the torch of freedom, while the one on 
her right reads the open Bible, and an- 
other on her left peers into the universe 
to determine the laws which govern life. 

Our lives are threefold—spiritual, moral 
and physical—which should be developed 
simultaneously. The beauty and mystery 
of art and science serve only to enhance 
religion and a deep-seated reverence for 
the Divine adds grace and charm to edu- 
cation. 

Anna M. Grim, 


Cedar Crest College, 1900. 


From a brief, superficial examination of 
a college which is direeted and sponsored 
by a Church organization, one would de- 
teet very little difference between that eol- 
lege and many others which have no 
Church affiliation, As a student, however, 
one cannot but sense an underlying in- 
fluence in a Church college which differen- 
tiates it from other institutions, an influ- 
ence which is difficult to define or explain. 
It is a something which one might eall an 
atmosphere or ‘‘air,’’? or perhaps the 
morale of the college; for, in general, 
those students who chose to attend a 
Church college expect and take for granted 
a high standard of moral principles and 
ideals. Rules, regulations and striet dis- 
ciplinary measures take second place to the 
prevailing standard of right and wrong 
fostered by the students, which destroys 
that feeling or revolt against compulsory 
discipline and creates and develops true 
and lofty ideals for the students. 


Catherine Kehm, ’29, 
Hood College. 


Several years ago two parents were dis- 
cussing the future of their daughter and 
resolved to send her to a Chureh college. 
They were my father and mother, and 
that was eighteen years ago. 


I am now enrolled in a Church college. 
I associate with Chr‘stian girls. I have 
the privilege of attending chapel daily, of 
repeating the Lord’s 
ing the hymns I learned in childhood. I 
am watched over by kindly superiors, who 
have my best interests at heart, and who 
do all in their power to provide wholesome 
entertainment for me and take every pre- 
caution that I shall make no false steps. 
There are few diversions to keep me from 
my studies, and I am given every oppor- 
tunity and advantage possible. As with 
me, so with all the other young women 
who attend this institution. 

Frances Appenzeller, 1930, 


Hood College. 


Attendance at a ‘Church eollege?? 
means subjecting oneself to a group of re- 
ligious standards, required chapel and ves- 
per services and the like. Although any- 
one may be inclined to chafe at such re- 
strictions and ask for the freedom to act 


(Continued on page 29) 
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HOW A CONGREGATION CAN INDUCE YOUNG 
PEOPLE TO: ATTEND A CHRISTIAN 
COLLEGE FOR TRAINING IN 
CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP 


Unless our young people are looking for highly special- 
ized courses, they ought, by all means, to be influenced 
to go to a college of their own Church, or at least to 
some other Christian college. How can they be induced 
to do so? 

They should be kept informed about what our Church 
colleges have to offer by having representatives of the 
various colleges visit the local congregation from time 
to time either to speak at a session of the Church School, 
or at a Church service. In the two cities in which I have 
recently served as pastor, during the last five years the 
local Reformed Churches have organized a School which 
we have called a School of Religion, the sessions of which 
have been held on a weekday evening for five or six suc- 
cessive weeks in the fall of the year. Each evening’s 
session has consisted of a lecture or class period and an 
assembly period. During this latter period we have al- 
ways had the President or some other representative of 
one or two of the educational institutions of the Church 
on particular evenings tell about their respective schools. 
If this plan is continued, within a few years, all of the 
educational institutions of the Church will have been pic- 
tured and presented locally. This has been found most 
valuable in informing the local congregation about what 
our colleges are and what they have to offer. 

The schools are always very ready to send catalogs 
and books of views and other printed material to prospec- 
tive students. The names of boys and girls who are look- 
ing forward to going to college, or of promising young 
people who might be influenced to go to college, should 
be forwarded by someone to be placed on the mailing lists 
of the various colleges of the Church. 

However, there is nothing quite so valuable or import- 
ant in influencing young people in this regard as the per- 
sonal interest of the pastor himself. A word judiciously 
spoken, or a suggestion tactfully given to the youth of 
the Church, or an occasional talk with the parents about 
the future of the youth of the family, will be found most 
helpful. Nor ought the pastor to wait for this until the 
preparation of the boy or girl for college is about com- 


plete, but his influence should be exerted at a time when 
it will help most effectively to shape the whole trend of 
college and life-work preparation. 
—Henry I. Sraur. 
Hanover, Pa. 


* * * 


ENCOURAGING CRIMINALS 


Few men of our time merit more universal esteem than 
Chief Justice William Howard Taft of the Supreme Court 
of the United States. It is natural, of course, that he 
should be known as a staunch defender of the law; but 
it is peculiarly gratifying that he minces no words in 
dealing with those who today are proclaiming the strange 
theory that good citizens are justified in setting at naught 
any law which they do not happen to approve. The 
most disturbing element in our national life arises, in 
his judgment, from the materialistic philosophy which 
places wealth and worldly success ahead of every other 
consideration. Having held the highest administrative as 
well as judicial office in the land, this great American is 
“learned not only in the law, but in the knowledge of the 
motives of human conduct and the manifestations of hu- 
man folly and perversity.” 


The Chief Justice was not an advocate of the 18th 
Amendment, and the “wets” have at times been glad to 
quote his fears, expressed years ago, with regard to the 
possible unwisdom of the Federal Prohibition law. It is 
to be hoped that all of them will read, mark and in- 
wardly digest what the Philadelphia Evening Bulletin calls 
“this utterance of sound Americanism and sound sense” 
from this eminent jurist: “There is a problem which un- 
questionably menaces our civilization, Our entire machin- 
ery of justice must be geared up to cope with it. Our 
police forces, our prosecuting organizations and our court 
system must all be improved until we are able to subdue 
criminal organizations. The aftermath of war, which 
made the destruction of human life a commonplace, and 
the great profits to be gained by preying upon our post- 
war prosperity, have combined to create a system of organ- 
ized crime which should arouse every responsible Amer- 
ican citizen. The nation does not yet appear to be fully 
awakened to the seriousness of this problem. As a people 
we seem incapable of effective action until we are ap- 
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proaching a crisis. Do you remember Kipling’s caustic 
lines giving his view of the American spirit? 

‘That bids him flout the law he makes, 

That bids him make the law he flouts, 

Till, dazed by many doubts, he wakes 

The drumming guns that have no doubts.’ 


“Unfortunately there is some truth in them. It is only 
too clearly manifested in the flippant views of those who 
advocate or complacently condone the nullification of 
Prohibition and other laws. To preach disrespect and 
disregard of laws duly enacted, even though they may be 
unwise, can have no other result than to encourage crim- 
nals. \Ve shall come through this crisis as we have through 
others even more grave, but to do so we must have the 
effective co-operation of all the forces of law and justice.” 

“Encouraging criminals’—that is the terse and cour- 
ageous description of what some men and organizations 
of wealth and social prestige are doing, deliberately and 
in the face of repeated warnings. They are sowing the 
wind and will reap the whirlwind. “Encouraging crimi- 
nals!” How does a journal like the New York World 
enjoy such a characterization? It simply doesn’t care. 
The unanimous judgment of the Supreme Court would 
count for little with the bright young men of that news- 
paper, who know all that is to be known—and then 
some! But how about that able weekly, The Common- 
weal, edited by Roman Catholic laymen, and presumably 
giving an interpretation of literature, the arts, and public 
affairs, from the standpoint of “the Church?” It, too, 
uses every possible chance to scoff at Prohibition and to 
pillory the Anti-Saloon League as an arch-enemy of the 
Republic. In its issue of Jan. 9, it reveals its horror at 
“an educational movement recently inaugurated by na- 
tional leaders of the Anti-Saloon League, which embraces 
an extensive plan to convert high school and college boys 
and girls'to Prohibition doctrines.” ‘Toward this end it 
is proposed,” says The Commonweal, “to send into a school 
two Prohibition workers who will stage a dramatic debate 
bringing out by argument the facts of the dry regime. 
It is scarcely necessary to point out the innate viciousness 
of such propagandism or the importance of blocking such 
methods at their inception.” (The italics are ours—Ed.) 

Well, it may not be necessary to show to Roman Cath- 
olics that such educational methods in defense of our laws 
and Constitution are “vicious,” but Protestants will not be 
easily convinced on that point. They will prefer to use 
the adjective “vicious” in connection with those who “‘flip- 
pantly preach disrespect and disregard of laws duly en- 
acted,” and who thus “encourage criminals.” But will 
The Commonweal next try its fine Italian hand in an ef- 
fort to muzzle Chief Justice Taft? We wonder. 


* * * 


CHRIST OR CHAOS 


It was the recent sneer of United States Senator Mc- 
Lean that, if the religious leaders have their way, Amer- 
ica’s first line of defense will soon consist of nothing more 
substantial than a lot of hymn-books, One is strangely 
reminded of the walls of Jericho, of Gideon’s army, of 
the exploits of the Psalm-singers, of Martin Luther’s 
radiant paean of faith: “A Mighty Fortress Is Our God.” 
But to some United States Senators these would not be 
realistic, but merely fantastic and fanatical. As someone 
has said, “It is 2,000 years since the Prince of Peace 
lived His doctrine of love—and it is still called sedition!” 


One of our most pagan journals, The Chicago Tribune, 
gives us a Samson and Delilah cartoon. Uncle Sam, to be 
sure, is Uncle Samson, with his head in the lap of the 
tempress. Delilah is “American Idealism,’ and this alien 
traitress is trying to induce Uncle Samson to allow her to 
cut off his long locks (military preparedness) in which 
his national strength is supposed to reside. She offers 
him as a substitute a bottle of hair tonic (the Peace Pact). 
The diabolical inference is obvious. What a shameful 
thing it is for “Idealism” thus to betray our poor Uncle 
into the hands of his foes. The solemn assumptions of 
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our jingoes are as inexplicable as York County’s “hexerei.” 

In these days of peace pacts and cruiser bills we need 
to be reminded of Edith Cavell’s great word, ‘Patriotism 
is not enough.” How misleading it is to read that ‘““Amer- 
icans think this and British think that and Chinese think 
something else again.” The Saturday Review of Literature 
aptly says: “These racial distinctions are not the vital ones- 
The great resemblances are human instincts and human 
ideals that sweep round the equator and north and south 
of it. The great differences are within nations. The spirit- 
ual brother of the Kentucky mountaineer is in Albania; 
yours perhaps is a Chinese Nationalist or a German stock- 
broker. Nine-tenths of ethnology and social description 
is mingled with illusion. We are individual units intensely 
conditioned by our humanity and only superficially dif- 
ferentiated by immediate circumstance. It is only lang- 
uage, table manners, and sets of second-rate ideas that 
make the barbarian in New York a stranger to the bar- 
barian in Mongolia, or savages in the slums or the back 
country unaware of their kinship to anthropological sav- 
ages,” 

Instead of striving to make the whole world one neigh- 
borhood and all mankind one brotherhood, we actuaily 
have men in our Congress who think that loyalty to our 
country compels them to believe that it is in accordance 
with the will of God to draw a line across the earth and 
say: “All those on my side of that line are my brothers: 
I am 100% for them, will live and work and if need be 
die for them. But all on the other side of that line are not 
my brothers: I will regard them as potential if not actual 
enemies and will guard myself and my brothers against 
them at all hazards.” Jt is this anti-Christian philosophy 
that must be rooted out if we are to have world peace. 


In The Old Savage and the New Civilization, Raymond 
B. Fosdick gives food for serious thought to all fair- 
minded folks when he says: “What is this thing we call - 
patriotism? Once a sacred flame upon the altar, it has 
grown into a conflagration of devastating proportions. 
Once a noble passion that broke down local provincialisms 
and stretched the mind to broader loyalties, today, with 
the expansion of international life, its tendency is to nar- 
row rather than widen the sympathies of men. Once the 
issue was patriotism versus a small parochialism; now the 
issue is between patriotism and the enlarging fellowship 
of human life on the planet. Once patriotism was a unify- 
ing force that brought order among small conflicting 
groups; today, in the world-wide society of mankind, it 
has become a disintegrating force.” 


* * * 


WHAT’S THE BEST NAME FOR THIS? 


At a Men’s Congress, a well-known elder told confident- 
ially of a situation which merits attention. ‘When our 
former pastor left the field,’ said this elder, “he had 
practically all the members of the joint Consistory con- 
vinced that our Boards and their Secretaries are enemies 
to be avoided), and that it is the part of wisdom to keep 
them at a distance and refuse to pay attention to anything 
they might say or write.’ Scarcely any Church papers 
went into this field, and it is unnecessary to add that this 
pastor did nothing to encourage the reading of denomina- 
tional literature. Such articles as, for instance, Dr. Trux- 
al’s series of studies on the Constitution of our Church 
might have shown them, if they were able to do any think- 
ing, that this particular pastor 1s unfit to hold any office 
in the Reformed Church or any other, But as it is, after 
sowing the seed of suspicion and disintegration in a good 
charge for some years, this man has gone to another field, 
presumably to “farm his job” and carry on the same sort 
of propaganda against the servants of the denomination 
who have been called to their work by the Church, and 
who deserve the prayer and the whole-hearted co-opera- 
tion of all our pastors and people. 

It is said that some men are motivated’in such an atti- 
tude by the instinct of self-preservation. They mistakenly 
fear that any contributions given for benevolence will tend 
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to keep down their own salaries. Moreover, they want 
to follow the lines of least resistance and be monarchs of 
all they survey, and refuse to be bothered by busybodies 
from without, particularly by ‘‘swivel-chair experts’? whose 
activities may only serve to make their own work harder. 
But others are obsessed by the peculiar notion that the 
poor sheep must be protected from marauding “wolves,” 
and it is part of their duty as pastors to “sit on the lid” 
and guard the pocketbooks of their parishioners, just as if 
the people did not know how to say “No” to the chal- 
lenges of Christ’s work at home and abroad, without the 
encouragement of such short-sighted spiritual advisors, Jf 
there is one thing in this world over which a nunister does 
not need to lose any sleep, it is the fear that his people 
will become too unselfish, and that they will give too much 
for the Lord’s work. It is a New Testament injunction 
that our giving ought to be so spontaneous, so glad, so 
radiant as to be actually “hilarious.” It would be inter- 
esting to record the percentage of members in your Church 
who have reached this stage of “hilarity” in their gifts to 
the Lord. 


Dr. T. H. Lewis not long ago stated the case in such 
forthright fashion that the MressENGER would like you to 
read what he said: “The way some pastors present the 
Lord’s causes from their pulpits has no intention nor ten- 
dency to promote hilarity in the givers. It has rather the 
appearance of a dentist about to extract a tooth, and say- 
ing to the victim, “Now, this is going to hurt some, but 
it will soon be over!” Such pastors keep all appeals for 
money as far away from their people as possible. Their 
attitude toward Secretaries is that of a detective watching 
a bootlegger; as if they suspected he was smuggling in 
some sort of intoxicant under the influence of which his 
people might give too much and become too merry over 
its 


If such undermining of denominational plans and pro- 
grams, such unkind and unbrotherly opposition to the ex- 
tension of God’s Kingdom, is not to be recognized and 
characterized as rank treason, by what name should it be 


called? 
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“CHRIST FOR THE WORLD WE SING” 


With the special thought of Foreign Mission Day, and 
in view of the challenge to urgent evangelism at this time, 
it is peculiarly appropriate that we should have that well- 
known lyric, “Christ For the World We Sing,” as our 
Memory Hymn for the month of February. 

Samuel Wolcott, a Congregational clergyman, born at 
South Windsor, Conn., in 1813, who served as missionary 
in Syria, Secretary of the Ohio Home Missionary Society, 
as well as in pastorates in several American cities, was the 
writer of this inspiring hymn. He tells us that he at- 
tended a Y. M. C. A. convention in Ohio in 1869, at which 
he saw over the pulpit, in letters of evergreen, the motto: 
“Christ for the World, and the World for Christ.” It 
was on his way home from this meeting, walking alone 
through the streets, that he put together the four stanzas 
which have been sung by millions of his fellow Chris- 
tians, and which are likely to be used by generations yet 
unborn. The tune, Cutting, by the popular American 
composer, William Fisk Sherwin, has helped to make this 
hymn a favorite among all those who study it. You 
cannot help noticing its simplicity, directness and fervor, 
for it speaks the language of the heart. It is natural that 
it should rank high among the missionary hymns found in 
the hymnals of practically all the Churches. If you do 
not already know this hymn, be sure to make it your own 
during February. . 


* * * 


“STUMPED” 


It seems almost like telling secrets out of school, but 
publicity is the best cure for some evils, so we propose to 

ss on this communication from a valued friend: 

“Esteemed Editor: I don’t believe I need tell you that 
I love the Reformed Church. On both sides of the house 


CHURCH 
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my family has been ‘echt Reformirt’ for generations, and 
I have never wavered in my loyalty. I heard Dr. Richards 
at a recent Synodical meeting extol the educational insti- 
tutions of our denomination, and I agreed fully with the 
view that, in proportion to our size, no Church excels us 
along this line at home or abroad. If I were not writing 
to you, | would add that we have in the MEssENGER a 
denominational organ that is unexcelled. Also, I think 
our Orphans’ Homes are ‘hard to beat.’ If I wanted to go 
into details, I could probably drum up a number of other 
minor matters which should give us satisfaction as a people. 
But I may as well confess right off the reel that when I 
saw a year or more ago that we stood twenty-second among 
twenty-six leading denominations in our benevolent giving 
and, as you remarked editorially, were ‘pulling down the 
average for all of Protestantism,’ I felt quite sheepish 
about it and have had no little trouble in hunting up a 
satisfactory alibi. The other day, however, when my pas- 
tor called my attention to a statistical table in the Federal 
Council Bulletin, showing percentages of increase or de- 
crease in mentbership, and I saw that we rated lowest (with 
0.6% ), with the single exception of the Colored Method- 
ists, I actually felt stumped. Is there any good reason 
why we should rate so low in accessions? If we deserve 
to live, can we not meet the fervent challenge of the Presi- 
dent of General Synod and get together now in a campaign 
of evangelism which will increase our numbers to 400,000 
by the meeting of our General Synod? Is not our slow 
rate of growth a disgrace to us? If so, how shall we 
recover from this pitiful slump?” 

The MEssENGER does not exactly wonder that some of 
our loyal workers feel “stumped.’’ We have, on a num- 
ber of occasions, commented on the general subject and 
are likely to do so again, especially during 1929, when 
much will probably be said about the movement for Church 
union. At this time, however, we prefer to challenge such 
readers as have the most optimistic outlook, to write brief 
replies which may encourage this correspondent, who de- 
clares that he feels ‘‘stumped.’”’ For the best letter of not 
over 300 words, received by February 10, we will give a 
valuable prize. Here is a chance to be of real service to 
a brother who has apparently become somewhat despond- 
ent. Who knows how many others may feel very much 
as he does? At any rate, if you believe there is a single 
good reason why the Reformed Church should show such 
a small percentage of increase, why not say it out loud? 

oat Tet 


CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP AND COLLEGE 
TRAINING 


Would you like to be a Christian leader no matter where 
you are or what your occupation is? Then think of these 
things : 

1. One out of 40 college graduates accomplishes some- 
thing noteworthy, while only one out of 10,000 who have 
no college education attains distinction. Over 60% of those 
whose names appear in Who’s Who are college graduates. 

2. A leader to be successful must have moral character 
and will power. These qualities are developed in the Chris- 
tian Coliege as nowhere else. 

3. A leader must have all his powers developed, and this 
includes his spiritual as well as his physical and mental 
powers. These spiritual forces of the soul can best be 
developed in a Christian atmosphere. In the average 
Christian college 82% of the students and most of the 
faculty are Christians. Christian personality is attained 
by contact with Christian people. This is possible partic- 
ularly in a small Church college where students and teachers 
learn to know each other personally. 

4. You will get one dollar’s worth of goods for every 
40 cents you spend, if you go to college. That’s a fairly 
good bargain, isn’t it? The tuition you pay covers only 
40% of the expenses of the college. The endowment and 
Church donations pay for the other 60%. 

5. About 5,000 new recruits are needed each year to 
supply the Church in the U. S. with workers, such as 
ministers, teachers of religion, missionaries, etc. Wouldn’t 
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you like to be one? But 4,000 of these come out of our an open-forum attitude. They have owners who allow 
colleges. Evidently four-fifths of them realize that a their editors to speak their mind, and editors who allow 
college training increases the power and value of their their contributors to speak in their turn. 
service. vastly tonic. 

6. If, as we believe, a college education is necessary There are many Churches which apply the same prin- 


to prepare one for Christian leadership, why not enter 
one of our Reformed Church colleges, such as Franklin 
and Marshall, Heidelberg, Ursinus, etc., which are recog- 
nized colleges by the College Associations of 
the country? will send you information, if vou 


write. ==), lake Youre 
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PREPARE FOR PEACE 


It seems to us that there should be a special expression 
of gratitude for the adoption of the Kellogg Peace Pact 
by the United States Senate with but a single dissenting 
vote, It would be well to thank God in every Church next 
Sunday. We realize fully the attempt of certain Senators to 
belittle the importance of the Pact. Some did all they 
could by the use of scorn and cynicism to make it ap- 
pear that the Treaty amounts to nought. But, although the 
Senate did its best to appear grudging and as little hand- 
some as possible, nevertheless we agree with The New York 
Times that we may all rejoice in the great step that has 
been taken, for the ratification of this Peace Treaty is “a 
great gift to the nation.’ 

Now will come the struggle over the increase in arma- 
ments, and it is interesting to note how many of the Amer- 
ican newspapers which favored the Peace Treaty are trying 
to demonstrate that the building of war ships is in no sense 
out of harmony with the renunciation of war as a means 
of settling disputes between nations. Already, according 
to the Armaments Year Book, the yearly cost of providing 
and maintaining the armies and navies of the “civilized” 
nations of the world is $3,500,000,000. Weare thankful 
to Alfred Noyes for his ironical lines concerning the strange 
people known as the Ghastroi. His description of them 
ought to be seriously pondered by all those who say that 
preparation for war is the best way of maintaining: peace. 
The lines run as follows: 

“Their dens are always ankle-deep 
With twisted knives, and in their sleep 
They often cut themselves; they say 
That if you wish to live in peace 
The surest way is not to cease 
Collecting knives; and never a day 
Can pass, unless they buy a few; 
And as their enemies buy them too, 
They all avert the impending fray, 
And starve their children and their wives 
To buy the necessary knives.” 

re See 3 


THE OPEN FORUM MIND 


“Vou will discover,” said a Mexican friend, “that we 
Mexicans do not understand or appreciate the ‘open-forum 
method.’”? He spoke the truth. Mexico does not relish 
the open discussion of unpopular points of view. She 
has written into her constitution that the press shall be 
free, and that liberty of speech shall not be abridged, but 


her practice does not accord with her theory. Mexico is. 
not alone in her distrust of the open-forum method. There 


are any number of people in the United States who can- 
not bear to have things talked over in the open. 

The great war is largely responsible. We put a good 
many people into bad jails for their talk. Some of these 
people were fools and some were saints, but when jailing 
for free speech begins, there is no discrimination between 
fools and saints. Our policemen are not able to distinguish, 
as they are not able to pick bad books from good in 
Boston. 

The “open-forum” idea has grown to great proportions 
in the United States. In every city, and in many towns, 
people get together to listen to men and women with 
whom they do not agree. They listen, question, debate, 
weigh, and it is good. 

There are a few newspapers in the country who keep 


ciple to their ministers, and who realize that the test of 
the stature of a Church is the degree to which they are 
willing to listen to uncomfortable opinion. 


(Continued on Page 24) 
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THE PARABLE OF THE LAUNDRY CONTEST 


I sojourned for the space of Three Months in a certain 
city. And I had to look after mine own eee And 
I beheld a Laundry Agency not far from where I abode, 
and there I took such Garments as I had that were in need 
of Washing. 

And a Young Woman took my parcel, and told me on 
what day my Garments would be ready. 

And I came on that day, and took and paid for them. 

And she said, I thank thee for this Business, and hope 
that thou wilt come again. 

And I said to myself, She is a courteous damsel, and I 
will make it a point to go thither again. 

And the next time she said, I am glad to see thee back; 
for there is a Contest among the Laundry Agencies, and 
all new Business doth help me. 

And I said, If it is an help unto thee, I am glad. 

And the next time I inquired, What is this Contest? 

And she said, The Laundry hath Fourteen Agencies 
in different parts of the City and this is one of them. And 
they have figured an One Hundred Per Cent. of Normal 
Business on the basis of what hath been, so that each 
Agency shall have its own past record as its ground for 
improvement. And each Agency that doth increase its 
own Hundred Per Cent. hath a small Bonus, but the one 
that hath the Largest Increase shall have a prize of Ten 
Shekels. 

And I said, | hope they come to thee. 

And she said, I think I have a Chance, 

So each time I went in, I inquired of her, saying, How 
is the Contest? 

And she said, We do not know yet, but we are all work- 
ing Mighty Hard, and I think I am ahead. 

Now there came a morning when she said unto me, 
The Contest is ended, and I won the Prize, and I know 
just what to do with the Ten Shekels. 

And I said, I am glad thou hast them to spend. 

And she said, The Contest hath resulted in a Nice Little 
Increase in the Business all over the City. And most of 
the Agencies got the Bonus for raising their Hundred Per 
Cent. So are we all Pleasured, and the Laundry is Happy. 

And I said, If it be that it hath worked for the Benefit 
of all, then am I the more glad. 

And she said, Many people in this Business seem to 
think that if Business is Good, that is satisfaction enough. 
But I think that when Business is Good, that is a good 
time to make it Better. 

And I said, I feel that way about the World, and Society, 
and Salvation. It is not enough to save the situation from 
Bankruptcy or Sin; but they who are doing Fairly Well 
should provoke one another to love and good works, and 
so make the world still Better. 

And she said, And now having won my Prize, Tam 
very desirous that Business still shall continue good. 

And I said, Thou shalt have mine. 

For she had discovered a rather Fine Principle. It is. 
not enough for those who are Good that they be not Bad. 
The fact that they are good is a reason and an incentive 
for their being Better. 
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RELIGIOUS EDUCATION? 
Paul M. Limbert 


Modern religious education is still in its 
adolescence, It is subject to the growing 
pains of youth—frequent confusion of 
aims, occasional lack of balance. But, 
Withal, there is the enthusiasm of youth 
and the earnest strivings of a new move- 
ment. In spite of the dangers of brief 
generalization, it is good to seek the gen- 
eral direction in which we are going, so 
that we may touch the very heart of the 
movement in religious eduecation—in our 
homes, our Churches, our colleges and sem- 
inaries. 

(1) We are moving from mass education 
in religion to concern for the individual. 
The trend is away from large general meet- 
ings to small specialized groups, from the 
old one-room school to a building equipped 
for many separate classes. The trend is 
unmistakably toward graded instruction 
and graded worship. Occasional general 
gatherings there may be for fellowship 
and inspiration, but the main business of 
teaching religion is done in small groups, 
yes, at its best, in personal contact be- 
tween teacher and individual pupil. Courses 
of study are being based upon the inter- 
ests, needs and capacities of the children 
and young people. The teacher is not con- 
tent with knowing something about the 
‘average child’’; he is eager to know 
intimately the individuals in his group. 

(2) We are moving from a partial de- 
velopment of the pupil to a complete re- 
ligious experience. Too often in religious 
education there has been a one-sided ap- 
peal: either to the emotions, as in undis- 
ciplined evangelism; or to the intellect, in 
the effort to transfer knowledge of the 
Bible or Christian doctrines; or, more re- 
cently, to conduct, with an emphasis upon 
““expressional activities’’ little related to 
other elements in the program, The meth- 
ods which are now be'ng developed are 
designed to produce a religious experience 
on the Christian level which will affect 
both the thought, the feelings and the will 
of the pupil. The learner’s entire life is 
to be changed. ‘‘The Church School should 
be not so much a place where they may 
experience religion. It should be a fel- 
lowship of children assoc‘ated in Christian 
living, under the leadership of the Church, 
and consequently growing in Christian ex- 
periences and acquiring Christian habits, 
attitudes, motives, ideals and beliefs.’’ 

(3) We are moving from personal salva- 
tion (as a motive of the pupil) to enlist- 
ment in Kingdom-building. We are taking 
seriously Jesus’ prom‘se: ‘‘He that seek- 
eth to save his life shall lose it, but he 
that loseth his life for My sake and the 
kingdom’s sake shall find it.’? We want 
to enlist even little children in Christian 
enterprises, in home, Church and commun- 
ity. We want to make our young people 
and adults effective agents in reconstruct- 
ing society as co-workers with God. This 
trend isnot inconsistent with the first- 
named concern for individuals; rather, the 
surest path toward the highest develop- 
ment of the individual is through conse- 
erated service. ‘Children grow in Chr's- 
tian character as they assist in making 
Jesus’ kind of world.’’ 

(4) We are moving from reliance on 
printed programs to an emphasis on 
trained teachers. We realize as never be- 
fore that the kev to progress in religious 
education lies in skilled leadership. If 
Christian character is caught as well as 
taught the personal influence of the leader 
js all-important. Little advance in educa- 
tional method can be made until these 
techniques hecome a part of the rener- 
toire of individual teachers. No printed 
program or text hooks, however well con- 


Someone has well said 
that the curriculum jis ninety per cent. 
teacher. Hence all the modern emphasis 
on training class and supervision in the 
local Church, summer schools and camps, 
college and seminary courses in religious 
education. 

Test these four trends by the spirit and 
example of Jesus Christ and see if they 
are not squarely in harmony with the 
methods He used in Galilee 1900 years 
ago: concern for the individual; desire for 
complete living—good motives and good 
fruit, prayer and service; calling men to 
forget themselves in devotion to the King- 
dom of God, and reliance upon the train- 
ing of twelve men as leaders rather than 
the establishment of a definite program or 
organization, 

(Note: Pastors and laymen will find a 
recent book by E. L. Shaver particularly 
helpful in this connection: ‘‘Present-Day 
Trends in Religious Edueation.’’) 

Lancaster, Pa. 
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II. THE INFLUENCE OF THE CHRIS- 
TIAN COLLEGE UPON THE 
CHARACTER OF THE 
STUDENTS 
Katharine E, Laros 
It is a distinct honor, as well as a great 
privilege to testrfy upon the above sub- 
ject, since that kind of training hes near 

and dear to the heart of the writer. 

As a Professor of a Christian College, 
trained in a s.m‘lar institution, the writer 
firmly believe that our ‘task is to train 
the womanhood and manhood of today, for 
the arduous tasks of tomorrow, in a ¢ol- 
lege where the:e abounds a life and an 
influence which develops a strong mind, 
a fine body and a beautiful soul, This is 
the spirit of Cedar Crest College for Wo- 
men in Allentown, Pa. 

One can never estimate the value of 
such an education in terms of money. Any 
young student who selects this type of 
College, where four years shall be spent 
in preliminary training for life, acts wise- 
ly. The Students and Alumnae think of 
Cedar Crest College as a literary shrine, 
‘‘where the hallowed retirement has not 
been profaned by the encroachments of 
our growing Queen City,’’ Allentown, Pa.; 
where the simple dignity of the fine build- 
ings shall always bespeak the noble asso- 
ciations of the past, and where the in- 
tellectual, spiritual and physical life shall 


. stand forever as memorials of one of the 


finest products of American culture, 

Visitors, too, shall be sure to find their 
way to Cedar Crest gates, and to the 
President’s Home, where that same simple 
dignity, love, and appreciation dwell, This 
spirit is further nurtured and cherished 
by the loyal staff of women and men and 
by a remarkable student body. 

The students of such a college are hound 
to be less troubled with the usual doubts 
and questionings that attend a young per- 
son’s choice of a life-work. They are not 
subjected to a merely formal education of 
books and facts, but they are trained to 
appreciate an aliveness which interests the 
students in the world of nature, as well 
as in human nature. Such a college gives 
a liberal education. Here the student is 
happy at work and at play. As one learns 
to strike the happy medium, the conse- 
erated leaders of these dear young people 
shall know that ‘‘when our women play 
more,—they shall create more,’’ as it has 
been expressed by a business woman. 

Cedar Crest College, as a Christian in- 
stitution, says very emphatically that her 
mission is to develop the body, the mind 
and the soul. Why? We ean then say that 
we send our students out into life, pre- 
pared to do well and beautifully the varied 
tasks before them. 


future of our race depends upon our house- 
wives. The girl in the small Christian 
College is trained to become an excellent 
home-maker, if she desires that sphere,— 
plus a diversified mental diet. 

The direct contacts made with the Fac- 
ulty, who counsel unselfishly that students 
select a varied diet in College, is another 
fine asset found here. This gives the 
opportunity to develop versatility. 

Here, too, under the care of a strong 
Student Government organization, sup- 
ported by a wise and sane Dean of Women, 
leaders are trained in correct social atti- 


.tudes and with proper moral perspective. 


Girls trained under such influences are 
better prepared to think things through 
for themselves. Through what? Through 
prejudice, precedent, style, fashion, and 
all the forms of modern folly, many of 
which are so unaesthetiec and so unbecom- 
ing to our American womanhood. 

Cedar Crest College is concerned about 
sending out into life the individual with 
a developed and a well-balanced power, 
with right ideals and wholesome enthusi- 
asins, so that the girl shall have higher 
and finer feelings and be able to express 
herself with precision and elegance. 

As Samuel Johnson onee said. ‘No one 
can think deeply without thinking relig- 
iously.’?’? With Harry Emerson Fosdick 
we say further, ‘‘No one can live deeply 
without living religiously.’’ This type of 
teaching and living is the spirit of Cedar 
Crest College and the experience of the 
writer. 

Department of Romance Language, 

Cedar Crest College, 

Allentown, Pa, 


III. WHAT CONTRIBUTION DOES THE 
CHURCH COLLEGE MAKE TO THE 
CONGREGATION WHICH 
SUPPORTS IT? 


Louise R. Heath 


The function of the Christian Chureh has 
always been to provide an environment 
which shall make more pervasive and 
fruitful the spiritual life of each of its 
members, and to promote the spiritual 
life of all who come in contact with it. 
Education, also, has always had some 
aspect of its purpose the promotion of the 
spiritual life of mankind. If recently this 
purpose has been lost sight of in some 
quarters, due to our great emphasis on 
vocational education, the need is still 
recognized for the preparation for the 
whole of man’s life, which must inelude 
the spiritual as well as other aspects. 

If these propositions are granted, it 
becomes plain that the college has a ¢on- 
tribution to make to the Church, indeed 
that at present the college is vital to the 
Church, and that the @hureh, therefore, 
may well support the college. I should 
like to state the little that I have to say 
on this,subject under four heads: 

First, any college of liberal arts tends 
to foster in its students an inereased 
awareness of the spiritual values of life. 
This is due partly to the academic work. 
Courses in art, music. literature, history 
social science and philosophy, all clearly 
serve this end, as do mathematics and the 
natural sciences, though perhaps this is 
less obvious, And this increased contact 
with and awareness of any of the major 
spiritual values must be accompanied by 
an inereased sensitivity to values of a 
specifically religious kind. 

Second, the Church college, however, has 
its particular contribution to make, for by 
its support, the Church is determining that 
the fostering in students of a sense of 
spiritual values shall be directed by those 
who are themselves impressed with the 
importance for human life of the religious 
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experience and its specific values. This tightly put away along with childish 

does not so much modify the content of things. er, importance than a 
courses, as it does determine that the Further, as one talks with college grad- 

necessary social, aesthetic, and religious uates of a few years’ standing, one’s be- 

adjustments of late adolescence shall take lief is strengthened that she is making 

place in an environment favorable to the her contribution to the spiritual life of her Now if, for 
religious life. The Church, by its support community. This return would seem to 

of the Church college, thus makes more justify the expenditure of the Church. 

probable the development of the child’s Department of Philosophy and 


religious faith, with which many students 
come, into the full religious experience of 
the adult. This change is at best a slow 
and difficult process for many, and it is 
desirable that the most favorable condi- 
tions be provided. 

Third, in addition to the reasons above, 
which would apply at any time, it is at 
present particularly desirable that college 
life of a religious sort be maintained. Ev- 
erywhere we see the need among adults for 
a deeper spiritual life. This deepening 
must come largely not to those of us who 
now bear the heat of the day, but to those 
who are now adolescents, Further, educa- 
tion and particularly scientific education 
which has become a permanent part of 
our life, needs the leavening quality of 
religion or spirituality, if it is to make 
its fullest contribution to human life. On 
the other hand, the compatibility of science 
and the religious experience is being so 
widely questioned today that we need to 
have our attention and the attention of 
students directed to the exemplification of 
this compatibility in the lives of both 
scientists and religious leaders. This ser- 
vice can well be performed by the Church 
college. 

Thus, it appears to me that the Church 
gains in at least three ways. Since the 
function of education coincides in part at 
least with that of the Church, the Church 
is thus performing its own work in sup- 
porting it. Since the student gains in- 
creased awareness of spiritual values and 
of their importance, he becomes a more 
valuable member of the Church, more 
fitted to aid the Chureh in the task of 
spiritualizing the world. Finally, since we 
live in a world which is being gradually 
permeated with the ideals of the educated, 
the Church must be aware of the intellect- 
ual values recognized by contemporary 
civilization, which can be done only by a 
membership educated as far as is possible. 

Fourth, the question remains as_ to 
whether the college actually is accomplish- 
ing this. My observations lead me to be- 
lieve that the college student when she 
leaves us is more aware of the real values 
of life—more able to think clearly on 
philosophical and religious questions— 
more able to be of definite service to the 
Churth, than she was when she arrived. 
Certain things she has lost—some of these 
must be regained only by renewed contact 
with the everyday world,—others she has 
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Let me not stumble on my way 
To higher, nobler things of life, 

Forgetting that my fellowmen 
Need help in all their strife. 


Let me not fail to share 
A Brother’s heavy load, 

’Tis not for him alone to bear 
Upon earth’s weary road. 


Let me not fail to hear 
A Brother’s pitying plea, 

No, let me help, that I may near 
My Savior ever be. 


We must be brothers all 
To reach our Father’s side, 
Else we shall never hear His call, 
‘*Come and with Me abide.’’ 


ere ee wee ew ewe we wee 


—Louise Frantz. 
Summit Hill, Pa. 


Lee 


Psychology, Hood College. 


IV. TRAINING TEACHERS OF 
RELIGION 
E, H. Zaugg 

As the Church School goes, so goes the 
Church; and as the teachers go, so goes 
the Church School. 

Teacher training is the one crying need 
in religious education today. And while 
the imperative need of such training has 
been felt by Sunday School leaders and 
religious educators for a long time past, 
very little has been accomplished thus far 
to remedy the situation. Efforts at organ- 
izing teacher training classes have been 
made in many local Churches, but as a 
rule they have continued for only a short 
time. Very few Churches have teacher 
training classes today. 

The failure of past efforts along this line 
has been due to a number of causes: 

(1) The conception of religion as a thing 
that could be ‘‘caught,’’ i, e., transmitted 
by a supernatural or mysterious way from 
one personality to another, not by an edu- 
cative process. This means that, if a 
teacher has religion, no training is neces- 
sary for passing it on to the pupil. The 
pupil just ‘‘eatches’’ it from contact with 
the teacher as he would a contagious dis- 
ease. 

(2) The voluntary nature of the service 
required of teachers in Chureh Schools. 
Teachers in the public schools receive pay 
for their work, and the boards of education 
can demand proper preparation of the 
candidates for positions. But the services 
of Church School teachers are practically 
all voluntary and non-remunerative, and 
the Church hesitates to ask its teachers to 
devote more time and energy than is neces- 
sary for the actual teaching of the Sunday 
lesson. A superintendent will seldom dis- 
miss an inefficient teacher who is devoted, 
because the service rendered is regarded 
as being of a sacrificial nature, and it is 
usually not an easy task to find some sub- 
stitute to do the work for nothing. 

(3) The standards of the average Church 
School do not bear comparison with the 
standards of the publie schools, This ap- 
ples especially to such matters as regular- 
ity of attendance, assignment of work, 
methods of teaching, tests and promotion, 
organization of materials, ete. The truth 
is that the Church Sehool standards are so 
low that almost any kind of a teacher can 
meet them without making any special ef- 
fort to do so. Neither the Church School 
officers nor the teachers themselves feel 
under the circumstances that any special 
preparation is needed. 


(4) Failure to appreciate the value of 
religion. Very few Churches devote any 
sums out of their regular Chureh budget 
for their educational program. On the 
contrary many Churches expect financial 
contributions from the Church School to- 
ward the current expenses and benevolent 
work of the Church. As a result we have 
so many poorly equipped schools that one 
is led naturally to infer that the teaching 
of religion is not taken very seriously. 
Moreover we demand that anyone who 
proposes to teach our children such secular 


subjects as arithmetie and geography shall 


make adequate preparation by pursuing 
special courses for years and years at a 
normal school or college. But when it 
comes to teaching our children religion, al- 
most anyone can do it, we believe, with- 
out any special training. Evidently we 
consider arithmetie as of greater import- 
ance than religion. If, as we should, we 


regarded religion as of equal, if not great- 
secular subject, 
would we not demand as careful a train- 
ing on the part of the teacher of religion 
as we do of the publie school teacher? 

the above reasons and 
others which could be mentioned, we have 
failed in the past in the training of our 
teachers, should we give up? By no means. 
The need remains. In fact it has doubly 
increased since the advent of the new 
pupil-centered or life-problem method, for 
this method requires not only a thorough 
knowledge of the psychology of the pupil 
but a much wider knowledge of religious 
materials. And in order to meet this need 
every encouragement should be given to 
those movements which are trying to pro- 
vide opportunities for such training. I 
have in mind particularly such efforts as 
the establishing of Community Training 
Schools, the holding of Sunday School In- 
stitutes and Summer Schools of Religious 
Education, etc, No pastor nor superintend- 
ent can afford not to have some of his 
teachers or young people in attendance at 
schools of this sort and pursuing some 
Leadership Training Course. 

However. in the nature of the case, if 
Religious Education is to be made worthy 
of being called education, the teacher will 
necessarily have to have more training 
than the ordinary Standard Course pro- 
vides. Ten lessons on the New Testament 
or on the Psychology of the Child ean 
give but a mere smattering of the sub- 
ject, good so far as it goes, but entirely 
inadequate. 

And here is where our higher institu- 
tions of learning can perform a real ser- 
vice. Originally founded for the training 
of the ministry, they have always kept 
this as one of their objects. But they are 
just now coming to realize that they have 
also a duty to perform in the training of 
lay workers, particularly Church School 
officers and teachers. As a result, besides 
the departments of psychology and Bible 
which have been in existence for a long 
time, departments of religious education 
are being instituted in many of our de- 
nominational colleges with courses far 
more thorough and advanced than those 
offered in the Standard Training courses. 
We hope and pray that these departments 
may help greatly in solving this pressing 
problem and may send out as the years go 
by a constant stream of young people 
fitted not only to earn a living but to 
assume leadership in some form of 
Chureh School work as an _ avocation. 
Whether even the courses planned and 
given in these departments are adequate 
may be questioned, but we believe that 
this is a step in the right direction. 

Heidelberg College, 

Tiffin, O. 


DUST IN THE BALANCE 
By E. Guy Talbott 


Who am I that I should cavil at God, 

Or question that His decrees are 
just? 

Beneath His feet I am only a clod, 

Trampled into particles of dust. 


Why should God, who rules the sun 
and stars, 
Bother to listen to my feeble cry? 


I cannot break asunder my prison 
bars 

And reach God’s ear, so why should 
I try? 


I will cavil at God no more, but trust 
That when He made me it was not a 
whim; 
That in His sight the smallest grain 
of dust 
Is worth as much as the suns and 
stars to Him, ° 
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Back and Build Up the Schools of the Church 


By PRESIDENT JOHN M. G. DARMS, Chairman of Conunission on Higher Education 


Framing this vital subject and challenge 
tersely, one rightfully lays himself open 
to the charge of being sadly deficient in 
cultural verbiage and literary esthetics, be- 
cause within the group of intellectuals 
tkh’s ‘‘simply is not done.’’? But we are 
not so much concerned about the impres- 
sion others may or may not have of our 
ability or finesse of expression as we are 
of the solemnity and absolute seriousness 
of our purpose, and our purpose is plainly 
just this: To have the Reformed Church, 
every member, feel and assume a definite 
responsibility in Christian Education by 
supporting and expanding our Church 
schools and institutions of higher learn- 
ing. Instinctively we all are conscious of 
our plain duty, and in speaking of this we 
must use plain words, which every Amer- 
ican understands. Conventions must give 
way to convictions in this matter so vital 
to the life of our Chureh and our own 
spiritual good. 


The famous saying that ‘‘the Christian 
Church needs but one more revival, and 
that is a revival of giving,’’ must be sup- 
plemented with this statement: upon this 
revival there must follow a number of 
others, and one of these is a revival of 
interest in the cause of Christian educa- 
tion. And if this revival does not come, 
we question whether there will be a sur- 
vival of the best and finest in our Chris- 
tian religion. This Education Sunday 
should help us get this revival under way 
and make it a reality in all realms and 
reaches of our educational thinking and 
action. To give ourselves more zealously 
and whole-heartedly to this specifi pro- 
ject is to make good our boasted saying 
that the ‘‘Reformed Church from time im- 
memorial stands committed to the cause 
of Christian education.’’ To preserve our 
history, then, we must make history in 
*“haeking and building up our Church 
schools.’? 


The first question we might raise is this: 
Do we really NEED our Church institu- 
tions, academies, colleges and seminaries, 
especially our Christian college, in a day 
when our State universities offer such a 
complete curriculum and scheme of learn- 
ing under the direction of the finest 
minds available in the scholastie world, 
and in buildings which are, architecturally 
speaking, the last word in comfort, struc- 
ture, utility and beauty, with the added 
privilege of social and athletic contacts 
with the largest groups and skills of 
young people? What more can the Church 
school offer, or how ean the Church school 
offer even as much as these? Why then 
attend or support them and make our- 
selves subject to continuous apportion- 
ments and appeals, if we cannot even as 
much as compete with them along scho- 
lastic lines? But is any scheme of edu- 
eation really complete without the spirit 
and machinery for character building, and 
is this not a major activity in our Church 
schools? Or does character grow in an 
extra-curricular department of one’s life, 
commonly labeled ‘‘religious?’’ Are we 
not dealing with human nature throughout 
day by day, and do our young people not 
have spiritual as well as cultural and pro- 
fessional needs? Is not life itself as im- 
portant as a living? Is not every student 
a candidate for character? And can we 
grow a Christian character without a 
Christian philosophy of life? Or without 
Jesus Christ? And as to our Church 
school teachers having lesser scholastic at- 
tainments and efficiency, the very facts 
and products of these schools and the trib- 
utes of prominent educators concerning the 
high quality of their work belie this state- 
ment. Our fine colleges, like Franklin and 


Marshall, Ursinus, Heidelberg, Hood, Ce- 
dar Crest, Catawba, and also our humble 
Mission House College, together with our 
splendid academies at Mercersburg, Frank- 
lin and Marshall, Massanutten, and our 
three seminaries, Eastern, Central and Mis- 
sion House, have strong faculties, and 
some of these a large number of educa- 
tional peers and experts, of which they 
and the Church may be justly proud. By 
their fruits ye shall know them. Look 
over the list of prominent alumni of F, 
and M., Ursinus, Heidelberg, ete., and 
check up their activities and leadership, 
and the charge that theirs is a ‘‘lesser 
product’? will forever be hushed. Not only 
have many of our people never fully ap- 
preciated the high quality and work of 
their Church schools, but we all have been 
entirely too apologetic of our Church in- 
stitutions; and the time is here for us to 
have not only a little, but much, pride in 
our institutional possessions and workers. 
Self-exaltation is a vice, but self-esteem is 
a virtue. Our splendid Christian teachers 
and professors in our Church schools, who 


are building scholarship with character, - 


have never been sufficiently appreciated by 
the Reformed Church. Not much money 
has been spent for laurel wreaths in glori- 
fying their achievements and powers, save 
at their funerals. Give them some flowers 
while they are in ‘‘the thick’’ of their 
labors, ‘‘spending and being spent’’ for 
our sons and daughters, and do not wait 
until you receive the black-bordered card 
announcing the cessation of their sacri- 
ficial labors. Advertise their scholastic 
abilities and excellencies of character 
among your young friends and others, and 
back them up in their efforts to lift their 
institution and their students to the high- 
est levels of value and efficiency. Like the 
Son of God, many of them are left to 
tread their winepress alone. Some of them 
are dying of starvation for the want of a 
friendly word on the part of those whom 
they are serving with such unparalleled 
loyalty and devotion. Truly, they belong 
to the saints of God, that they can thus 
plod on without rancor or complaint. Take 
them upon your heart of prayer, and think 
ot them daily in your private and family 
devotions, and they will become more ef- 
ficient and we all will be more appre- 
ciative. Raise their salaries from mere 
pittaneces to the level of at least a ae- 
cent income, and you will be raising your 
self-respect and a sense of Christian val- 
ues. Princeton University just completed 
a campaign for $2,000,000, and automat- 
ically raised the salaries of its professors 
30 and 50 per cent. When has the Re- 
formed Church done anything approaching 
that? This is not a plea for sympathy, but 
for the recognition of worth of worthy 
men, of servants of God and the Church. 
What would the Church do, where would 
the Church secure her leaders, how could 
the Church carry on and expand her work 
and maintain and elevate her standards of 
Christian character in professional, eco- 
nomic, domestic, social and political life 
and in citizenship, without the co-opera- 
tion of the Christian college? Close your 
Chureh schools today and tomorrow our 
country and civilization would suffer a 
moral and spiritual relapse and Christian- 
ity itself would lose a mighty foree and 
fail to propagate and perpetuate what is 
best in its program and its life. Back up 
the Chureh schools. 


But this is not enough; we must also 
build them up. And the finest material 
with which to make them ‘‘bigger and 
better’’ is to send a larger proportion of 
our student youth to our own Church 
schools. Statistics show that only a small 


number of students in our higher institu- 
tions come from Reformed homes. Within 
our membership of over 350,000 we must 
have about 70,000 families or homes, If 


only one out of every ten homes attended 
a higher institution of our Reformed 
Chureh beyond the secondary schools, we 
should have at least 7,000 Reformed young 
people in our freshman class every year. 
I doubt whether we have 20 per cent. of 
this number. This is one cause of what- 
ever weakness there may be in some of 
our schools. Our young people from our 
Reformed families do NOT attend our RE- 
FORMED institutions. Not only does de- 
nominational loyalty demand a correction 
in this, but the Christian life of our young 
people. As Americans we are all proud 
of our State institutions; but one need 
not have a mania for the public institu- 
tion, when a little more enthusiasm for 
our own Church schools would bring a 
stream of young life flowing into our own 
splendid and efficient Christian institu- 
tions.. We would then be solving another 
problem, namely, placing these promising 
and talented young people into an atmos- 
phere where their desire for Christian serv- 
ice will grow and create a decision to en- 
ter the ranks of the Christian ministry or 
some other sphere of Christian work. 
“Many of these young people will also en- 
ter the teaching profession, and some of 
them enter our Church schools as such, 
making for a succession of Christian forces 
and leaders, and thus expanding the life 
and assuring the Christian character and 
productiveness of our Church schools. The 
Christian college is a training station for 
the builders of Christian homes, the Chris- 
tian leaders of thought and activity in the 
Church and in the world. Build up our 
schools by having your young people, who 
are seeking an education, give their own 
Chureh schools the first chance and choice. 
Many advisers in secondary schools, who 
are recommending schools to their stu- 
dents, our Reformed young people, are not 
sufficiently acquainted with our own 
schools, some of them may even have a 
bias; but parents and pastors should not 
let this golden opportunity of winning 
them to our Church schools pass by de- 
fault without an earnest and persistent 
effort to make their own institutions at- 
tractive, and ultimately the choice of 
young people, upon whom our institutions 
certainly have a claim. 

We ean help build up our Church schools 
by really doing more building. Some of 
our institutions are woefully lacking in 
buildings and equipment; all could use 
more efficiently larger endowments. What 
a blessed day when college presidents and 
authorities can shift their major thought 
from the collection of moneys to real ecul- 
tural and Christian work. Our colleges 
receive only a small portion of their 
financial support from Reformed people. 
There are, of course, some liberal con- 
tributors, God bless them and increase 
their number, but the rank and file of our 
Church members contribute sparsely to our 
educational work. What the Reformed 
Church should really do, and what a Board 
of Christian Education should effect, is to 
pool the educational interests and their 
needs and apportion them upon the entire 
denomination, so that every member would 
be contributing to the life and expansion 
of every institution, and make effective 
that revival in education which the Re- 
formed Chureh so sadly needs. Our pros- 
perous people should come forward with 
large benefactions for Christian education 
and speed the day of a real interest of 
our Reformed people in all Reformed in- 
stitutions of learning and in the cause of 
Christian education. 
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S. S. Empress of Australia, 
December 17, 1928 
Monaco—Monte Carlo 
In popular thought the latter far trans- 
cends in importance the former, History 
proves the contrary—Monaco is very an- 
cient. It was first settled by the Phoeni- 
cians. The Greeks followed later, and built 
on one of the summits a temple which 
they named ‘‘ Hercules Monikos.’’?’ Hence 
the present name of Monaco. Passing over 
the intervening history, Monaco came into 
the possession of the’ Grimaldi family of 


Genoa. In 1861 the larger portion of the 
state was ceded to France. Since then 


sovereign princes have ruled over it as an 
independent state, with France as its pro- 
tector. It is three miles in length and 
one and one-half miles broad, with a pop- 
ulation of about 23,000—and a yearly aver- 
age of one and one half million visitors. 
The drives around Monaco are the most 
eelebrated in Europe; that of La Grande 
Corniche, over which we drove yesterday, 
being the most noted. As the road winds 
in out up to La Turbie and down to Nice, 


every minute discloses views of the sea, ° 


the precipitous curving shore, terraced 
slopes covered with fruit trees, variegated 
foliage and flowers, evoking from the en- 
tranced tourists the: oft-repeated exclama- 
tion, ‘‘Isn’t it beautiful!’’ In its exalted 
beauty. Monaco deserves all the praise 
heaped upon it, And Monaco is secure 
against attack by. any of the European 
powers. It has a military force of a hun- 
dred soldiers, and a fleet of one ship. 


Monte Carlo 


The town oceupies but’ a small part of 
the State, but it has world-wide notoriety. 
Its Casino is the Mecca of gamesters from 
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Travel Notes 


BY DR. JOHN CALVIN BOWMAN 


all parts of the world. Men and women 
cast in their bids amounting annually to 
many millions of dollars, It is gay sport, 
they tell me. Many laugh over their 
losses; many others grieve over their ‘‘bad 
luck.’’? Some, alas, commit suicide. Today 
a man told me how sadly in his early 
life he wept over the loss of his hard 
earned 100 franes, his first and last venture 
at the roulette table. There is no pub- 
lished reeord of the number of suicides. 
Again, ‘‘What fools these mortals be!’’ 


Our Home 


However enjoyable may be the day or 
evening spent ashore, passengers are of- 
ten heard to say, ‘‘How pleasant it is to 
get back home.’’ So greatly is our float- 
ing palace appreciated. The following de- 
tails may be of interest: 21,000 tons gross 
weight, 32,000 tons displacement, length 
615 feet, breadth 75 feet, speed 20 knots, 
7 Decks for Passengers, Two Elevators, 
Gymnasium, Swimming Pool, a large dee- 
orated lounge, a drawing-room furnished 
with cabinets, bookcases, easy chairs and 
settees; writing room, bathrooms, spacious 
dining room. Staterooms have electric fans, 
and the ship is equipped with the most 
modern apparatus for forced ventilation. 
The promenade deck has ample width for 
the deck chairs, with sufficient space. for 
the walkers. Seven rounds of the deck 
make a mile. For additional exercise I 
take my daily horseback ride astride a 
steed that can be electrically spurred either 
to a gentle pace or a hard trot. 

By day and night entertainment of 
various kinds is provided, lectures, inter- 
change of impressions by members of the 
Travel Club, deck sports, musie and danc- 
ing. The accomplished hostess is highly 


skilled in the art of providing ways and 
means for the social intermingling of the 
cruise members. The table fare is super- 
abundant and well prepared, The slogan, 
‘“There is none better,’’ is well merited. 

More than two weeks of voyaging has 
afforded opportunity for obtaining a con- 
census of the impression of passengers as 
to the ship’s management. So far I have 
heard no word of complaint. Al unite 
in praise of the Company’s considerate 
care of all the cruise members, while 
aboard and ashore. Nothing is left un- 
done for their comfort and pleasure. An 
officer informed me that the chief require- 
ment of every employee is ‘‘sobriety and 
eourtesy.’’ The spirit of unobtrusive, at- 
tentive regard for the comfort of the pass- 
engers, Which is so scrupulously observed 
by the manager of the cruise and his staff, 
seems to intone the whole crew. But with 
all their efficiency, it must be confessed 
they are woefully lacking in ability to 
prevent the discomfort caused by the ship 
shaking from prow to stern when the 
sea gets ungovernably mad. For several, 
while crossing from Algiers to Monaco, it 
got on one of its drunken sprees, and be- 
haved shamefully. Three-fourths of the 
cruisers lost their appetite. And many 
lost in addition all that previously ap- 
peased it. The ship doctor, and the twenty 
doctors who are our travelling companions, 
have no specific remedy for ‘‘Mal de Mer’? 
seasickness. Call it what you will, it 
is horribilis. I am a competent judge, hav- 
ing very unhappy memories of former voy- 
ages. 

But today 


all is calm, and all aboard 
are happily smiling as we sail by Elba, 
Corsica, and along the Italian coast, It is 
a vision that delights us. Italia, Italia! 


What Will We Do With Our Christmas Gift? 


Another Christmas is behind us. Prob- 
ably some folks are busy trying to solve 
the problem of what to do with their 
Christmas gifts. For some poor souls this 
problem will not be hard to solve. Yet 
that thought reminds us that there is not 
one person, no matter how poor nor how 
friendless, to whom Christmas did not bring 
a gift. For the significance of Christmas 
is just this—we commemorate the coming 
to earth of Jesus, and Jesus is God’s 
great gift of love, a Christmas Gift for 
all the world. 

What will we do with our Christmas 
Gift? The answer to that question is 
bound up with our ability to appreciate 
the worth of that which we have received. 


A rich man wants to do something for 
his employees. He gives to each one a 
beautiful and valuable watch. Some do 
not appreciate the worth of such watches. 
They are careless with them; they abuse 
them and it is conceivable that some even 
trade them off for some other thing which 
they would rather have. On the other 
hand, a few do appreciate the value of 
that which they have received. They take 
good care of their watches and the watches 
in turn render to them invaluable service. 


Just so, we contend, the measure of our 
appreciation of the value of our Christ- 
mas Gift which God has given to us will 
determine what we will do with that Gift. 


And what is it that God gives to us at 
Christmas time? Is it an adorable baby, 
born amidst most romantie circumstances, 
where its first faint cry is answered by 
the bleating of sheep and the lowing of 
oxen? 


J. ALBERT EYLER 


I am willing to believe that Jesus came 
to earth as a little child and that He was 
born amid humble circumstances. I yield 
to none in my enjoyment of hearing and 
telling this chaste and beautiful story each 
year. But, I am more and more persuaded 
that we are not to look for the greatness 
of God’s Gift in the Bethlehem stable. 

Granted that the Bethlehem story is 
history, after the first flush of the ex- 
perience was past it meant little or noth- 
ing to any one, and you and I probably 
would not even be hearing of it but for the 
fact that the mother Mary kept all these 
things in her heart and afterward spoke 
of them to her illustrious Son and to the 
friends whom He brought with Him. 

But is there anything, anywhere, in all 
history, that tells us that when the Wise 
Men and the Shepherds had gone away 
anyone looked upon that baby as an extra- 
ordinary gift of God? Mary and Joseph 
and Jesus went back to Nazareth, and 
there is not one line to tell us that there 
was anything out of the ordinary about 
the life which Jesus there lived. The 
people of Nazareth did not go about say- 
ing: ‘*God is over there at the home of 
neighbor Joseph.’’ 

Insofar as outward eyes could see, the 
home of Joseph was just a common, ordi- 
nary home. Brothers and sisters came to 
share that home with Jesus. There can 
be little doubt that the struggle to live, 
to find food and elothing for six little 
bodies, was just as keen for the Nazareth 
carpenter as it is in many homes today 
where there are a number of little mouths 
to be fed and bodies to be kept warm. 

But while we say that the home of Jos- 


eph looked like a very ordinary home it 
does not take a great stretch of the ima- 
gination to see that it could not have been 
just an ordinary home. No home, pre- 
sided over by such a woman as Mary 
must have been, could ever have been just 
an ordinary home. Children who looked up 
to Mary as mother received at her hands 
much more than bread, It is impossible to 
think of her as ever lifting her voice in 
the shrillness of scolding. By an example 
of sweet reasonableness and common sense 
in meeting the problems of her household, 
Mary helped to create an atmosphere, radi- 
ant with the sunshine of love, making her 
home a place of joy and of blessedness 
for all who shared it with her. 

If the home in which Jesus grew up had 
been any other kind of home than just 
that, then the Christmas Gift of God to us 
would have been much less than it was. 
For, whatever it was that God gave was 
not completely present in the Bethlehem 
Manger nor yet in the young Carpenter in 
Joseph’s Nazareth shop. In the Bethlehem 
Babe there was Divine possibilities, which, 
under Divine guidance, amid ideal sur- 
roundings, unfolded and became at last the 
Divine One, a God-man upon the earth. 

Perhaps a little reflection upon our hu- 
man experiences would help to make clear 
to us what God gave and how He gave 
it. 

A little baby comes into a home and 
the happy parents say: 


God gave to us a child.’’ 


child, but we would impress the fact that 
the most that God gives in giving a child 


“‘God has beeh’ 
very good to us, God gave to us a baby, © 
We would not 
belittle all that God gives in giving 4 


de 
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is to be found in the possibilities that are 
bound up in a child. 

_ A baby is a something to enjoy, but not 
in a sense greatly differing from any other 
toy that we might enjoy. But when your 
baby has grown to be a young man and 
you have helped to build into him char- 
acter, and you are permitted to look upon 
him, strong of body and of mind, pos- 
sessed of high ideals, taking his place and 
his part in the world’s work, then your 
proud and thankful heart can say: ‘It 
was this, all this, that God gave me when 
He laid a baby in my arms.’? 

So, we contend, it is just by such a 
process of thinking that we come to ap- 
preciate all that God gave to us on that 
first Christmas day. It was not simply 
that helpless baby. It was that strong 
young man who, being offered the king- 
doms of this earth as a reward for doing 
a wrong thing, could refuse to have any- 
thing to do with them; who, being tempted 
to, use his God-given power to get bread 
without working for it refused to have 
bread under such circumstances; who, be- 
ing tempted to do a smart and reckless 
thing by casting himself down from the 
pinnacle of the Temple, trusting God to 
take care of him, refused to tempt God. 

It was not simply a baby, but that 


strong, good, young man who went every- 
where healing diseases and relieving dis- 
tresses; who saw the loveliness in little 
children, the possibilities for good in sin- 
ners; who spake words of such wisdom 
as no other man ever spake; who refused 
to quarrel and to fight; who could say, of 
himself, ‘‘I am the Way, the Truth, and 
the Life’’; who, for the sake of the truth 
refused to hedge or trim in order to save 
himself, but chose to die for it in order 
that all men, forever, might see what a 
glorious thing is truth, 

Not simply a baby but this perfect man, 
tempted in all things as we are and yet 
without sin; this perfect man who en- 
dured the shame of the cross in order that 
the cross might rest lighter upon millions 
yet unborn; who went down into the lone- 
liness of the grave in order that all who 
should ever come after him might see the 
sun shining into the tomb and that they 
might be enabled to come up from the 
garden with a great hope burning in their 
hearts. 

Yes, it was all this that God gave to us 
on that first Christmas day—the Divine 
one, this perfect man; this God come to 
dwell among us. 

And what will we do with our Christmas 
gift? We have a fear that the answer to 
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that question will look very much like the 
picture which we gave to you of the well- 
meaning man who gave valuable watches 
to his employees. We fear that some 
will not at all realize how precious is the 
Gift which God has given to us. They 
will make no use of it; the help which 
God offers to a better and happier life 
through Jesus will be spurned and despised 
by them. Some will exchange it for other 
things whose tinseled brightness makes a 
gieater appeal to their shortened vision. 

But some will prize very highly the Gift 
of God. They will make use of all that 
God has provided through Jesus. They 
will see in the Church that bears the name 
of Jesus, not the least part of God’s gift, 
for, through the ages God has offered His 
Church 


as a retreat for weary souls. 
Some will appreciate all that Jesus has 
done for all of us—how He endured the 


pangs of death that we might be brought 
to hate sin, to love the good and thus be 
saved from the pangs of a thousand deaths. 
All the blessedness of His happy life ean 
be ours if we love Him and try to be 
like Him. He is God’s Christmas Gift to 
us. What will we do with our Christmas 
Gift? 


Bedford, Pa, 


Religious News from Continental Europe 


BY PROFESSOR PHILIP VOLLMER, PH. D., D. D. 


Why Fewer Children? 


The ‘‘Cologne Gazette’’ (‘‘Koelnische 
Zeitung’’), one of the leading papers of 
Germany, offers this answer to the above 
question: ‘‘The decrease of births is partly 
due to a blind, exaggerated evaluation of 
mere intellectual progress for the rising 
generation. This has raised the expenses 
for the raising of children so enormously 
that even child-loving parents decide to 
reduce the number of their offspring to a 
minimum or to cut off reproduction en- 
tirely. Childlessness is often due to over- 
conscientiousness of couples rather than to 
frivolousness and lax sexual morality. It 
is the cost of high living rather than the 
high cost of living.’’ 


Salvation Army in France 


In France the good old Salvation Army 
has a snappy name, the Armee du Salut. 
The territorial commissioner is Albin Pey- 
ron, and in Paris there are social insti- 
tutions for both men and women, -relief 
depots, a rescue home for first offenders 
of the Paris courts, also evangelical cen- 
ters. The work in the provinces includes 
holiday homes for children, rescue homes 
for women, workingmen’s hotels and evan- 
gelican organizations in all the principal 
cities and towns. 


Chef Justice Simon, of the German 
Supreme Court, Resigns 


The conflict between the Supreme Court 
and the German Government regarding the 
charge that the latter had overstepped the 
bounds of its authority in filling the va- 
caney on the railway board, resulted in 
the acceptance of the resignation of Dr. 
Walter Simons, Chief Justice of the Su- 
preme Court. Dr. Simons was formerly 
Foreign Minister, and after the death of 
President Ebert he acted as temporary 
President until von Hindenburg was in- 
augurated. He is one of the most highly 
respected personalities in the German po- 
litieal world, a prominent leader of liberal 
Protestantism. the president of the nation- 
wide Evangelical Social Congress, a fre- 
quent speaker at Church and peace meet- 
ings, and a prolific author. 


Basel Sends Out 22 New Missionaries 
The well-known Basel Foreign Mission- 


ary Society shows considerable prosperity. 
Recently no less than 22 new missionaries 
were commissioned for the five fields of 
the society in Africa and Asia, bringing 
the total number up to 271. Her mission 
on the Gold Coast will observe this year 
its 100th anniversary. All continental For- 
eign Mission work is conducted by ‘‘socie- 
ties’’ free from official ecclesiastical con- 
trol. The Basel work, headed by the 
‘Basler Missionshaus’’ for the specific 
training of the missionaries, is supported 
and controlled by Evangelical and Re- 
formed groups in South Germany, Switzer- 
land and Alsace-Lorain. 


Luther’s Smaller Catechism 400 Years Old 


In Germany and all over the world the 
Lutherans will observe on Jan. 20 the 
400th jubilee of Luther’s ‘‘Smaller Cate- 
chism,’’ the first Protestant textbook of 
this kind. His ‘‘Larger Catechism’’ ap- 
peared in the same year and was intended 
for the preachers and school _ teachers. 
Luther was moved to write these books by 
the unbelievable ignorance of preachers 
and people which he found on his first 
‘‘visitation of the Churches.’’ (This fa- 
mous little book is briefer and less syste- 
matie than the Heidelberg Catechism, first 
published Jan. 19, 1563; but it is more 
popular in spirit and language.) 


News in Brief 


Lord Rothermere, of England, has do- 
nated $50,000 for Hungarian schools, half 
of the sum to be used for the Reformed 
high school at Papa. 

At Charkow, in Russia, a seminary has 
been opened for the training of anti- 
religious agitators. 

The German Federal Department of Jus- 
tice has asked the governments of the 
States of the republic not to execute any 
imposed death penalty until the Federal 
Government has finally decided whether 
the death penalty should remain a law of 
the German Republic. y 

The large Church at Meissen, the seat 
of the ancient world-famous porcelain in- 
dustry, will observe this year its thousand- 
year jubilee, and will on that occasion in- 
stal chimes consisting of no less than 50 
bells made of porcelain. Something unique. 


On Dee. 8, Miss Mary C. Duffy, Supreme 
Regent of the Catholic Daughters of 
America, received felicitations from Pope 
Pius to 200,000 members of the organiza- 
tion on the 25th anniversary of its foun- 
dation. 

At the recent annual meeting of the 
““Chureh of Christ in China’’ it was re- 
ported that during the upheaval of the 
past years the Communists had totally de- 
stroyed 10 of their Churches, seriously in- 
jured 30, killed 3 pastors, one elder, 6 
deacons, and 20 other members. 

Carmen Padin, a Protestant woman in 
Spain, who was sentenced to two years’ 
imprisonment because she said she had 
read in the New Testament that Jesus had 
natural brothers and sisters, has been re- 
leased from prison on condition that she 
leave the country. 

The Reformed population in Lorain, 
France, has decreased from 44,000 to 
17,000 because of the expulsion of many 
Germans by the French Government. 

The Liberals in the Reformed Church of 
Holland have recently held their first con- 
gress at Utrecht, which was attended by 
400 delegates. A similar meeting is to be 
held every two years. 


Religious Socialism in Austria 


The conference of the newly-formed 
League of Religious Socialists in Vienna 
on Nov. 17 and 18 was attended by a 
large number of Catholics, including sev- 
eral priests and theological students. Pro- 
fessor Pfliegler, dean of the Catholie Theo- 
logical Seminary, came out for a reorgan- 
ization of the system of production and 
distribution along Socialist lines. He cited 
Pope Leo XIII as authority for the state- 
ment that the struggle of the Socialists 
for the overthrow of capitalism was not 
necessarily contrary to Catholicism. He 
said, however, that for the present he 
would have to advise Catholic workers to 
refrain from joining the Socialist Party 
until it had ceased to make war upon 
religion. The Arbeiter Zeitung replied to 
him by quoting from the Austrian Social- 
ist platform to the effect that religion was 
a private matter and had nothing to do 
with a person’s political convictions. The 
paper said that real Socialists, while de- 
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manding complete separation of Church the British fleet, has given publicity to a and persons of like responsibility in the 
and State, did not believe in persecuting story that in October, 1918, he was or- political sphere, should go into action with 
the Church or in making religion a tool dered by the Kaiser to make a desperate the fleets, or into the first line trenches 
of the State. (American Churehmen should final effort to wipe out the British fleet. with the armies, the complete and effective 
know that in all Socialist parties in It is said that the admiral refused unless outlawry of war would be accomplished 
Europe, especially in Great Britain, there his Emperor would accompany him. But quickly. And if it be good sense for the 
are hundreds of ministers, priests and Wilhelm II declined, and no battle took rulers and statesmen to keep out of war, 
bishops in good standing, both in their place. An American newspaper makes the why is it not good sense for the average 
Churches and in the Socialist party of citizen, for the young men whose lives are 


their countries. ) 


Let the War Makers Be the War Fighters 


apt observation: 


‘““Tf it were required that in case of 


potentially worth more to their countries 
and the world than those of their elders? 


war all rulers—kings or presidents—and We will get rid of war when all of us 
The recent death of Admiral Scheer, of all secretaries of state and ministers of pet as much good sense as the former 
Germany, who at Jutland defeated part of foreign affairs, together with diplomats Kaiser showed.’’ 
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CHRIST FOR THE WORLD WE SING 
Our Memory Hymn for February 


Christ for the world we sing; 

The world to Christ we bring, 
With loving zeal; 

The poor, and them that mourn, 

The faint and over-borne, 

Sin-sick and sorrow-worn, 
Whom Christ doth heal. 


Christ for the world we sing; 

The world to Christ we bring, 
With fervent prayer; 

The wayward and the lost, 

By restless passion tossed, 

Redeemed, at countless cost, 
From dark despair. 


Christ for the world we sing; 

The world to Christ we bring, 
With one accord; 

With us the work to share, 

With us reproach to dare, 

With us the cross to bear, 
For Christ our Lord. 


Christ for the world we sing; 

The world to Christ we bring, 
With joyful song; 

The new-born souls, whose days, 

Reclaimed from error’s ways, 

Inspired with hope and praise, 
To Christ belong. 


—Samuel Wolcott, 1869. 
William F. Sherwin. 


A PROMOTION EVANGELISM 
CAMPAIGN 


Hach year, and generally in January, 
Dr, Charles L. Gooddell, General Seecre- 
tary of the Federal Council’s Commission 
on Evangelism and Life Service, leads a 
campaign in about four states, to promote 
the cause and work of evangelism. This 
year Dr. Goodell with his 6 or 7 aides, 
Superintendents of Evangelism in various 
denominations, invades the Mid-West. Dr. 
Zartman on this tour will speak on ‘‘Per- 
sonal and Visitation Evangelism.’’ The 
itinerary is as follows: January 20-21, 
Wichita, Kan.; Jan. 22, Tulsa, Okla.; Jan. 
23, Kansas City, Kan., Jan. 24, Lincoln, 
Neb.; Jan. 25, Topeka, Kan.; Jan, 27-28-29, 
St. Louis, Mo. The Federation in each of 
these cities named has arranged for day 
and night conferences, so that Dr. Goodell 
and his party can get a full hearing. Each 
member of the group will speak two and 
three times daily. Every minister with 
one or more delegates within a radius of 
50 miles from these conferences is in- 
vited. When this campaign is coneluded 
Dr. Zartman will continue in the Mid-West 
to visit Reformed congregations with his 
evangelistic messages. 


CHANGE OF ADDRESS 


Rev. Francis C. Schlater, from Reading, 
Pa., to care of Union Theological Seminary, 
3041 Broadway, New York City, N. Y. 


The next meeting of the Executive Com- 
mittee of General Synod will be held in 
Philadelphia beginning Wednesday even- 
mHaveg INO PALL 

A suecessful Dawn Service was held 
Christmas morning in Christ Church, 
Latrobe, Pa., Rev. R. E. Hartman, pastor. 
Special music was rendered by soloists and 
the choir. 

‘‘Leaks, Losses and Lapses in the 
Church,’’ will be the subject of the paper 
by Rev. U. C. Gutelius, at the meeting of 
the Reformed Chureh Ministerial Associa- 
tion in the Schaff Building, Jan. 28, at 11 
A. M. 

A Teacher Training Class was organized 
Jan. 7 in Trinity Chureh, Canton, O., Dr. 
H. N. Kerst, pastor, with Mr. Earl W. Sei- 
bert, Director of Religious Instruction, as 
the instructor. 

Rev. Dr. Harry N. Bassler, pastor of 
Trinity, Wilkinsburg, Pa., sent his New 
Year greeting to the members of his Church 
in an expressive message attached to a 
calendar containing a picture of the 
Church. 

The Mid-Winter Meeting of the Reform- 
ed Sunday School Superintendents’ Associ- 
ation will be held in Christ Church, Phila., 
Green St., below 16th, on Monday evening, 
Jan. 28, at 8 P. M. The speaker will be 
Dr. Charles E. Schaeffer, on the subject, 
““Soul Winning.’?’ Mark down the date! 

In the Jefferson Charge, Pa., Rev. Paul 
D. Yoder, pastor, the Christmas services 
in the 3 Churches were well prepared, well 
rendered and well attended. There was a 
particularly beautiful Dawn Service on 
Christmas morning in Christ Chureh, which 
was beautifully decorated. 

A School of Religious Education is be- 
ing conducted in Dushore, Sullivan Coun- 
ty, Pa., starting Jan. 22. The faculty con- 
sists of Rev. W. H. Fehr, William Scless- 
man, and Professors Brown and Becker. 
Dr. W. B. Duttera is acting as Dean of the 
School. 

On his recent lecture trip south, Dr. Ph. 
Vollmer, Palmyra, N. J., spoke on the his- 
tory and work of the Evangelical Synod 
and the Reformed Church, and the move- 
ment towards union of the two, before 
the students of Duke University, Durham, 
NC, 


The Every Member Canvass recently 
held in St. Mark’s Church, Allentown, Pa., 
Rey. C. D. Kressley, pastor, was a suc- 
cess. For the first time in the history of 
the Church every member has been sup- 
plied with a package of offering enve- 
lopes. 


IN MEMORIAM 


As we go to press we learn of the 
passing of two more clergymen of 
our Church. Dr. J. P. Stahl, of Alh- 
ance, O., an Ohio Synod veteran, died 
on Jan. 17th, from pneumonia. We 
are also informed that Rev. Lester 


C. Kohr, recently called to Messiah 
Church, Philadelphia, died at York, 
Pa., on Jan. 19 from an attack of 


the ‘‘flu.’’ Fuller account later. 
St. John’s Church School, Lans- 
dale, Pa., has also suffered a great 
loss in the death of its beloved Su- 
perintendent, Mr. A. Wesley Kratz. 


Splendid progress was made in the 1929 
Financial Campaign of Grace Church, 
Akron, O., Rev. O. W. Haulman, pastor, 
and too much praise cannot be given to the 
leaders, Rev. Clarence Woods, Executive 
Secretary, and Elder Frank C. Pfahl, who 
systematically planned the canvass which 
was made by 188 members. 

Rev. A. Y. Holter, pastor, of Bethany 
Tabernacle, Phila., during 1928 delivered 
98 sermons, 107 talks, made 371 calls, re- 
ceived 26 new members, attended 116 meet- 
ings, performed 12 baptisms, conducted 6 
funerals, and solemnized 3 weddings. The 


THE RUFUS W. AND KATHE- 
RINE McCAULEY MILLER 
MEMORIAL FUND PRIZE 
ESSAY CONTEST 


Subject: ‘‘How Can a Local Church 
Help in Developing a Christian 
Family Life?’’ 

Length: Not over 3,000 words. 


Time: All essays must be received 
by Dr. Paul S. Leinbach, Execu- 
tive Secretary of the Publication 
and Sunday School Board, by 
Children’s Day, June 9, 1929. 


Eligible: Any minister or member 
of the Reformed Church in the 
United States. 

Instructions: (1) Sign essay with an 
assumed name, giving correct 
name and address on a separate 
sheet, 5 
(2) Use one side of the paper 
only. 

(3) Manuscripts, as far as pos- 
sible, should be typewritten. 
(4) Writers are asked to remem- 
ber that plans which have actu- 
ally proved fruitful are of more 
value than theories which have 
not been tried. 


Prizes: First Prize—$100. 
Second Prize—$50. 
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annual congregational meeting was held 
Wednesday evening, Jan. 9. 

Holy Communion was celebrated Jan, 18 
and 20 in the Kreutz Charge, York Co., 
Pa., Rev. Walter E. Garrett, pastor. The 
congregational meeting was held Jan. 9. 
Offerings for the orphans, at Trinity, $50; 
Canadochly, $53.85; Locust Grove, $35; 
total, $138.85. The pastor and his family 
were the recipients of many appreciated 
Christmas gifts from the members of his 
Churches. 

Trinity Church, Canton, O., Dr. H. N. 
Kerst, pastor, will hold a week of special 
Evangelistic Meetings Feb. 10-17, with 
Dr. Charles E, Schaeffer as the preacher 
every night. The Fathers’ and Sons’ Ban- 
quet will be held Friday evening, Feb. 1. 
Dr. Kerst was in Philadelphia on the 15th 
and 16th attending the meeting of the 
Home Mission Board. 

A CORRECTION. In the book review, 
**Our Fathers’ Faith and Ours,’’ in the 
““Messenger’’ of Jan. 17, we regret that an 
annoying error was made in a sentence of 
the first paragraph. The sentence should 
have read: ‘‘Both in its irenical spirit and 
in its sound and comprehensive scholarship, 
Professor Schaff’s volume ranks well with 
the books from his father’s fertile pen 
that were the indispensable tools in every 
theological workshop of his time.’’ 

Rev. and Mrs. Urban C. Gutelius, of 
Grace Chureh, Philadelphia, Pa., an- 
nounce the engagement of their daugh- 
ter, Madeline Prudence, to Mr. Russell 
Ketterer Hagerty. Miss Gutelius is at 
present holding a responsible position 
with the Colonial Trust Company, and Mr. 
Hagerty with the Bell Telephone Company, 
of Philadelphia. 

Rey. William H. Erb, 671 George St., 
Norristown, Pa., supplied the pulpit of the 
St. Matthew’s Chureh, Anselma, Chester 
Co., last Sunday. This was the fifth time 
that he preached in that Church during 
the present vacancy. Dr. Erb has resigned 
from the active pastorate. but seeks op- 
portunities to do supply preaching. 

Among the most weleomed recent callers 
in this office was the Rev. Edward F. 
Evemeyer, Superintendent of Missions on 
the Pacific Coast, and supply pastor of 
First Chureh, Los Angeles, Cal. Brother 
Evemeyer was in attendance at the Semi- 
annual Meeting of the Board of Home Mis- 
sions. He is in excellent health and good 
spirits, and reports things in fine shape on 
the coast. 


Holy Communion was observed Jan. 13 
in Central Chureh, Dayton, O., Rev. Dr. 
W. W. Rowe. pastor. Plans are moving 
forward for the Men’s Congress to be held 
afternoon and evening of Feb. 3, when 
the speakers will be Justice Florence M. 
Allen, of the Ohio Supreme Court, Rev. T. 
W. Hoerneman, Rev. Dr. G. D. Batdorf, 
and Dr. Paul S. Leinbach, Editor of the 
*“ Messenger.’ 


Holy Communion was observed Jan. 13 
iy) «St. Peter’s Church, Lancaster, Pa., 
2ev. Charles D. Spotts, pastor. The Annual 
Church Sehool Workers’ Banquet will be 
held Jan, 30. On Jan. 20 about 40 of the 
eollece boys were received as ‘‘Student 
Affiliate Members.’’ The pastor addressed 
the Industrial Girls’ Club of the Y. W. 
C. A. at their Christmas meeting Dee. 6. 
Christmas was appropriately observed with 
special services. 


A beautiful pulp‘t in carved wood, exe- 
cuted by Messrs. Irving and Casson, has 
been given to the new Abbey Chureh of 
Huntingdon, Pa., Rev. H. D. MecKeehan, 
pastor. The pulpit is the gift of Mrs. M. 
hk. Evans and her children, as a memorial 
to the late Dr. M. R. Evans, a prominent 
phys‘cian and father of Rev. Dr. Ernest 
N. Evans, of Indianapolis. The inserip- 
tion. ‘* Veritas liberabit vos’’ (St. John 
8: 32) was suggested for the pulpit by Dr 
Henry Van Dyke. 


The Tamaqua Ministers’ Association re- 
cently expressed its convictions that the 
18th Amendment to the Constitution has 
proven its worth in many ways, as every 
pastor who visits the homes of the com- 
munity knows. In observing the 9th anni- 
versary of this Amendment the Association 
summarized the effects of Prohibition and 
expressed the belief that it will continue to 
benefit the nation as a whole. 

Holy Communion was observed in the 
Myerstown, Pa., Church, Rev. David Lock- 
art, pastor, Jan. 13. It was a period of 
widespread sickness and sorrow in the con- 
gregation because of a number of deaths 
and, therefore, the Communion was com- 
paratively small, 328 participating. There 
were 6 children baptized and 7 new mem- 
bers received; 4 by confirmation, 2 by 
letter and 1 by renewal. The pastor is 
preparing a class of 20 for confirmation 
at Easter. 

The Every Member Canvass in the South 
Fork Charge, N. C., Rev. W. C. Lyerly, 
pastor, resulted in increased subscriptions. 
More has been paid on the Apportionment 
than was paid in last Classical year. The 
pastor and his family report a very busy 
and blessed Christmas. <A purse of $30, a 
fine leather brief-case, a large turkey and 
many other gifts came from the members 
of the Churches. Christmas offerings for 
Nazareth Orphans’ Home. 

St. John’s congregation, Bedford, Pa., 
Rev. J. Albert Eyler, pastor, joined with 
the Presbyterian, M. E. and Lutheran 
Churches, in unique Week of Prayer ser- 
vices which have had a real influence in 
the community. Among the speakers were 
Rabbi Eugene Hibsman, of the Hebrew 
Temple, Altoona, Pa.; Mr. E. N. Slep, Pres- 
ident of the Altoona Mirror Co.; Ensign 
Arthur Wheatly, of Johnstown, with a 
corps of Salvation Army workers, and J. 
C. MeMenamin, of the Bowery, N. Y., Y. 
M. C. A., who is a converted bum. 


Rev. Ralph S. Weiler, pastor of Grace 
Church, Allentown, Pa., is preaching a ser- 
ies of morning sermons on the theme: 
““Studies in the Parables of Jesus.’’ The 
Sunday evening theme is ‘‘The Ten Com- 
mandments in Modern Life. A group of 
30 laymen and laywomen recently visited 
the members of the Church trying to enlist 
them in the Church attendance campaign, 
and the response was most encouraging. 51 
members are regular readers of ‘‘The Mess- 
enger.’? 


The Christmas season was one of joy and 
giving in Grace Church, Chicago, Ill, Rev. 
Melvin E. Beck, pastor. Several needy 
families were provided with provisions of 
food, clothing and money to meet present 
need. Offering for Ft. Wayne Orphans’ 
Home, $67 from the S. 8., and $25 from the 
Cradle Roll. Individual gifts were made to 
Ministerial Relief and Near East Relief. 
2 new members received. The junior choir 
of 60 voices rendered the old carols in ex- 
cellent manner. Thank-Offering of Mission- 
ary Societies, $140. 


The first response to the article ‘‘Shall 
We Go Backward’’ comes from Rey. J. 
Eugene Youngen, who is quoted in the ar- 
ticle itself. Mr. Youngen writes: ‘‘T read 
with interest your article in ‘The Christian 
World.’ I am sorry that more of our 
Churches do not use the help that your de- 
partment offers. I want to reiterate my 
statement that I believe the ‘Crusade With 
Christ’ program is a splendid help to our 
young people. If the pastors would take 
time to investigate it, I am sure they 
would want to use it.’’ 


Rev. W. F. Kosman, pastor of Salem 
Church, Allentown, Pa.. on Dec. 2 made a 
visit to the First Baptist 8S. S., on Dec. 21 
spoke at the Allentown Rotary Club, at 
noon, and at the Central Jr. High School 
in the afternoon. On Jan. 6 Rev. Mr. Kos- 
man preached in our Church in Adamstown, 
Md., and spoke to the students of Hood 
College. On Jan. 9 he participated in a 


community meeting of the Protestant 
Churches of Pottstown, and on Jan. 28 he 
will make the address at the meeting of 
Consistories of the Reformed Churches of 
Reading, Pa. 

_ Memorial Chureh, York, Pa., Dr. E. O. 
Keen, pastor, is co-operating with the 51 
Churches of York in the York Centenary 
Movement extending from Noy. 11 to Eas- 
ter Day. The watchword of the Crusade 
is ‘‘Consider Him,’’ and 30,000 buttons con- 
taining these words have been distributed. 
The 51 Churches held a season of prayer 
for 10 days beginning Jan. 1, in Christ 
Lutheran Church, at which there were 12 
hourly periods of prayer held each day, 
each period being condueted by a different 
Church group. Dr. Keen was in charge of 
periods on Friday morning, Jan. 4, and 
Wednesday, Jan. 9. 

_ Jan. 6, an election for pastor to sueceed 
Rev. J. N. Bauman, who died last Septem- 
ber, was held in the three congregations 
of the Danville, Pa., Charge, when Rey. C. 
W. Heller, of York, Pa., was elected. There 
were 32 candidates. It is expected that 
Rev. Mr. Heller will take up the work at 
Danville in the near future. The winter 
Communion service was held at Ridgeville 
the afternoon of Jan. 6 and in the Danville 
and Mausdale congregations on Jan. 13. 
The foregoing services, except the election 
for a new pastor at Mausdale, were all 
conducted by Rev. D. W. Kerr, of Blooms- 
burg, who is doing supply work. 

The auditorium of the 17th Avenue Com- 
munity Church, Denver, Col., has been 
wired for broadeasting over station KFXF. 
This was done so that use might be made 
of the organ for the famous Kindel pro- 
grams, Monday, Wednesday and Saturday 
evenings. Professor H. A. Houze, organist 
of the largest Presbyterian Church in the 
city, who plays for the Kindel programs, 
declares that the Community Church has 
the sweetest-toned organ in the city. The 
congregation is privileged to make its an- 
nouncements regularly and to broadcast its 
services when the station is not in use. Dr, 
Carlyon has been supplying the pulpit with 
great acceptance. 

In Grace Chureh, Phila, Rev. U. C. 
Gutelius, pastor, special inspirational ser- 
vices were held Jan. 21-24 with sermons by 
5 neighboring pastors. On the evening of the 
25th the Preparatory Services will be held, 
Special Lenten services will be held every 
Thursday evening, the sermons being 
preached by ministers of our Churches in 
Philadelphia. The various organizations 
of the congregation are active and pro- 
gressive, and the young people were never 
so busy and useful in carrying on religious 
work. The Week Day School at 4 P. M. 
on Tuesdays and Thursdays is successful 
beyond all expectations. Christmas offer- 
ing for Bethany Home was $550. 


The Watch Night service in First 
Church, East Mauch Chunk, Pa., Rev. D. 
F. Singley, pastor, was under the direction 
of the Fellowship Club. The outstanding 
feature on the program was ‘‘Esther,’’ in 
story and song, presented by C. A. Appel, 
with Miss Ruth Mummey at the piano. 
Mr. Appel helped to produce this at Mead- 
ville, Pa., 48 years ago, and is to be greatly 
complimtnted on the production. After the 
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interesting program refreshments were 
served and at 5 minutes of 12 the audience 
adjourned to the main room of the Church 
where a service in charge of the pastor was 
held. 

In Zion’s Church, Greenville, Pa., Dr. 


Paul J. Dundore, pastor, the offering for 
St. Paul’s Orphans’ Home was over $1,200. 
Rev. and Mrs. I. G. Nace are conducting a 
missionary conference in connection with 


the Wednesday evening services for 4 
weeks, beginning Jan. 16. During the 
second week in February Rev. and Mrs. 
Nace expect to leave for their work in 
Akita, Japan. Holy Communion was cele- 
brated Jan. 13. At the congregational 


meeting James Grimm and J. E. Chandler 
were elected elders and Vern Fisher and 
Fred Aubel were elected deacons. The re- 
ceipts during 1928 in the congregation and 
its organizations totaled $14,266.88 for 
local purposes and $10,773.42 for benevo- 
lence, a total of $25,040.30. The expendi- 
tures were $23,623.68. 

First Church, Washington, D. C., Dr. 
James D. Buhrer, pastor, will hold its con- 
gregational meeting January 30. The 
twenty-fift anniversary of the pastor- 
ate of Dr. Buhrer was observed January 
6. During this period there were confirmed 
in First Church 291 young people, 387 chil- 
dren were baptized; 356 buried from the 
congregation; $103,616 had been received 
for current expenses; the new Church, 
built at pre-war prices for $60,000, was 
dedicated 6 days after the Armistice was 
declared; the membership was increased 
from 134 to 384; the S. S. was reorganized 
in 1904; and the ‘‘Herald,’’ the Church 
bulletin, has been published 24 years. 


Our cherished friend, Elder George F. 
Bareis, of Canal Winchester, O., was re- 
cently honored in the ‘‘Museum Echoes,’’ 
published by,the Ohio State Museum (The 
Ohio State Archaeological and Historical 
Society). Besides containing a biographi- 
cal sketch, it is said of Mr. Bareis that 
‘“no officer, trustee or member has rendered 
longer or more faithful service to this So- 
ciety and certainly none can glean greater 
satisfaction over the distinct progress 
made during the past 40 years. The thanks 
of the Society are due Mr. Bareis and we 
do not hestitate to publicly proclaim it 
upon behalf of the whole membership.’’ 
Mr. Bareis became a member of the So- 
ciety in 1888 and since 1904 has served as 
First Vice-President. 

The illuminated cross on the tower of 
Memorial Church, Easton, Pa., Rev. J. P. 
Dieffenderfer, pastor, was dedicated on Jan. 
13. This cross, the gift of the confirma- 
tion classes of 1927 and 1928, is over 6 
feet high and makes a beautiful crown for 
the spire of the tower. These classes, num- 
bering about 80 members, at a special meet- 
ing requested that the cross be dedicated 
as a memorial to the late Mrs. Ethel 8. 
Dieffenderfer, who for so many years 
labored so faithfully and self-sacrificingly. 
The program included appropriate hymns, 
an address by the pastor, and the singing 
of ‘The Old Rugged Cross’’ by Edna Bal- 
zar, Ruth Peters, Ruth Nixon and Marie 
Boyer. Holy Communion was administer- 
ed first to the classes and then to the con- 
gregation. The beauty of the cross by day 
and its jllumination by night is attracting 
the attention of the entire community. 


Mr. Clarence Mader, the talented son of 
Rey. William H. Mader, now of Pasadena, 
Cal., but formerly pastor of St. Peter’s 
Church, Easton, Pa., has been honored by 
his election as organist of Immanuel Pres- 
byterian Chureh, Los Angeles, the second 
largest Presbyterian Church in America. 
This is the great congregation of which 
Dr. Herbert Booth Smith is pastor, and 
Rev. John A, Leusinger, formerly of our 
denomination, is associate pastor. We 
greatly regret to report that our friend 
Leusinger, who has been seriously ill, is 
not recovering as rapidly as had been 
hoped. 
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The Christmas season was fittingly ob- 
served by the two congregations of the 
Brush Creek Charge, Pa., Rev. A. W. Bar- 
ley, pastor, In Brush Creek Church, the 
S. S. rendered the service, ‘‘The Star of 
Glory.’’ Offering for orphans, $258, In 
First Church, Manor, the Young People’s 
Dept. held a Christmas party, a feature 
of which was the presentation of White 
Gifts, later sent to St. Paul’s Orphans’ 
Home. On the morning of Dee. 23 the S. 
S. rendered the service, ‘‘Hail the King.’’ 
In the evening the chorus choir sang the 
cantata, ‘‘The Christmas King.’? A Dawn 
Service was held Christmas Day. Offer- 
ings in First Church for orphans, $251. 
The Every-Member Canvass was conducted 
in First Church, Dee. 23-29; in Brush 
Creek, Dec. 30-Jan. 5. 

We greet with pleasure the new Bulletin 
of the Martinsburg, Pa., Church, Rev. Vie- 
tor Steinberg, pastor. It is a newsy 4-page 
paper which ought to do much good. We 
are not surprised to learn that the people 
of this progressive charge are entering into 
the work whole-heartedly and enthusias- 
tically and are making the pastor happy 
by their co-operation. There are some 40 
“«Messenger’’ subscribers, inellding 17 new 
ones, on the weekly delivery basis. Gerald 
Fouse and Gerald Bonebreak are the faith- 
ful ‘‘Reformed Church Messenger’’ boys. 
It is also of interest to note that every 
member of the Joint Consistory receives 
“‘The Messenger.’’ This should be true of 
every charge in the denomination. Offer- 
ing for Hoffman’s Orphanage, $44. Both 
St. John’s and Salem Churches are flourish- 
ing. 

Rev. Dr. Martin W. Schweitzer, pastor 
of the Muddy Creek Charge, Pa., was 
honored by his election as chaplain of the 
Pennsylvania House of Representatives, 
Harrisburg, and was sworn into this im- 
portant post on Jan. 15. Dr. Schweitzer 
has served the Muddy Creek Charge since 
1914, when he succeeded his father, who 
had served this pastorate for 46 years. Dr. 
Schweitzer has been active in religious and 


REV. DR. M. W. SCHWEITZER. 


civie circles for years in the community of 
Ephrata and the county. In 1915 he was 
elected president of the Classis of Lancas- 
ter. He served as president of the Lan- 
caster County Ministerial Association of 
the Reformed Church, was a charter mem- 
ber of the Ephrata Grange and its chap- 
lain since it was organized. He was a 
former director of the Lancaster Automo- 


bile Club and is at present a director of 
the Ephrata Manufacturing Company. 

The annual congregational meeting of 
St. Paul’s, Summit Hill, Pa., Rev. Edgar 
W. Kohler, pastor, was held on New Year’s 
Day. The business was transacted in regu- 
lar order. The auditors’ report and the 
pastor’s report were items of leading inter- 
est. The various organizations have been 
active and loyal during the year. The audi- 
tors’ report showed a balance of over 
$1,000 in the current treasury which is 
highly commendable considering the fact 
that a serious industrial depression has 
affected and handicapped the ordinary nor- 
mal condition of the life of the community. 
The Financial Committee has gathered 
over $4,000 durink the year which applied 
to the Church debt. The mid-winter Com- 
munion was aministered on Jan. 13 with an 
unusually good attendance. 

A gentle ray of sunshine brightened the 
home of Rev. and Mrs. H. F. J. Uberroth, 
Apple Creek, O., in the coming of a son 
on Dee. 22, only to lengthen into darken- 
ing shadows on the same day, entering in- 
to the eare of the Divine Shepherd. The 
Christmas Cantata by the Choir and Church 
School, ‘‘Dreams of Christmas,’’? was pow- 
erfully portrayed in pantomime amidst an 
unsurpassed wealth of scenic beauty, allur- 
ing costumes, and sparkling prismatic col- 
ors with their soft rays of iridescent light. 
Thought provoking and conspicuous for its. 
wealth of beautiful melodies, delicate and 
subtle shading, unique and strong modula- 
tion, it drew forth words of unending 
praise. The pastor and wife were affec- 
tionately remembered by many organiza- 
tions and by many individuals in most 
choice gifts. On Jan. 13 the pastor will 
resume his work in the pulpit after an 
absence of 3 weeks, confined to his hom> 
with the ‘‘flu.’’ 

Christmas services were held in St. 
John’s Church, Bellefonte, Pa., Rev. Robert. 
Thena, pastor, on Dec. 23. At 4 P. M. the 
choir rendered the cantata, ‘‘The Glory of 
Bethlehem,’’ to a large audience. The 
Christmas festival was held in the evening. 
Offering for Bethany Orphans’ Home, 
$103.50. The dawn service Christmas Day 
was well attended. Holy Communion was. 
celebrated Jan. 13. Offering for Appor- 
tionment, $220. The congregational meet- 
ing was held Jan. 13. Treasurer’s report 
showed a balance of $382.24. All other 
organizations showed a healthy condition. 
A Junior ©. E. Society has been organized. 
The Ladies’ Aid Society recently had an 
electric motor installed in the organ. On 
Jan, 20 the men of the Church joined with 
other Churches of Bellefonte in taking a 
‘‘Religious Census’? of the community. 
The Every Member Canvass will be made 
Jan. 27. 

Miss Laura Shaw, of Phoenixville, Pa., 
in recognition of 34 consecutive years of 
Sunday School attendance, was remem- 
bered with a beautiful copy of the Amer- 
ican Standard Version Bible on Jan. 16 
in St. John’s Church, Rey. A. A. Hart- 
man, pastor, of which she has been a mem- 
ber for many years. The Bible was pre- 
sented with suitable words by Mr. Riley, 
the S. S. supt. While Miss Shaw in gen- 
eral enjoys good health, many times she 
was present when, if feelings ruled, she 
would not have been there. If she had al- 
lowed every little ache or pain to form an 
excuse, like many people allow, she would 
not now be enjoying such a splendid ree- 
ord. Moreover, Miss Shaw has missed but 
2 Communion services since 1906. This 
means that she is not only a Sunday School 
scholar, but a faithful Church member as 
well. Her record is a praiseworthy attain- 
ment and a real achievement, and the re- 
turns are a joy and satisfaction which 
nothing can give except what she has at- 
tained. We congratulate Miss Shaw and 
wish for her many more years of con- 
tinued good health. 

In spite of inclement weather and the 
‘*flu’? epidemic, 720 attended the celebra- 
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tion of the Holy Communion in St. Mark’s 
Church, Reading, Pa., Rev. Gustav R. 
Poetter, pastor, Jan. 13. Elder Edward E, 
Adams, with the help of 22 officers, as- 
sisted the pastor in serving the eommunion 
in the pews. Five new members were 
added to the roll. The offerings, not only 
on Communion Sunday, but Sunday pre- 
vious, were exceptionally liberal for cur- 
rent and benevolent purposes. On Sunday 
morning, Jan. 20, the genial city editor 
of “‘The Reading Eagle,’? Benjamin <A. 
Fryer, delivered his popular address, ‘‘The 
Five Most Famous Churches in the 
World,’’ to an interested congregation. 
Rev. LeR. Folk, Sehwarzwald Charge, will 
exchange pulpits with the pastor at the 
morning worship Feb. 3. The Rev. Jacob 
G. Rupp, D. D., field secretary, will as- 
sist in the celebration of Foreign Mission 
Day. At least one elder, sometimes more, 
attend the Catechetical Class on Wednes- 
day nights. The catechumen’s parents, 
and relatives and friends, accept oceasion- 
ally the pastor’s invitation to come to the 
Catechetical Class. 


St. Paul’s Church, of West Hazleton, Pa., 
Rev. J. K. Stadlemann, pastor, had a very 
delightful Christmas season. The choir 
rendered the cantata, ‘‘Tidings of Great 
Joy.’’ The 8S. S. had a special cantata, 
‘“‘The Echo of a Song.’’ The Beginners’ 
and Primary Departments gave a beautiful 
program. On Christmas morning a service 
was held at 6 A. M. The Church was beau- 
tifully decorated and the Christmas spirit 
was prevalent everywhere. A ecandle-light 
service marked the closing of the old and 
the beginning of the new year. On Jan. 
14 the annual congregational meeting was 
held. Reports were heard from the con- 
gregation and the various organizations, 
showing an inerease in Church member- 
ship and a net income, including the bal- 
ance of last year of $9,560.55, with a dis- 
bursement of $8 924.61, leaving a balance 
of $635.94. The ordination and installa- 
tion of the newly elected officers will 
take place on Sunday, Jan. 27, at 7.30 P. 
M. At this time the officers and teachers 
of the Sunday School will also be installed. 
Thanks be to God for His manifold bless- 
ings. 5; 

In Trinity Church, Phila., Pa., Rev. Purd 
E. Deitz, pastor, 3 Christmas services were 
held Sunday, Dee. 23, a carol service was 
held Christmas Eve, and a dawn service 
Christmas morning. About 450 attended 
the Christmas festival on Thursday even- 
ing, Dee. 27. The congregational meeting 
was held Jan. 16. Week of Prayer services 
were held each evening. Holy Communion 
was observed Jan. 6. <A $2,000 gift was 
given by a member to be added to a perma- 
nent fund previously established. Another 
gift provided for a two-unit room in the 
Berger Memorial Home, given by Mrs. E. 
F. Schlichter, in memory of Emos F. 
Sehlichter. One of the Bible Classes made 
a contribution toward the Trinity Room in 
the Home. Another gift of $650 is to be 
applied as follows: $100 for the Trinity 
Room in the Berger Home; $350 on the 
pledge to Catawba College, and $200 to be 
applied to the Ursinus College Scholarship 
Fund pledged by the School. The Trum- 
bower Cirele contributed $50 for the Trin- 
ity Room in the Home and $100 to the 
Church Building Fund. The average S. S. 
attendance in December was 746, and the 
total offerings were $602.16. Christmas 
offerings for the orphans amounted to $1,- 
549.50. Miss Alliene DeChant was the 
special speaker at the Church School ser- 
vice Jan. 6. Jan. 13 was Pastor’s Day. 


Holy Communion was observed Jan. 13 
in St. Peter’s Church, Zelienople, Pa., Dr. 
J. H. String, pastor. 5 members were re- 
ceived and 2 children were baptized. Mr. 
Scott Brenner, of the Middle Class of the 
seminary at lLaneaster, preached while 
home on his Christmas vacation. He also 
preached at Durry’s Evangelical Church, 
near Zelienople. The evtning sermon on 


Jan. 13 was on ‘‘The Men of Nippon,’’ 
illustrated with Dr. Casselman’s steropti- 
con views of our missions in Japan. At 
the congregational meeting, Adam Rape 
and Charles A. Mickley were elected elders, 
William Young, deacon, and F. Vincent 
Friskhorn, trustee. The financial secretary 
reported that $3,450.94 had been received 
for current expenses, $1,588 for benevo- 
lences, and $4,827.34 for the building fund. 
Offerings for St. Paul’s Orphans’ Home, 
$144.26. Mrs. String was in charge of 
Primary Dept. Methods at the Alliance 
Leadership Training Institute of Religious 
Edueation, held Jan. 7-11 in First Christian 
Church, under the auspices of the Alliance, 
O., Council of Religious Education. Mrs. 
String also conducted a conference with 
students of Mt. Union College and a con- 
ference with workers in the 2 Reformed 
Churches of that city. 

The Christmas season was a joyous one 
in the First Church, Bellaire, O., Rev. 
Daniel Gress, pastor. A splendid cantata 
was prepared by about 40 members of the 
8. S. entitled, ‘‘The Love Stamp,’’ given 
on Christmas night to a large congregation. 
Numerous gifts were given by teachers and 
classes. An envelope well filled with gold 
coins was presented to Rev. and Mrs. Gress 
at this service by W. C. Kompart from the 
Ladies’ Aid Society. .The Friendly Class, 
composed of young ladies, presented $100 
to the Chureh Building Fund. The Ladies’ 
Aid Society presented $300 to the Church 
Building Fund and $30 to benevolence. This 
organization always gives one-tenth as 
much to benevolence as to other causes. 
The King’s Business Bible Class presented 
their teacher, Mrs. Daniel Gress, with a 
beautiful table lamp. An offering was re- 
ceived for the Fort Wayne Orphans’ Home, 
The Church was beautifully decorated, in- 
cluding a tree lighted with many colored 
electrie bulbs ereeted by the Young Men’s 
Bible Class. About 20 carol singers went 
around in the city on Christmas Eve, sing- 
ing at the homes of the shut-ins. A Watch 
Night service was held at the home of Mr. 
and Mrs. Clark Yoeum on the evening of 
Dee. 31st, by the C. HE. Society. It was 
very interesting and enjoyed by all. A 
fine catechetical class is in preparation for 
confirmation at Easter. 


The DuBois Charge, Pa. Rev. A. J. 
Knoll, pastor, has entered upon an era of 
progress. A new system of keeping rec- 
ords has been installed in both St. Peter’s 
and St. Luke’s Churches, <A reception was 
held recently for the pastor and his wife, 
at which time the joint charge presented 
them with a substantial gift. The attend- 
ance at the Church services have averaged 
80% for the past few months. A new 
choir composed of some 25 young people 
under the capable leadership of Prof. 
Schoch is adding much to the attractive- 
ness of our services. Within a few weeks 
the congregation expects to vote upon the 
purchase of an organ which will greatly 
enhance the worshipful atmosphere of this 
pretty Church. The S. S. of St. Peter’s 
is also undergoing reorganization and re- 
grading under the leadership of the new 
superintendent, Prof. Hackenberg. A com- 
mittee from the Consistory and the 8S. 8S. 
respectively form the Chureh Council of 
Religious Education. The rural charge, 
St. Luke’s, has closed a most successful 
year, paying its Apportionment, and having 
in addition a goodly balance in the treas- 
ury. At the Xmas services the annual of- 
fering for the Orphans’ Home at Green- 
ville was lifted and the results gratify- 
ing; St. Peter’s, $100, and St. Luke’s, $50. 
We are proud of our Churehes and their 
past record and our hope and prayer is 
that this charge on the top of the moun- 
tains shall grow and prosper in numbers, 
in grace and in Christlike service. 


Amity Church, Meyersdale, Pa., Rev. B. 
A. Black, pastor, had a number of interest- 
ing and well attended services commemor- 
ating the birth of the Christ child. The 


cantata, ‘‘Out of the East,’’ by Ira B. 
Wilson, was given by the Church choir. 
The C. KE. Society gave the short pageant, 
‘*Holy Night.’’ The Chureh School gave 
a two-part program, ‘‘A Christmas Gar- 
den,’’ by the Primary Department, and 
**O Come, All Ye Faithful,’’ by the older 
children and young people. Offerings for 
the orphans were $118 for maintenance by 
the school, and $350 for endowment by the 
Philathea Class. The children were given 
a treat. The pastor and family were 
generously remembered by many much ap- 
preciated gifts. 20 of our school and eol- 
lege young people were home for the holi- 
days and made our hearts glad by their 
presence. The reports of the various or- 
ganizations of the Chureh at the annual 
congregational meeting were the best of 
the present pastorate and created quite a 
bit of entuhsiasm. The cloud of industrial 
depression that has hung over our com- 
munity for several years is lifting and the 
outlook for the new year is promising. 
Holy Communion was held Jan. 6 with a 
good attendance. 1 new member was re- 
ceived by certificate. Catechetical instrue- 
tion is under way and the prospects are 
there will be a large number of new mem- 
bers at Easter time. 96 Almanaes were 
sold to members of the congregation. 


Salem Church, Allentown, Pa., Rev. W. 
F. Kosman, pastor, was a mecca for music 
lovers on Dec. 30 and Jan. 6, when 1,300 
persons crowded the Church to hear the 
annual Christmas pageant, this. year an 
original one composed and arranged by 
Prof. 8S. W. Unger, organist and choir- 
master. Each time the pageant was given, 
hundreds were unable to gain admittance. 
Not only was the pageant itself extremely 
beautiful, but the lighting effects, staging, 
costuming and arrangements, all the work 
of the members of Salem, were all splendid 
and probably achieved one of the finest re- 
ligious spectacles the city had ever seen. 
The choir pews in the chancel had been 
removed and a gorgeous back-drop of red 
velvet placed. The Nativity was shown in 
the center of the chancel and was revealed 
through a fine screen against a beautiful 
painting, the work of Orlando Miller. The 
choir, in richly colored costumes ~ made 
under the direction of Mrs. W. T. Fister, 
sang splendidly all the selections. ‘‘ Jesus 
Name of Wondrous Love’’ was the work of 
Professor Unger, including the musie and 
the orchestration, and the dialogue was 
written by the pastor. Those. taking part 
in the pageant were: Mrs. Myrtle Leftwich, 
J. Mareus Keenly, Buckalew, Jr., Mrs. 
Nina Scheidt, Miss Dorothy Schleifer, 
Charles Cole, Frederick Suter, Mrs. Mildred 
Melcher, Edwin Melcher, Paul F. Anewalt, 
Edwin A. Butz and Dorothy Geiger, Mr. 
Unger conducted, Stanley Trach was at the 
organ, J. Ray Hudson had charge of the 
lighting effects and Joseph D. Cole of the 
properties. Herbert W. Guth is president 
of the Chancel Choir. 


The Christmas season was a very busy 
time for the members of Emanuel Church, 
Lansford, Pa., Rev. Howard 8. Fox, pastor. 
The Sunday before Christmas was marked 
by a eandle-light carol service at 4 P. M. 
rendered by the senior and junior choirs. A 
large congregation gathered to hear the 
famous old earols. At the evening hour 
of worship the children of the Church 
School rendered very appropriately their 
Christmas entertainment to a _ packed 
house. On Christmas morning the early 
dawn service took the form of a eandle- 
light service with both senior and junior 
choirs participating, another large congre- 
gation was present and from the many re- 
marks thoroughly enjoyed this service. The 
pageant, ‘*The Sign in the Sky,’’ was rend- 
ered by the Young People’s Department 
of the Chureh School on Christmas evening. 
The young people did very well in the ren- 
dition of this sacred story to the delight 
of all present. The Chureh was appropri- 
ately decorated for the season. A. large 
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electrically lighted tree was placed in the 
Chureh yard which won the admiration of 
the whole community; many remarks of 
appreciation were spoken to the Church 
officials for their fine community spirit in 
erecting such a tree. A Young People’s 
Department of the Chureh School was re- 
cently organized and is working in a splen- 
did spirit. The young people lead the wor- 
ship service in the School once every 
month. A separate Primary and Begin- 
ners’? School room is now in the making 
and when finished will give the children of 
the School their own place for worship and 
instruction. Proper equipment is also be- 
ing provided. 

On Jan. 15, the Men’s Bible Class of St. 
John’s Church, Williamsport, Pa., enter- 
Classes of the 


tained the Men’s Bible ; 0 
Watsontown and Lock Haven Reformed 
Churehes. About 135 men were present, 


and the event proved to be most delight- 
The men assembled in 


. ‘ + ~ 77 y 
ful and inspiring. ed 


the Sunday School room, where a ‘‘get 
acquainted”’ meeting was held, and the 
visitors were welcomed by the president 
of the entertaining class, Needs ey: 
the pastor of the Church, the Rev. W. © 
Rittenhouse. After this meeting the ks 
repaired to the social room, where a light 
Juncheon was served and an informal pro- 
oram was given. Short and excellent ad- 
dresses wer sven by Charles Logue, a 
dresses were given Dj Die i 
prominent reporter and feature vag a 
one of the local daily papers; Rev. P. a 
DeLong, A. L. Hilliard, H. H. Good an¢ 
G. 8. Frederick, of Watsontown, and Rev. 
Ww. E. Harr, M. .G. Cocklin, Carrol Keller 
and Fred Buttorf, of Lock Haven. as 
most pleasing feature of the meeting bles 
the singing of a number of excellent a 
lections by the male quartet of the Lock 
Haven Church. The instrumental musi¢ 
was furnished by the Sunday School or- 
chestra of the local Church. This meeting 
was productive of so much good that it 
was determined similar meetings should ke 
held at other places which would be easily 
aceessible by the neighboring Churches. 
Especially the men in rather widely sepa- 
rated Reformed Churches urgently need 
meetings of this kind. 

In the Federated Reformed and Presby- 
terian Chureh, McConnellsburg, Pa., Rev. 
William J. Lowe, pastor, the Christmas sea- 
son was one of blessing for both pastor and 
people. The annual Christmas pageant was 
presented by members of the ‘Sunday 
School of the Reformed Church assisted by 
the choir on Sunday evening, Dee. 23. With 
chaneel of the Church beautifully deco- 
rated with greens and trees and a pano- 
rama scene of the Judean plains with eleec- 
trie lighting effects, the different scenes 
of the nativity were staged in full costume 
interspersed with the singing of the Christ- 
mas carols. The pageant, which was en- 
titled, ‘‘The Night of the Star,’’ opened 
and closed with processional and _ reces- 
sional led by candle bearers. The offerings 
for the Hoffman Orphanage were liberal. 
The Union Christmas Dawn services were 
held in the M. E. Church and the New 
Year’s Eve Union Watch Night service 
was held in the Reformed Church. The 
latter service was preceeded by an evening 
of entertainment in the Sunday School 
chapel in which the Kitchenette Band of 
the local Givie Club featured. An illus- 
trated address on the Christmas Story 1m 
art and a radio program were also part of 
the evening’s presentation. The annual 
winter servee of the Holy Communion was 
observed in the Reformed Chureh on Jan. 
20. 

The Rev. Alfred N. | 
St. John’s Church, Lansdale, Pa.. 1s preach- 
a series of significant 
on the general 


Sayres, pastor of 


ing during January 


Sunday evening sermons on 
theme, ‘‘The Kingdom Without Front- 
series is on ‘‘Ne- 


iers.’?’? His morning #3 

\ “a Ja o 
hemiah.?’? The average Chureh 8 nee a ; 
tendanee for the years 1927 and 1928 are 


467. At the well attended Communion 
service on Jan. 6 the sacraments were 
served in the pews for the first time. In 
spite of much sickness in the congregation, 
360 participated. In instituting the new 
form for Communion the following instrue- 
tions are given to communicants in the 
Church Bulletin: At the appropriate time 
the bread will be distributed to the com- 
municants in the pews, each one taking a 
portion as the tray is passed. When the 
pastor says, ‘‘Let us arise and fellowship 
in the breaking of the bread which is the 
symbol of the body of Christ,’’ the con- 
gregation will stand, and as he adds, 
“‘Take, eat,’’ the Master said, ‘‘This do 
in remembrance of me,’’ all will eat the 
bread together and remain standing in 
silent prayer. When the organ breaks the 
silence, all will be seated. The wine will 
then be distributed in like fashion and 
when the pastor says, ‘‘Let us arise and 
drink together of the wine which is the 
symbol of the blood of Christ,’’ the con- 
gregation will again stand, and as he adds, 
““This do,’’ said Jesus, ‘‘as oft as ye drink 
it in remembrance of me,’’ all will take 
the wine and remain standing in silent 
prayer. When 'the organ again sounds. the 
congregation will be seated and place the 
empty cups in the cup-holders fastened in 
the pews. 


First Church, Schuylkill Haven, Pa., 
Rey. John L. Herbster, pastor, experienced 
a very joyous Christmas season. The choir 
Sunday evening, Dee. 23, under the leader- 
ship of Prof, Andrew L. Weaver, organist, 
rendered the beautiful Christmas cantata, 
““From Manger to Cross.’’ An early Christ- 
mas Dawn service was well attended by 
the adult congregation, which presented 
the pastor with a substantial Christmas 
gift. Christmas evening an assembly of a 
full auditorium of both old and young en- 
joyed a delightful Chureh School Christ- 
mas program. The offering, $100, was for 
Bethany Orphans’ Home. Holy Communion 
services were well attended Dec. 30. Watch 
Night services were observed New Year’s 
Eve. The congregation and friends on Jan. 
8 happily surprised the new pastor and his 
family with a delightful reception held in 
the main Church School room. A special 
program was prepared for the occasion. As 
guests the Schuylkill Haven Ministerium 
was represented by Rev. E. 8. Noll, D. D., 
pastor of St. John’s Church, and by the 
Rey. E. C. Kachel, pastor Trinity Evangeli- 
cal Chureh. Both gentlemen brought greet- 
ings to the new pastor and his family. The 
congregation presented the pastor’s wife 
with a beautiful bouquet of cut flowers as 
an appreciation of her presence in the con- 
gregation, The pastor and his family sin- 
cerely thanked the congregation, particu- 
larly the ladies’ organizations, for the 
splendid renovations, to the amount of ap- 
proximately $900 made to the interior of 
the parsonage. The annual congregational 
meeting took place on Tuesday, Jan. 15, 
and the Every Member Canvass on Sunday, 
Jan, 20. The canvassers were schooled for 
this important task of Kingdom service. 


St. Paul’s Church, Greenville, O., Rev. 
Edgar V. Loucks, pastor, has been chris- 
tened The Chureh of Christian Cordiality. 
This title gives people and pastor much to 


Strive after, and they expect to make 
good. The Thank-offering service was 


materially assisted by the help of Green- 
ville’s supervisor of the Week-day School 
of Religion. The offerings were splendid. 
A Junior Chureh service is a part of the 
morning worship every two weeks. The 
Mission Band meets on the alternate Sun- 
days. The indoor picnie was a great suc- 
cess; it began with a family supper. While 
seated at the tables the pastor and his 
wife were surprised by being made the 
recipients of many gifts. Three playlets 
and plenty of stunts filled the program of 
an evening of fun and laughing. Near 
East Relief Day was observed with an of- 


DORAN’S MINISTERS MANUAL 


A Study and Pulpit Guide for 1929 
Edited by 
Rev. G. B. F. HALLOCK, D.D. 


This book utilizes for the benefit of 
the minister the idea which has been so 
successful in the Sunday School Teach- 
ers’ Annuals. 

It covers the calendar year and pro- 
vides material for every Sunday. There 
are sermons, illustrations, stories, notes 
on the Sunday School Lessons, ete. 

There are blank pages for the minister’s 
own ideas, and a weekly calendar for 
noting hs engagements. 

A Diversified Book of 728 pages— 
every page profuse with ideas; designed 
and bound for service. 


NET, $2.00 


Publication and Sunday School Board 
of the Reformed Church 


Schaff Building 
1505 Race Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 


fering. The Advent and Christmas serv- 
ices were hearty and helpful, brimful of 
cheer. The G. M. G. and the Philathea 
Class sent gifts to the Orphans’ Home, Ft. 
Wayne, Ind. A Christmas party, staged 
avound a Christmas tree, was given for the 
Beginners’, Primary and Junior Depts. 3 
members were received on Christmas Sun- 
day, making 10 additions in this pastor- 
ate. A beautiful candle-light service was 
conducted the last Sunday night of the 
year. The first Sunday of 1929 witnessed 
2 splendid services in the Church. The 
morning was occupied with a Preparatory 
Service, while at 7 P. M. the Community 
Communion Service was administered. The 
Every-Member-Canyass is going forward 
nicely, The Sunday evening attendances 
have erowded the Church. There have 
been some desirable improvements made in 
the Church property. The stereopticon 
which formerly occupied valuable space in 
the auditorium now rests in its own al- 
cove in a second floor room. From this 
elevation it is conveniently operated, be- 
ing neither seen nor heard by the econ- 
gregation, 


Dedication services of Zion Church, New 
Providence, Pa., Rev. Harry E. Shepardson, 
pastor, were held Dee. 30. The first House 
of Worship known as ‘‘Dutech Chureh’? 
was erected about 1730; in 1795 a stone 
Chureh was erected which served its pur- 
pose until the year 1868, when it was 
decided to relocate the Chureh and pur- 
chase additional ground, and a new Chureh 
was built valued at $12,000. In 1894 the 
building was remodeled, and repainted in 
1906. After 22 years of service it was 
decided that the building did not ade- 
quately care for the enlarged membership 
in Church and Church School and the eon- 
gregation elected a building committee 
May 1, 1927, consisting of Katie H. Helm, 
S. A. Stoneroad, Earl T. Pickell, Sue E. 
Andrews, William H, Stehman, Angie W. 
Peoples, and Frank E. Lefever. Ground 
was broken May 28 and the cornerstone 
laid June 24. On Armistice Day the 
tower, spire and bell were dedicated. The 
Church School and the 5 memorial windows 
were dedicated Dec. 2 and on Dee. 16, 


EDUCATION SUNDAY 


January 27, 1929. 


Attend services this Sunday 
and catch the spirit of an ex- 
panding interest in the work of 
Christian education. 
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FOR SALE—At a Special Price 

Two copies of the Reformed Chureh Hymnal 
and Partial Edition of the BOOK of Worship, 
keratol, gilt edges; original price, $2.15 per 
copy. These books were ordered in error by 
a subscriber to the MESSENGER and we 
would like to dispose of them for this party 
at the best possible price. They are in per- 
fect condition with the exception of a slight 
mark on the front cover where a name has 
been removed. If interested, please address 
REFORMED CHURCH MESSENGER, 1505 
Race Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 


1928, the entire building was turned over 
to the congregation. The free will offering 
on Dee. 30 amounted to $1,528.75. Rich- 
ter and Eiler, of Reading, were the archi- 
tects of the new American Colonial build- 
ing which is valued at $30,000. The Pro- 
gram Committee consisted of: Mrs. Wal- 
ter H. Winters, Mrs. John Johnson, Miss 
Winona S. Eckman, Miss Rachel Keene, 
and Elders Nelson Dyson, H. R. Heagy, 
and Harry W. Herr. The Finance Commit- 
tee: Miss Anna B. Andrews, Mr. R. D. 
Helm, Mrs. Chester M. Work, Mr. John 
G. Hall, and Deacons, Dr. John D. Helm, 
George Strubel, Jr., Lewis Eckman, 8S. L. 
Bassler, Fred P. Hecht, and Chester M. 
Work. This Church was served by the 
following pastors: Revs. Wm. Otterbein, 
1752-58; Wm. Stoy, 1758-63; Wm. Handel, 
1765-69; Charles Boehme, 1771; John C. 
Gobrecht, 1772-78; John T. Faber, 1779-82; 
Wm. Hendel, 1782-94; Christian Becker, 
1795-06; John Hoffmier, 1806-18; H. B. 
Schaffner, 1818-40; Mr. Weiler, 1841-43; B. 
D. Schory, 1847-50; E. H. Hoffheins, 1850- 
52; Wm. Goodrich, 1853-54; J. V. Eckert, 
1854-66; J. H. Fritchey, 1868-69; Joseph 
Hanneberry, 1870-75; W. E. Krebs, 1875- 
76; D. B. Shuey, 1876-82; J. M. Souder, 
1883-03; J. W. Ault, 1904-11; S. R. Kresge, 
1912-14; V. G. Hartman, 1914-16; and the 
present pastor, Rev. Harry E. Shepardson, 
‘since 1918. 


The Annual Congregational Meeting of 


. 


the First Church, East Mauch Chunk, Pa., 
Rev. D. F. Singley, pastor, was held on 
Thursday evening, Jan. 10 with a fairly 
good attendance. Victor Deppe was elect- 
ed President of the Congregation and John 
Campbell, secretary. The auditing commit- 
tee, composed of EK. E. Rinker, Chester Bis- 
bing and George Mummey reported that 
the treasurer’s books were correct and in 
excellent condition. The treasurer’s report 
showed receipts of $3260.14 in the current 
account; $703.56, music account; $1251, 
Property account, and $1260 in the Benev- 
olent account. There is a balance in each 
account at the end of the year with the 
exception of the music account. The bank 
balanee for all accounts is $549.55. The 


pastor’s report showed that during the 
year 25 members were admitted to the 


Church. His report also showed a loss of 
13 members. This loss was as follows: 3 
by dismissal, 3 by death and 7 by erasure. 
The present membership is 297. His re- 
port showed that 276 of these members 
availed themselves of the communion ser- 
vice throughout the year. 83 of the mem- 
bers had a perfect communion record for 
the entire year. He mentioned that 48 
copies of the ‘‘Reformed Church Messen- 
ger’? are getting into the homes of our 
people. His pastoral work consisted of 4 
funerals, 11 baptisms, and 5 marriages, be- 
sides 287 pastoral calls. The 8S. 8. treas- 
ury showed receipts in the current ac- 
count of $560.87; $159.69 in the benevolent 
account. There is a balance in both of 
these accounts of $94.33. The Monica Aid 
Society showed a receipt in the general 
fund of $266.80, and in the social fund of 
$55.46. After paying all of their bills 
they have a bank balance of $122.94. They 
have 58 members in good standing. The 
Choir showed receipts of $54.02 and ex- 
penses of $46.85, leaving a balance of $7.17. 
The Choir is composed of 26 members. The 
G. M. G. had receipts of $126.73 with ex- 
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Mears of 


Building” 


Charles W, Bolton Architect 


AStady toward better EeclesiasticalArchitecture helpfil 
in solving vatious Church problems ~~ Illustrated 


Distributed by The Presbytertan Mé W5INE 


505 Race. Street Philadelphia Pa, 
Price 50 Cents 


Cuticura Soap 
Shampoos 


Cleanse the scalp and hair of dandruff and dustand 
assist in the healthy growth of hair. You will be de- 
lighted with their fragrance and efficiency. Send for 
trial oucfit Soap and Ointment with full direétions. 
Address: “‘Cuticura,’”” Dept. D, Malden, Mass. 


penses of $62.70, leaving a balance of 
$64.03. The report of the Fellowship Club 
was not on hand, thus it could not be acted 
upon. This report also shows a balance. 
The report of the 8S. S. superintendent 
showed that 24 of the 170 members had 
perfect records for the year. Two of the 
members passed the Teacher Training 
course and were granted diplomas. Four 
of the young people attended the Sum- 
mer Conferesce at Farm Brook and the 
Missionary Conference at Collegeville. The 
Chureh and all of the departments seem 
to be in excellent condition and the Con- 
gregation complimented the Consistory and 
its helpers for the excellent standing. The 
Budget for 1929 was as follows: Current 
Account, $3900; Benevolent Account, 
$1200; Property Account, $1200; Total, 
$6300. This figure was acted upon by the 
congregation and set as the Budget for 
the year. : 


(Additional News in Brief on Page 25) 
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PEN PRICKS 
By John Andrew Holmes 
Men who go on transacting busi- 


ness during lunch, so physicians in- 
form us, are not in business for their 
health. 


Juntor Sermon 


By the Rev. Thomas Wilson Dickert, D. D. 


A LONG NAP 


Text, Isaiah 29:10, ‘‘Jehovah hath 
poured out upon you the spirit of deep 
sleep.’’ 


Although the words of our text were 
spoken to persons, I am going to speak 
them to animals; for the same God who 
poured out upon the enemies of Ariel the 
spirit of deep sleep, pours out upon many 
of His ereatures a deep sleep which is a 
great blessing to them. 


Where are the many birds and insects 
and animals that were with us in such 
great abundance dwing the summer 


months? Where do they spend the winter 
months? Some of them die when the cold 
weather comes, especially insects. Many 
of the birds fly southward in the fall, seek- 


ing a warmer climate. Some fishes of 
brooks and shallow streams seek deeper 
waters where they can live. 

This leaves a large number of animals 
to be provided for during the winter. 
Some of these are able to obtain food dur- 
ing the cold and snowy season. Others can- 
not secure food, therefore they go to bed 
and take a long nap, lasting in some eases 
as high as five or six months. 

Someone has written in a little verse: 
“*For every weary sparrow there’s a cozy 

nest, 

For every furry brother there’s a place 

of rest; 

’Tis God our Father knows them, and 

He gives the best.’’ 

God, in His wise providence, has so or- 
dained that the animals which cannot find 
food during the winter months shall take 
a long and a deep sleep. 

This habit of going to sleep in the win- 
ter is called ‘‘hibernation,’’?’ which means 
‘““winter sleep,’’? coming from the Latin 
word ‘‘hiems,’? which means winter. It 
niay seem strange to us in our Northern 
climate that there is something similar to 
hibernation in the climates that are ex- 


.cessively hot and dry. Some animals go to 


sleep because of the heat and dryness of 
summer when they are not able to securé 
food, This summer sleep is called ‘‘aesti- 
vation,’’ from the Latin word ‘‘aestas,’’ 
meaning summer. 


All this shows how God provides for the 


creatures He has made when they are not 
able to provide for themselves on account 
of extreme cold or extreme heat. 


This habit of animals to take a long 
nap during the winter, or to hibernate, 
was noticed by men long ago, and much 
time has been spent by students of ani- 
mal life to try to understand this habit 
more fully. Many experiments have been 
made with these animals to see what hap- 
pens during their period of hibernation. 
And the number of animals that take a 
winter nap is much larger than many 
persons suppose. I was myself surprised, 
when I looked into the subject, how nu- 
merous are the animals which hibernate. 

Most of us have known from éhildhood 
of this habit of taking a long winter nap 
on the part of the groundhog, or wood- 
chuck. This ‘little animal is well known 
in our section of the country, and is often 
captured or shot for its meat. It feeds on 
clover and other grasses, and also on 
vegetable, often doing much harm to the 


.products of the field and garden. Its home 


is usually in the woods, where it bur- 
rows in the ground, and often has many 
branching galleries. It does not store up 
food in the summer, as some other ani- 
mals do, but late in the fall it eats a 
g:eat deal and becomes very fat, and then 
it erawls into its burrow, eurls up, and 
sleeps all winter, living on the fat ,which 
it had stored up in its body. 

As many of you know, the seeond of 
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is known as ‘*Groundhog Day.’’ 


that day the ground: 
out of its burrow to see if it is 


February 


Ir is said that on 


hog Comes 

time to stay out of bed and to begin life 
for another year. But if the sun is shin- 
ing when it comes out, we are told, so 
that it sees its shadow, it will go back 
to its bed and sleep six weeks longer, 
when it will come out to stay. Therefore, 
many people say that if the groundhog 
sees its shadow on Groundhog Day we 
shall have six more weeks of winter 
weather, But if it is cloudy on Ground- 


hog Day, and the little creature does not 
see its shadow, it will remain outside, and 
we shall have an early spring. Many per- 
sons have great faith in these signs, while 
others do not believe in them at all. 
The hibernating habit of turtles was 
brought to my attention in a practical 
way this fall. A friend who moved away 
gave my young daughter three pet land 
turtles. It was late in the fall, and the 
time for hibernation was near at hand, so 
‘this friend gave us instructions as to 
what we should do. I dug up a corner 
in the flower bed about a foot deep and 
softened the ground and put it back in the 
hole. Then we placed a box, covered with 
a rubber mat, over this prepared plot, and 


placed the turtles into their box. The 
weather remained rather warm, and the 
turtles came out and took excursions 


around the yard. But on the first cold 
day we had, two of the turtles disappeartd 
and have not been seen since; the other 
one braved the weather a little longer, but 
when the air became frosty it also crawled 
into the ground for its long winter nap. 
There they will remain until the warm 
days in spring, when they will wake up 
and come forth and will look for some- 
thing to eat. 

Barthworms ‘burrow into the ground be- 
low the reach of frost, and there they re- 
main during the whole winter. Frogs bury 
themselves deeply in the mud beneath the 
water of the pond or stream. Serpents 
coil up in the crevices of rocks or in holes 
in the ground. Some animals, scuh as bats, 
chipmunks, and red squirrels, are light 
sleepers, and often on mild days will wake 
up, come out, and move about until the 
return of cold sends them back to bed. 

Some animals are deep sleepers, their 
sleep being as near death as possible. 
Among these are the woodchuck, the 
hedgehog, the Rocky Mountain marmot 
(an animal like the groundhog), the dor- 
mouse, the badger, and others. Experi- 
ments on these animals have brought out 
some interesting facts. The heart beats 
feebly and somewhat irregularly; the cir- 
culation of the blood continues, but much 
more slowly than in the waking period; 
breathing is almost suspended, and in 
some cases appears to be entirely gone. 
Marshall Hall says, ‘‘If a hibernating 
hedgehog be lightly touched it draws a 
deep breath, and breathing is maintained 
for a longer or shorter time before again 
ceasing, but if at the same time the tem- 
perature of the atmosphere be raised, 
respiration (breathing) becomes continu- 
ous and lethargy is succeeded by activ- 
Leys?” 

Another scientist tells us that hibernat- 
ing marmots and bats have been known to 
live four hours in carbon dioxide, a gas 
which proves almost instantly fatal to ani- 
mals in a state of normal activity. A 
hedgehog, which may be drowned in about 
three minutes when awake and active, has 
been removed from water uninjured when 
in deep winter sleep after being under the 
water for twenty-two and a half minutes, 
almost half an hour. 

Another thing that has been noticed in 
some of the hibernating animals is that 
the body cools down to a degree that in 
ordinary life would be fatal, and the 
senses fail to respond, except slightly to 
touch. 
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I have not space to mention all the 
hibernating animals, but, lest you might 
think that only small animals hibernate, I 
want to tell you that some bears also 
hibernate. In the northern portions of 
Europe and Asia, as well as in the Hima- 
layas, brown bears hibernate; and in the 
northern part of North America the 
grizzly bear takes a long nap. In some 
cases only the female bear  hibernates, 
while the male is abroad during all the 
long, dark polar night, even as far north 
as men have ever gone. 

The ‘‘Eneyclopaedia Britannica’’ de- 
votes five large pages to the discussion of 
hibernation, and ‘‘Compton’s Pictured En- 
cyclopedia’’ devotes almost two interest- 
ing pages, with pictures, to ‘‘Sleep That 
Lasts All Winter Long.’’ I am greatly in- 
debted to these books for information on 


this subject. 
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COLORED GLASSES 


Groping folk we have around— 

Some in every town are found. 

Seems to be their one delight 

To daub, with pessimistic blight, 

Any scheme that’s moving ’long, 

That gives enlightenment and song. 

They think the world is garbed in 
black, 

And progress tends to 
back.’’ 

Ahead the light they fail to see 

That lifts the veil of misery. 

Time unfolds evolution’s plan, 

Proven for the good of man. 

Every change they think a yoke 

In this world some good to choke. 

One should know the world is right, 

Unfolding always greater light, 

Helping men up higher climb 

To heights which give great peace 
of mind. 

Many men are greatly blessed— 

In worldly goods are richly dressed— 

Yet so much they do complain 

Because they only see the rain. 

They fail to see God’s shining sun 

Bright’ning the world for everyone. 

Have faith in God, and know His 
plan 

Is just the best for every man. 


“‘moving 


—Harry Troupe Brewer. 
Hagerstown, Md. 


We are told that ‘‘this year’s world out- 
put of motor-cars will run into millions.’? 
We are glad of this hint, and will try our 
best not to be one of those millions.— 
Liverpool Weekly Post. 


HOME EDUCATION 


‘*The Child’s First School is the Family’’ 
—Frobel, 


WHEN INDECISION IS CRUELTY 
May Whitcomb 

“‘May I go to the canyon with you?’’ 
Nine-year-old Alice broached the question 
as soon as the hard, all-day trip came up 
for discussion in the party with which she 
and her mother were spending the summer. 
“*Oh, I don’t know—we’ll see,’’ said her 


mother gaily, interested in the plans and. 


without giving the question any real con- 
sideration. . 

A decisive refusal at this point would 
probably have settled the matter without 
any great disappointment for Alice, but 
she speedily construed the evasive answer 


to mean that probably she could go, and 
made her plans accordingly, teasing for de- 
finite permission whenever the opportunity 
presented itself, 

‘*When we go to the canyon I’m going 
to wear my high boots.’’ ‘*Shall I need my 
camera when we go to the canyon?” ‘*Do 
you think I can ride Tex on the trail?’” 
For a week it went on. The half-hearted 
‘*Mother is afraid it is too long a trip for 
a little girl,’’ or ‘‘Mother doesn’t think 
you had better plan on going,’’ if heard 
made no impression. 

And when, on the evening before the 
expedition, Mrs. Morrison finally gave her 
decision and said that Alice could not go, 
what might have been expected happened.. 
Alice begged and teased and cried heart- 
brokenly over the disappointment. Then 
her mother, torn between the desire to give: 
in and let her go, and the fear of the 
dangers of the trip, added fuel to the fire 
by showing, only too plainly, that she was. 
wavering. Eventually, Alice cried herself 
to sleep, and her mother went to bed with 
a raging headache. 

Next morning the battle recommenced, 
Alice alternately teasing and crying, her 
mother commanding obedience and threat- 
ening to stay at home herself. Between 
the two, the pleasure of the start in the 
freshness of the early morning was spoiled 
for the entire party. The last glimpse from 
the bend of the trail showed Alice, full 
length on the grass, still sobbing in her 
anger and disappointment. 

According to her grandmother, when the 
matter was irrevocably settled by the dis- 
appearance of the party, Alice gradually 
recovered her spirits and played quietly 
with the other children, In the evening 
she greeted the returning party with eager 
inquiries and an account of how she had 
spent the day, And so everything was 
forgotten and no harm done — (?) 

This was probably the worst demonstra- 
tion during the summer, but minor ones 
were of frequent occurrence. Sometimes 
Alice won out, and, sometimes her mother 
carried off the palm, but her mother was 
perfectly sincere in saying that she could 
not understand why Alice should be so 
nervous and sensitive, nor why she teased 
and whined and never minded until she was 
forced to do so. 

Altogether, it somehow put one in min@ 
of the story of the small boy who wanted 
to have his terrier’s tail ‘‘ bobbed.” ‘‘But 


_won’t it hurt the dog to have hig tail eut 


off??? some one inquired. ‘‘Oh, no, not 
much,’’ he answered, ‘‘The man said he 
would do it a little bit at a time!’’ 


‘*While modern education is replete with 
significant movements I can conceive none 
greater than the growing recognition alike 
upon the part of psychologists and educa- 
tors of the significance of the pre-school 
years of the child. Our research in the 
field of psychology abundantly confirms the 
old saying that ‘as a twig is bent, the tree 
is inclined.’ ’’—W. D. Furry, President, 
Shorter College, Georgia. 

Has your town or city provided kinder- 
gartens for all of its little children? The 
National Kindergarten Association, 8 West 
Fortieth Street, New York, is always glad 
to assist anyone who desires to work for 
their establishment. 


‘‘Mother,’’ complained little Marjorie, 
“vou always give Eleanor the biggest slice 
of cake.’’ ‘But you see, dear, she is the 
biggest.’’? ‘Yes, and she always will be if 
you keep giving her the most to eat! ?*— 
Children, 


Diner: ‘‘Say, what kind of soup is 
this??? Waiter: ‘‘Why, chicken, sir.’’ 
Diner: ‘‘T don’t find any chicken in it.’’ 
Waiter: ‘‘Well, you wouldn’t expeet to 
find any horse in horse radish, would you??? 
—The Southern Congregationalist. 


JANUARY 24, 1929 


Bride (to butcher): What sort of roast 
do you think would go well with a perfect 
darling of a blue-and-white dinner set?— 


Life. 


birthday Greetings 


By Alliene S. DeChant 

A Philadelphia bank begins its 
advertisement with this statement: 
$45,000,000 in savings in the banks 
by American children. 


Your Birthday Lady found this in the 
Philadelphia ‘‘Publie Ledger’’ and I clip- 
ped it so quickly that I almost tore it in 
two. You see, I could searcely wait to 
tell you about it. Fortv five million dol 
lars is a lot of money and your Birthday 
Lady is proud that children have saved it. 
And she likes to see boys and girls stand 
in line in banks, in building and loan 
offices, or at school, ready to add nickels 
and dimes and quarters to their savings. 
And what do you suppose a little boy, one 
day long ago, did? He went down to his 
father’s bank to see if his money was 
still there. He even asked to see it! That 
small boy is now at our Franklin and 
Marshall College, Lancaster, and your 
Birthday Lady is sure that his savings 
helped to make his college-dream come 
true, Big folks save too. That is how 
fathers and mothers have money to buy 
a piano for you, to send you to school, 
and to pay for the home they have made 
for you. That is how your Birthday Lady 
managed to study at Oxford and Cam- 
bridge last summer and to go to the World 
Youth Peace Congress in Holland. Saving 
teaches us something else, doesn’t it, for 
‘savings’? boys and girls always have 
money to give away. And so, when days 
like Foreign Mission Day (February 10, 
this year) come around, we Birthday Club 
members will have a money gift to put 
into the ‘‘And a Little Child Shall Lead 
Them’’ envelope which our Dr. Bartholo- 
mew has prepared for us,—just as we had 
gift money on Home Mission Day last 
year, and at Christmas, for the orphans. 
‘*Saving and giving’’ greetings to my boys 
and girls who like money, which rightly 
used, helps us grow wise, and more ready 
to give. 

P. S.—On Thank-offering Sunday at our 
Pastor Yoh’s Heidelberg Church, in Phila- 
delphia, the Primary Department gave a 
thankoffering of 97 cents to the Woman’s 
Missionary Society. Your Birthday Lady 
is very thankful for that, for Thank-offer- 
ing money helps make Indian, Negro, Chi- 
nese, Japanese and the boys and girls of 
Mesopotamia, happy. 


Puzzle Box 


ANSWERS TO—BEHEADING ACROSTIC 


NO. 8 

1, L—ink. 

2. O—zone, 

3. N—ode. 

4, G—alley. 

5. F—action. 

6. E—vent. 

7. L—ode. 

8. L—ease. 

9. O—leander, 
10. W—age. 

—LONGFELLOW— 


CAN YOU ANSWER THESE CHURCH 
CALENDAR QUESTIONS? 

Everyone knows that Christmas always 

occurs on the same date every year— 

BUT— 

1. Does Epiphany always occur on the 

same date? If so, when? 
2. What does the word Epiphany mean? 
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3. What Festival has the Eastern or pier than when he was doing someth ng 
Greek Catholic Church celebrated on to torment the white boy. “ 

Spiphany Day? One day the Lttle white brother was 

4. What Festival is celebrated on the gone so long from the wigwam that his 


first day after Christmas, and why? 

5. What on the second day after Christ- 
mas, and why? 

6. On the third day after Christmas, and 
why? 

7. Name the 
Lent begins. 

8. How many days in Lent, not including 
the Sundays? 

9. What does the 
memorate? 

10. What is the correct name for the last 
week in Lent? 

11. Give the name of the Sunday that 
opens this week. 

12. What great Church Festival immedi- 
ately follows the Lenten season? 

13. What occurred on the preceeding Fri- 
day? 

14. How many days after Easter is Ascen- 
sion Day? 

15. How many days after Easter is Pente- 
cost? 

16. How many days after Ascension Day 
is Pentecost? 

17. What other name has Pentecost? 

18. What events are marked by Easter, 
Ascension Day, Pentecost? 


—A. M. S. 


day when the season -of 


season of Lent com- 


THE PASTOR SAYS— 


By John Andrew Holmes 
Preaching may be defined as an 
attempt to speak the truth consecu- 
tively for 30 minutes. Few can do 
it. 


Th’ worst thing about bein’ a parent is 
havin’ a little tired child come home from 
school ever’ evenin’ loaded down with al- 
gebras, histories, French text books. an’ 
writin’ pads, an’ believin’ we know enough 
t’ help it if we would.—Abe Martin. 


When An Indian Mother 
Scolded Her Boy 


Frances Margaret Fox 


You must know that this is a true story. 
It is about a ‘little white boy who was 
stolen in the long ago, and his Indian 
brother. The white boy was John Tanner, 
who, because he disobeyed his father, was 
stolen by the Indians. The father knew 
the Indians were watching his home in 
the wilderness. When he went out to hoe 
corn in the garden he carried a gun. He 
warned his boy to stay in the house, 

Instead of doing so, the little fellow not 
only left the house when his mother was 
not looking, but he stepped outside the 
fence for a look into the gloomy forest. 
An Indian snatched him, and John Tanner 
never saw any member of his own family 
again until he was a grown man. By that 
time he was so much of an Indian himself 
that he could not live happily with white 
men. 


When the Tanner boy was first stolen by 
the Indians, he was homesick. He was 
sorry from the bottom of his heart that 
he had disobeyed his good father. In time, 
though, he became used to hardships and 
no longer tried to escape from the Indians, 
He began to like them and the way they 
lived. 

An Indian family adopted the white boy, 
and Net-ne-kwa was the the name of his 
Indian mother. His Indian brother was 
Wa-me-gon-a-biew. This Indian brother 
delighted in teasing. He was never hap- 


indian mother was worried. She sent Wa- 
me-gon-a-biew to the woods to find him. 

At last Wa-me-gon-a-biew discovered his 
little white brother, just walking out of 
the woods into a clearing. ‘The minute 
he saw the white boy he was tempted to 
play a trick on him and give him a good 
scale, He was sure that little John would 
look behind when he began walking in the 
open; so, to tease him, he pretended to be 
a bear. 

The Indian brother was Wearing a big, 
old black coat. He put it over his head in 
a way to make him resemble a_ bear. 
When little John Tanner looked back, 
sure enough, he believed that a bear was 
following him. He therefore tried to get 
a good chance to shoot the animal. 

But that bear kept moving toward him 
so fast that he didn’t lare to shoot. Then 
John Tanner wondered why the blaek bear 
didn’t run away at the sight of a human 
being. He knew that black bears usually 
fled from any one with a gun in his hand. 
He decided to run himself, and run he did. 
But the bear ran, too. The faster the boy 
ran, the faster ran the bear, 

The little white boy was terribly fright- 
ened. By this time he knew he was being 
chased by a grizzly bear. He remembered 
that the Indians had often told him never 
to fire at a grizzly unless trees were near 
into which he could escape. He had been 
told, too, that if chased by a grizzly, he 
must never fire until the animal was close 
to him, 

Three times John Tanner turned to fire 
at the grizzly, but thinking the animal 
still too far off, he turned and ran again. 
That poor little boy ran and ran and ran, 
until at last he saw his own wigwam. 
Then he knew he was safe. He turned to 
fire at the bear, but there was no bear in 
sight. Instead of a bear, there was his 
brother Wa-me-gon-a-biew. And _ that 
Indian brother laughed and laughed at the 
big joke he had played on the little white 
boy. 

He was so merry that his mother came 
out to learn what the fun was about. 
When she found out what Wa-me-gon-a 
biew had done, she gave him a terrible 
scolding. She said that if the little white 
boy had shot him he would have done right 
and could not have been blamed. 

The Indian brother stopped dancing and 
laughing and looked foolish. The white 
boy sat down to rest, for he had indeed 
been badly frightened and his heart was 
beating too hard for comfort. He looked 
foolish, too, because he was ashamed that 
he didn’t know an Indian from a bear. It 
was rather gay, though, to hear that In- 
dian mother scold his Indian brother, She 
scolded, and scolded, and scolded. 


(All rights reserved) 


A negro passenger in the steerage, who 
was very seasick. was bantered by his 
friend as being a landlubber. ‘‘Dat’s cor- 
rect,’’? said the mal-de-mer victim weakly. 
‘Dey ain’t no ahgyment dere, Ah’s a land- 
lubber an’ Ah’s jes’ findin’ out how much 
Ah lubs it.’’—Boston Transcript. 


DIFFICULTIES ABOUT THE ARK 


A Methodist Bishop in the Northwest 
tells of a conversation he once had with a 
Wyoming man touching certain difficulties 
of the latter’s religious tenents. 

‘‘Bishop,”’ said this naive Westerner, ‘‘T 
do not refuse to believe the story of the 
ark, I can accept the ark’s great size, its 
odd shape, and the vast number of animals 
it contained; but when I am asked to be- 
lieve that the children of Israel carried 
this unwieldy thing for forty years in the 
wilderness, I must confess that my faith 
breaks down.’’—Christian Advocate, 
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The Famil 'y Altar 


Rev. Ambrose M. Schmidt, D. D. 
Jan, 28 to Feb. 3 


Thought: Read the 
Obey the Word. 


Practical Word. 


Study the World. 

Memory Hymn for January: “* Another 
Year is Dawning.’’ For February: ‘‘ Christ 
for the World We Sing.’’ 


Monday, January 28—The Word of God. 


Read Psalm 19:7-14. 
St. John begins his Gospel with the 
statement, ‘‘In the beginning was the 


Word, and the Word was with God, and 


the Word was God.’’ He, of course, is 
writing of the Incarnate Word, Jesus 
Christ. The Holy Scriptures are the writ- 


ten Word. In them God is revealing Him- 
self and His purposes, through words in- 
scribed by men, chosen by Him, and filled 
with the Holy Spirit. This ‘‘Word’’ was 
written for our instruction, admonition 
and correction. Except we become famil- 
iar with the written Word, read it, medi- 
tate upon it, and keep it; how can we 
hope to know God’s will to us-ward, and 
how can we find a safe light for life’s 
pathway? 

Prayer: Teach us, O God, not only to 
have reverence for Thy Word, but an 
earnest desire to know the way of life 
which Thou hast marked out for us to 


follow. Grant that we may walk accord- 
ing to the light which Thou hast re- 
vealed for us. Amen, 


Tuesday, January 29.—The Inspired Word. 
Read 2 Timothy 3:14-17. 

We have neither the time nor the space 
to diseuss the method of inspiration, nor 
would it profit us much by so doing. Let 
ws hold fast to the truth that the Bible 
not only contains the Word of God, but is 
the Word of God. No one knows how God 
breathed His spirit upon and into these 
chosen writers. If scholars, big and little, 
would waste less time in discussing the 
method of inspiration, and use more time 
in teaching the Word and living the Word, 
the world would know more of Jesus, and 
see more of Him in their lives. What the 
world is asking for today, is more men and 
women who are revealing the mind and 
heart of the Master, in their daily living. 
The world cares very little for creeds and 
controversies. 

Prayer: Thou Word of God Incarnate, 
evant unto us understanding minds and 
hearts, that we may behold the glory of 


Thyself revealed in the written words of 
Holy Writ. Amen. 


Wednesday, January 30—Jesus and the 
Scriptures. Read Matt, 4:1-11. 


It is a fine thing to be so familiar with 
the sacred Scriptures that we can quote 
them whenever we desire to do so. Jesus 
resisted Satan in his three-fold tempta- 
tion by quoting the Seriptures against 
Satan’s false use of them. How can we 
be familiar with the Scriptures except we 
read, study, meditate upon them? There 
was a time when children committed to 
memory entire chapters of the Old and 
New Testament, and found a joy in doing 
so. Is it not a misfortune that there are 
so many today who are named Christian, 
to whom the Bible is a sealed book? What 
better service can we render ourselves, 
than to read and meditate upon at least 
one chapter, in the Bible, every day. 

Prayer: Quicken in us, O God, a desire 
to know more of Thee and of Thy holy will 
as revealed in Thy Word. Give us willing 
minds and hearts to read and study the 
Book, that will guide us into the way of 
a fuller fellowship with Thee. Amen, 


Thursday, January 31—A Divine Guide. 
Read 2 Peter 1:12-21. 

Just one week ago we wrote of the Holy 
Spirit as our divine Guide. Today we 
are asked to meditate upon the Holy 
Seriptures as our divine Guide. There is 
no contradiction here, these two supple- 
ment each other. The written Word, 
studied and followed, will guide us as 
‘A lamp shining in a dark place.’’ The 
Holy Spirit breathes upon the written 
Word, illumines its pages and helps us to 
understand the things which, without His 
aid, would be as hidden mysteries. There 
are a great many false teachers and false 
guides in the world today, and wise is the 
man who chooses the guide who will lead 
him in safety all the way. 

Prayer: 

““My dear Redeemer, and my Lord, 

I read my duty in Thy Word; 

But in Thy life the law appears, 

Drawn out in living characters.’’ 

Amen, 


Friday, February 1—Delight in the Scrip- 
tures. Read Psalm 1. 

Have you ever committed to memory 
this Ist Psalm? If not, do so. It will be 
helpful to you in many ways. It marks 
out very plainly three attitudes towards 
sin, that must be avoided, and blessed is 
the man who makes a safe escape! ‘‘ Walk 
—Stand—Sit.’’ It’s a picture that says— 
‘“Cooing, going, gone.’’ First, the man 


walking in the way of sin. Second, the 
man standing in the midst of sin and be- 
coming interested. Third, the man sitting 
down in the midst of sin and sinners, and 
finding delight in so doing. The, wise 
man, the godly man, will avoid and shun 
all such companionships, He seeks to know 
and to follow the path that leads to the 
Father’s house. 

Prayer: 
“*O grant us grace, Almighty Lord, 

To read and mark Thy holy Word; 

Its truth with meekness to receive, 

And by its holy precepts live.’’ 

Amen. 


Saturday, February 2—Teaching the Scrip- 
tures. Read Nehemiah 8:1-8. 


That must have been a great day in the 
history of Israel, when on the first day of 
the seventh month, multitudes of men and 
women, gathered in the public square and, 
fiom early morning until midday, Ezra 
read the Book of the Law to them and 
““oave the sense, so that they understood 
the reading.’’ What a great day it would 
be, for us as a nation, if such an event 
could be repeated in our cities, towns and 
villages! What miracles might be wrought 
if the Law and the Gospel were introduced 
into our homes, schools and all institutions 
of learning, as a text book, to be read 
and studied daily! St. Paul says the law 
is our school master to bring us to God. 
Many are forgetting that there is a God. 

Prayer: Teach me Thy Way, O Lord, 
that I may walk in the light of Thy 
truth. Give ear unto my prayer, and heark- 
en unto the voice of my supplications. 
Amen, 


Sunday, February 3—Light for Life’s 
Pathway. Read Psalm 119:105-112. 


God said, ‘‘Let there be light,’’ and there 
was light, ‘‘From that day on through all 
the centuries, the sun had lighted the 
earth and life has been born anew. With- 
out light there could be no life. God’s 
Word has been given as a lamp unto our 
feet and a light unto our path. The Lord 
Jesus came as the Life and Light of men. 
It is only when men love darkness rather 
than light, that sin abounds. Life’s path- 
way is full of danger places, and unless we 
follow the Light of the World, and walk 
in the light, as He is in the light, we will 
stumble and fall. 

Prayer: Give us Thy children, dear 
Lord, an earnest desire to walk in the 
Light; to live in the light of Thy revealed 
Word; to walk in the footsteps of Him 
who lighteth every man that cometh into 
the world. Amen. 
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SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON and as it is recorded in His law. Both in 


Prof. Theo. F. Herman, D.D., Lancaster, Pa. 
Saxagesima, February 3, 1929 
The Holy Scriptures 
Psalm 19:7-14; 2 Timothy 3:14-17 

Golden Text: Open thou mine eyes, that 
I may behold wondrous things out of thy 
law. Psalm 119:18. 

Lesson Outline: 1. The Letter. 
Spirit. 3. The Power. 

Our topie is the Bible. Its subtitles are, 
whv read the Bible? and, What is the 
Bible for? Two passages are given us from 
this study. The one is a portion of the 
Nineteenth Psalm. In this beautiful hymn, 
ascribed to David, he praises the glory 
of God as it #8 revealed in nature (vs. 1-6), 


2. The 


the material and in the spirjtual world God 
has manifested Himself. His truth is re- 
vealed in both. Science does not contra- 
dict religion. Knowledge and faith do 
not conflict. The second passage is from 
the pen of Paul. It is a beautiful ad- 
monition to his beloved spiritual son, Tim- 
othy, concerning the ‘‘sacred writings’’ 
which he had known ‘‘from a babe.’’? The 
aged apostle bids the young man ‘‘abide 
in the things which thou hast learned and 
hast been assured of.’? He reminds him 
that ‘‘every scripture inspired of God is 
profitable for teaching, for reproof, for 
correcting for instuection which is in 
righteousness. 


Directly, of course, these selected pass- 


ages do not refer to our Bible. When 
David magnified the glory of God in his 
great hymn of praise the Old Testament 
was still in the making. Many of its 
books had not even been written. And 
none had as yet been collected into a 
sacred canon, And in the life-time of 
Paul the books of the New Testament were 
just beginning to be composed. He him- 
self, as we know, was the author of many 
writings that were finally placed into the 
New Testament. 

Now Paul’s admonition and Davyid’s 
praise of God’s revelation in nature and 
religion are just as pertinent and import- 
ant today as when they were first writ- 
ten. More 60, perhaps, and, if we wish, 
we may teach these great passages devo- 
tionally. 

We may make them the basis of ad- 
monition and exhortation. But for a real 
study of our topic these passages can 
merely pave the way. Our topie points 
to our Bible and asks some great ques- 
tions about it. What is it? Why read it? 


That such a study is timely and most 
necessary becomes obvious when we reeall 
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the controversies that are being carried on 
about this sacred book. We praise it above 
all others, but do we really understand it? 
Do we know its origin, its history, and 
its true meaning? More to be feared than 
skepticism is a bibliolatry that combines 
fanatical zeal with crass ignorance, The 
Bible is not a talisman, possessing magical 
potencies. It is not a meteorite that fell 
from heaven. It is very like other books 
in its making. Only in its message and 
meaning does the Bible differ from every 


other book on earth. There we discern 
that God truly inspired it, even though 
men wrote it. 


To know why and how to read the Bible, 
and how to get help from it requires a 
consideration of three closely related as- 
‘pects of the Book, To put it another way, 
there are three questions concerning the 
Bible which we must ask and answer be- 
fore we can use it intelligently and profit- 


ably. These questions are as follows: 
What is the historical meaning of the 
Bible? What is its spiritual or religious 


significance? What is its authority? They 
concern, respectively, the letter, the spirit, 
and the power of the Bible. 

J. The Letter. What is the historical 
meaning of the Bible? That question con- 
cerns its outer form, its letter. And, ob- 
viously, no amount of piety can answer it. 
What is needed here for a truthful answer 
is accurate knowledge, which requires care- 
ful investigation and study. In the last 
two centuries an ineredible amount of la- 
bor has been bestowed upon the Scriptures 
by scholars of many lands. Thanks to 
them we know more about the Bible than 
any previous generation. And to eall 
these devoted men ‘‘crities’’ does not veil 
their merit, nor diminish the indebtedness 
of all who really love the Book. The word 
critic does not, primarily, denote one who 
criticizes and condemns, but one who gath- 
ers and examines facts in order that he 
may separate fact from fiction and truth 
from tradition. Only in that high sense 
may we speak of biblical scholarship as 
criticism. 

Now the historical inquiry makes it 
clear that our Bible is not one book, but 
many. It is, in reality, a library of sixty- 
six books, They were written in the course 
of about one thousand years, by many dif- 
ferent authors, most of whom are unknown 
to us. Moreover, they were originally 
composed in two foreign languages, He- 
brew and Greek. Hebrew has been a dead 
language since before the birth of Christ, 
and modern Greek is very different from 
the idiom of the New Testament. And, 
again, our Scriptures were produced in a 
land and civilization that differs radically 
from any western country in custom, habit, 
and outlook upon life. 

The large number of books found in our 
Bible is fully matched by the variety of 
its contents. Practically every imaginable 
form and type of literature is represented 
in this ancient library. In the Old Testa- 
ment we find traditions as old as mankind 
concerning the beginning of all things, pa- 
triarchal narratives concerning the pioneers 
of the Hebrews, historical chronicles cover- 
ing many centuries of their national life. 
There we also find hymns and sermons, pro- 
verbs and books of wisdom, priestly rules 
and regulations, heroic tales and apocalyp- 
tie visions. Then, in the New Testament, 
we have four marvelous sketches of the 
life of Jesus, a brief history of the early 
expansion of Christianity in the Roman 
empire, a number of devotional and doc- 
trinal letters by various authors to groups 
of Christians and to certain individuals, 
and, finally, a glowing apocalypse. 

To complete our historical view of the 
Bible we must realize that these sixty-six 
books were, first, selected from a much 
larger number of similar books, and, then, 
collected into one volume, called ‘‘the 
canon’? of the Scriptures. This process 
of selecting the books of our Old Testa- 
ment began near the end of the seventh 
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century B. C., and it continued into the 
Christian era. Strictly speaking, there was 
no Old Testament such as ouis, even in 
the time of Jesus. A ies Similar process 
marked the origin of the New Testament. 
Gradually its present books were written, 
selected, and collected for devotional, edu- 
cational, and controversial purposes, As 
late as the fourth century it remained an 
open question how many books deserved a 
place in the Christian Scriptures, All 
seemed to agree on 22 of our 27 N. T. 
writings, but the remaining five were in 
dispute (Hebrews, Second Peter, Second 
and Third John, Jude, Revelation). 

Finally, we must remember that every 
biblical book was written by hand, long 
before the age of printing. The original 
manuscripts are lost beyond recovery. They 
were edited and copied by many pious 
hands. Yet the utmost piety did not guar- 
antee accuracy. Accordingly the remain- 
ing biblical manuscripts, numbering thous- 
ands, contain many variations in their 
text. An important part of the work of 
biblical scholars consists in the laborious 
effort to restore the original text as nearly 
as possible. The last chapter in the history 
of the Bible takes up the translation of 
the original Hebrew and Greek writings in- 
to many foreign tongues, the printing of 
the Bible, and its distribution by millions 
of copies annually. Our Bible is by far 
‘*the best seller.’’ 

Il. The Spirit. What is the meaning of 
this Book, its religious significance? 
question takes us to its inner spirit, which 
no amount of scholarship can discern, If 
information alone can answer the historical 
inquiry, it is equally true that only per- 
sonal religion, genuine piety can pene- 
trate to the soul of the Bible and appre- 
hend its precious significance. It is pos- 
sible for us today to know more about 
the Bible than our forefathers; and, one 
may add, it is necessary as well, for 
many reasons. But, by itself, more knowl- 
edge about the Bible does not mean a 
deeper apprehension of its meaning. 

Here, in the spirit of the Bible, we find 
the inner unity which the historical in- 
quiry seems utterly to destroy. After all, 
the Bible is one book, even the Book of 
Books. The bond that unites these many 
and diverse writings, and that warrants 
their inclusion in a single volume is the 
revelation of God which they record. These 
sixty-six books contain, as it were, the 
autobiography of the living God. He first 
wrote it into the heart of a unique people 
and stamped it upon their national history. 
In their sins and sorrows, in their desires 
and aspirations, in their failures and vic- 
tories God revealed His law and His love 
to them. Then men of deep spirit and 
vision—priests, prophets, and sages—pro- 
claimed God’s revelation in sermons and 
songs, and recorded it upon parchment. 

That story of the living God, of His 
loving quest of sinful man, runs through 
many chapters. And it rises from level to 
level until it reaches its culmination in the 
person of Jesus. But where, outside our 
Bible, can we find so complete a history 
of the genesis and growth of religion, and 
of its glorious completion in the gospel of 
Christ? Take away the Old Testament, 
and you have a tree without root. Omit 
the New Testament, and you have a mere 
trunk, without flower or fruit. Take both 
together, and you have the tree of religion 
planted deep in the soil of humanity and 
towering up into the soul of Christ, in 
whom man is complete, 

Only he who penetrates through the let- 
ter to the spirit will know the Bible. To 
our historical student, this Holy Book is 
merely the remnant of the national liter- 
ature of the Jews and of the primitive 
Christian Church. He will find on its 
earlier pages much that challenges doubt 
and denial. And nowhere in its many 
books will he find anything that makes 
him ery out, ‘‘God is here and I knew it 
not.’? But the seekers of God will find 
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holy ground in the Bible, from Genesis to 
Revelation. Here God speaks to him, as 
nowhere else, Life manifests its mystery 
and its majesty. Death is illumined and 
destiny revealed. Sin is diverted of all 
its disguises, and salvation is found. But 
he must sincerely seek God in order to 
find Him in the Bible. The scholar may 
know more ‘‘about’’ the Bible than hum-. 
ble folk that have no biblical learning. 
But only the humble and the contrite heart 
knows the Bible as ‘fa lamp unto my feet, 
and a light unto my path.’’ 


But why should the one exclude the 
other? Why should history and piety for- 
ever quarrel about our Bible? In order to 
reach the aim that Paul mentioned to 
Timothy—‘‘that the man of God may be 
complete, furnished completely unto every 
good work,’’ history and piety should go 
hand in hand, as comrades and helpers one 
of the other. Let us seek both historical 
information and spiritual appreciation of 
the Book of Books. 

III, The Power. Finally we must ask, 
What is the authority of the Bible? Where 
is the source and seat of its spiritual pow- 
er—in its letter or in its spirit? Is it 
found in the manner by which it was made 
or in the truth which it proclaims and re- 
veals? 

There are those who claim that the 
Bible is true because it was infallibly in- 
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Spired and inerrantly written by the Holy 
Spirit through human agents. But the 
sible itself nowhere makes such a claim. 
And the historical inquiry into its origin 
completely shatters this man-made theory 
of inspiration. If the authority and power 
of our Bible had no surer and better sup- 
port than this ecclesiastical theory of verb- 
al and inerrant inspiration, we might well 
fear for its fate and fortune in the world 
of tomorrow. 

It is the truths which men find in the 
3ible that explains its perennial power ov- 
er the heart of man. There les its auth- 
ority and inspiration, And no advance in 
civilization can rob it of its spiritual 
sceptre and crown. So long as the heart 
of man remains as we know it, it will find 
in these holy writings the truth and grace 
which are its Manna. They will know that 
these writings are inspired of God, not 
because they were verbally dictated by the 
Holy Spirit, but because the Bible ‘‘ finds 
them’’ in the depths and heights of life. 

Such inspiration is not found in the same 
degree in all parts of the Bible. Who can 
truly find it in the Song of Solomon? Even 
Luther despaired of it. And who can miss 
it in the gospel, save he whose heart is 
evil? It is there, in the gospel of Christ, 
that we feel most of all the power and 
authority of the Bible. He speaks with 
authority to the heart of mankind. And 
He is the criterion for all the rest of the 
Bible. 

Thus, then, in this freefold manner, let 
us ‘fread and study the Bible,’’ in order 
to get help from it for our lives as the 
followers of Jesus, 

Note: Two helpful books on the topic 
are, ‘The Birth of the Bible,’’ by Theodore 
Heysham, and ‘‘The Making and Meaning 
of the New Testament,’’ by J. H. Snowden. 
Both are inexpensive. They may be or- 
dered from the Publication and 8. 8. 
Board. And they should be read by all 
who teach the Bible. 


THE CHRISTIAN ENDEAVOR TOPIC 
By the Rev. Charles E. Schaeffer, D. D. 


February 3rd—The Challenge of Christ To 
the Youth of the World. Matt. 10:16-32. 


(Christian Endeavor Day.) 


The youth of the world! What an in- 
spiration; what latent possibilities; what 
glorious hopes and promises! Old age is 
for experience, but youth for experiment. 
Old age is noted for wisdom but youth 
for winsomeness. The youth of the world 
form a mighty army. Never in the history 
of the world was any class of people more 
highly favored than the youth of today. 
What a remarkable equipment is theirs! 
What superior advantages they have! What 
incomparable treasures are put into their 
hands and at their disposal! .They are 
the most favored of all folks that the 
sun ever shone upon. Physically, they are 
stronger and more robust than their an- 
cestors. We have mastered many of the 
diseases which once invaded the bodies of 
men and brought them to early death. We 
have pushed the age limit ten years fur- 
ther on. The youth of today are healthier 
and more beautiful than the youth of any 
other period. They have been furnished 
with mental and intellectual equipment. 
Books and literature, papers and period- 
icals are constantly before their eyes. Edu- 
cational advantages have never been bet- 
ter. Never was there such a large army 
of youth attending our colleges and uni- 
versities and never did they get a more 
comprehensive mental training than today. 
They are likewise furnished with a rich 
moral and _ spiritual equipment. The 
standards of life are higher. The environ- 
ment in which young people live today is 
better. The influences of life from every 
quarter that play upon folks today are 
superior to those of a generation or more 
ago. When one thinks of the world in 
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which the lot of the youth is cast today 
one envies them their opportunities. 

Sometimes old folks lament the frivolity 
and giddiness of youth and they fear lest 
our young people are all going to ruin. 
But the youth of today are not any worse, 
they are actually better, than the youth 
of any other day. The fact is that the 
youth express themselves differently from 
what they did generations ago. If the 
youth are worse today than they were yes- 
terday the fault les not with them but 
with those who are older, for it is these 
older folks who may not have set them 
the proper example and may not have giv- 
en them the proper direction. But youth 
is better today and it will be better to- 
morrow. We do not despair but we have 
faith in youth. We believe that they will 
face up to every opportunity and responsi- 
bility which may confront them in life. 

The youth of today are the rulers of the 
world. Paul said to Timothy, ‘‘Let no man 
despise thy youth.’?’ The leaders of the 
world in every age have been young men 
and women. The Apostles were compara- 
tively young men. Jesus was a young man. 
These young men went forth in the ardor 
and enthusiasm of their youth and became 
the pillars of the Church. They reorgan- 
ized society and set forces into motion that 
have been accumulating throughout these 
years. 

On one occasion, we are told, Jesus 
In that young 
man we see certain characteristics of all 
young people. There was, first of all, the 
young man’s zeal, his enthusiasm. We are 
told that he came running to Jesus. He 
was in earnest. There was abounding 
vim and energy in him. This is character- 
istic of young folks. There is an abound- 
ing life. They do with their might what 
their hand finds to do. What a valuable 
asset in life this is! The work of Jesus 
requires earnest, enthusiastic people. It was 
this spirit of earnestness which drew Jesus 
towards the early Apostles, for when He 
saw how eagerly and earnestly they were 
engaged in fishing, He called them to be- 
come fishers of men. We need this spirit 
of earnestness in the Christian life. There 
are too many people who do not take it 
seriously enough. They enter into it in 
a half-hearted, indifferent and anaemic 
fashion. Jesus wants enthusiasts, earnest- 
minded, zealous, ardent, active people. 

In the next place this young man was 
devout. He not only came running but 
he kneeled before Jesus. He had the spirit 
of reverence and humility. Sometimes 
this élement is lacking in youth. Some- 
times they are presumptious and haughty 
and irreverent. Sometimes they lack hu- 
mility of the proper sort. One of the 
great needs of our day is reverence. It 
needs to be instilled into the minds of 
our young people—reverence for the Sane- 
tuary, reverence for the Sabbath, reverence 
for the Bible, reverence for sacred things 
and sacred places and sacred seasons. 

And then this young man had a quest 
for the highest. He asked, ‘‘What good 
thing must I do that I may inherit eter- 
nal life?’’’ That was the noblest aim and 
ambition of his life as it must be of every 
life. Too often young folks are concerned 
only about the things of this life. They 
want to have all the good things that life 
can furnish. They want pleasure and pro- 
fit and power, but the real quest of the 
soul should be after the highest and best, 
after eternal life. No wonder, therefore, 
that the Bible tells us that when Jesus 
saw this earnest, devout and inquiring 
youth He loved him. 

The challenge of Christ to the youth of 
the world may be expressed in two great 
words which oceur over and over again in 
the Bible. The one is the word, ‘‘come.’’ 
““Come unto Me.’? Sometimes Jesus said, 
‘‘Pollow Me.’’ ‘The first thing that the 
youth of the world must hear and heed is 
this challenge of Christ, to follow Him, to 
identify their lives with His. You cannot 


live your life apart from Christ. It will 
be empty and vain and meaningless, You 
will never have real success in life with- 
out it. Consequently Christ challenges us 
to a sincere love and loyalty unto Him. 
We are told that the early Disciples were 
called in order that they might be ‘‘with 
Him.’’ Later on we are told that folks 
observed that Peter and John had been 
‘with Jesus.’’ No one can render any 
worth while service for Jesus without 
close and intimate fellowship with Him. 
There are some who despise the ‘‘come 
to Jesus’’ appeal. Surely in its cheap and 
tawdry form it makes no appeal, but in 
the higher and better sense it is the great- 
est possible appeal. Coming to Jesus 
means identification of oneself with His 
mind and purpose and program in the 
world. We want to take our stand along- 
side of Him and catch the inspiration of 
His strong personality. We want to learn 
the lesson of life from Him and this ean 
be done only by intimate association with 
Him. 

The second word is ‘‘go.’’ How often 
that word occurs in the Bible! It was 
one of the great words upon the lips of 
Jesus. “Go, work in My vineyard.’’ 
“*Go ye into all the world.’’ ‘‘Go and 
tell thy friends what great things the 
Lord hath done for thee.’’ The challenge 
of Jesus to the youth of the world, there- 
fore, is to go and serve. This demands 
the consecration of all the powers of our 
being. We are endowed with physical, 
mental and moral powers in order that we 
may render the greatest possible service 
to Christ. If we use these abilities which 
are at our disposal for selfish ends we 
are prostituting our talents. But if we 
take the gifts that are ours and consecrate 
them upon the altar of service in the 
Church, in the State, in business, in soci- 
ety, in pleasure, everywhere, then we are 
responding as we should to the challenge 
which Christ gives to us. Such consecra- 
tion to service requires a high type of 
courage, but this is another one of the 
fine qualities which youth possesses, In 
them is the spirit of adventure and dar- 
ing. Old folks are cautious, but the youth 
are venturesome. Old folks hesitate, but 
youth plunge. They see no danger. It is 
upon such folks that the future of the 
world devolves. The youth of today are 
the leaders 6f tomorrow. We need con- 
secrated members of our Churches. We 
need loyal and intelligent and high minded 
citizens of the State. We need unsel- 
fish leaders in industry. And if these 
high qualities are possessed and cherished 
by the youth of today they will appear 
as flower and fruit in the men and wo- 
men of tomorrow. 

On this Anniversary Day of the Chris- 
tian Endeavor Society, which is a world-- 
wide organization of young people, there 
comes the fresh challenge of Christ to the 
youth of the world to dedicate themselves 
to the things of Christ and to work with 
Him in the realization of His Kingdom 
upon the earth. 


REV. ALFRED MARTIN SCHAFFNER 


Rev. Alfred Martin Schaffner, late pas- 
‘tor of the Reformed Church at Plymouth, 
Pa., died at the parsonage of the Re- 
formed Church Sunday evening, Dee. 23, 
1928. On the evening of Dec. 18, in ap- 
parent vigor of health, he was stricken by 
apoplexy. He became unconscious at once 
and remained in that state until his death. 

The funeral services were held on the 
afternoon of Dec. 26 in charge of Rev. 
James M. Mullan, superintendent of the 
Department of the East of the Board 
of Home Missions. Rev. H. A. Shiffer, of 
Wilkes-Barre, offered prayer at the par- 
sonage, At the Church, Rey. E. W. Stone- 
braker, of Wapwallopen, president of Wyo- 
ming Classis and a college classmate of the 
deceased, spoke for the Classis; Rey. Da- 
vid W. Kerr, of Bloomsburg, Pa., another 
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eollege classmate of the deceased, offered 
prayer; Rev. Clarence Russell, of the Pres- 
byterian Church at Plymouth, took part 
in the service, representing the Kiwanis 
Club, of which the deceased was a mem- 
ber, and Rev. Hugh Griffith, of Plymouth, 
president of the Ministers’ Association of 
Plymouth; spoke for the Churches and for 
the community. Superintendent Mullan 
preached the sermon. There also were in 


attendance upon the funeral services Revs. 


C. H. Kichline, Orangeville; J. C. Brum- 
bach and J. K. Adams, of Bloomsburg; 
Homer 8S. May, of Wilkes-Barre; Robert 
W. Hucke, of Nanticoke, and Joseph Yost, 
of Seranton—all neighboring ministers of 
the Reformed Chureh and of the Wvyo- 
ming Classis, of which the deceased was 
a member. There were present also Revs. 
William C. Hickman, D. C. Evans, J. G. 
Evans, William T. Williams from neigh- 
boring Churches of sister denominations 
at Plymouth. The burial took place on the 
following day in the cemetery at Mer- 
cersburg, Pa., December 27. Members of 
the Consistory of the congregation, acecom- 
panying the funeral as pallbearers, were: 
Elders E. H. Teske, Henry Deitz, and 
Deacons Fred Shallhamer, Henry Geist, 
Irwin Eckhart and John Bump. 

Alfred Martin, son of the late Daniel 
and Salome (Hoerner) Schaffner, was born 
at Hoernerstown, Pa., Oct. 11, 1864. He 
spent the years of his boyhood and youth 
in his native community, where he at- 
tended the public schools. He 'taught for 
several years in the public schools near 
his home. He attended college at Mercers- 
burg and Franklin and Marshall College 
at Lancaster, where he was graduated in 
1890. He was a member of the Phi Kappa 
Psi Fraternity and of the Diagnothian Lit- 
erary Society. He was graduated from the 
Theological Seminary at Lancaster in 
1893. 

He was twice married. His first mar- 
riage was to Isabel Kesler Slick, of Mer- 
cersburg, Pa., March 9, 1893. To this 
union were born one daughter, Caroline, 
who died at the age of three years, and 
four sons, all surviving their father: Dan- 
iel M., of Chicago, Ill.; Paul L., of In- 
dianapolis, Ind.; Walter F. and Henry K., 
of Jersey City, N. J. His wife died Decem- 
ber 28, 1901. It was his pride, and an 
achievement of -distinetion, that he had 
sent his four sons to college and had seen 
them all graduated from his own alma 
mater. His second marriage was to Emma 
FE. Shuman, of Catawissa, Pa., January 25, 
1912, who also survives him, with one Sis- 
ter and two brothers: 8S. Carrie Schaffner 
and F. J. Schaffner, Esq., both of Hum- 
melstown, Pa., and Henry Schaffner, M. D., 
of Enhart, Pa. In addition to the organ- 
izations already referred to, he belonged 
to the Masonic Lodge of. Myersdale, Pa., 


and the Caldwell Consistory at Blooms 
burg, Pa., and the Knights of the Golden 
Eagle, of Catawissa, Pa. 

At the time of his death he was serving 
his seventh pastorate. These pastorates 
were at Emmittsburg, Md., 1893-1895; 
Meadville, Pa., 1895-1900; Ruffsdale, Pa., 
1900-1904; Catawissa, Pa., 1904-1911; 
Orangeville, Pa., 1914-1920; Ellwood City, 
Pa., 1920-1926; Plymouth, Pa., 1926 until 
his death, December 23, 1928. Between 
his pastorates at Catawissa and Orange- 
ville he was proprietor and editor of the 
““Myersdale (Pa.) Commercial.’’ 


In his several pastorates he magnified 
his ministry by scrupulous regard for the 
amenities of his office, conscientious dis- 
charge of his duties, and a godly walk 
and conversation, He commended the 
Churches he served to the communities in 
which he labored by taking an active part 
in the co-operative work of the Churches 
and other agencies seeking the moral and 
welfare of all the people. Many 
people in all these Churches and communi- 
ties have heard of his death with deep 
sorrow and heartfelt grief and an awaken- 
ing of memories of his services that are 
still greatly cherished. He was a careful 
and efficient administrator of the business 
interests of the Churches he served, and 
un informed edueator of the children and 
youth, in consequence of which there fol- 
low after him works of enduring quality. 


He had offered himself for Home Mis- 
sion work, and that at a time in his min- 
istry when he might properly have looked 
for less arduous fields. His last two pas- 
torates were in Home Mission Churches, 
in both of which he rendered valuable 
service. He had expressed his desire to 
eontinue in Home Mission work until the 
end of his ministry. At the time of his 
death he was having a very promising pas- 
torate. Under his vision of the possibili- 


social 


MESSENGER 


i) 


ties of the field and his zeal for the work, 


the members of the Church were cour- 
ageously facing difficult problems with 


confidence that there is a larger place of 
influence in the life of their city for the 
First Church of Plymouth than they had 
before realized. The affection of his 
ple and the esteem of the community were 
impressively attested during the days of 
his illness and the period of his death be- 
fore burial by many kindnesses shown the 
aflicted household, and by a profusion of 
beautiful flowers. 

At the funeral service two 
lections of the deceased were read: 
“‘Asleep in Jesus’’ and Tennyson’s 
**Crossing the Bar.’’ The former of these 
expressed his abiding confidence; the lat- 
ter doubtless expressed deeply and beau- 
tifully the anxiety he felt for his beloved 
when the ‘time of his departure should 
that they sorrow not as_ others 
which have no hope. 


(See Additional Obituaries on Page 32) 
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THE 25TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE 

PRESENT PASTORATE OF DR. 

E. P. SKYLES IS OBSERVED 
With the passing of the year 1928, Rev. 
Dr. EH. P. Skyles completed 25 years as 
the pastor of St. Mark’s Church, Cumber- 
land, Md. Dr. Skyles took charge of the 
congregation Jan. 1, 1904, coming from 
Berlin, Pa., where he had served the Zion’s 
charge for 8% years. St. Mark’s at that 
time was a Mission and had a member- 
ship of 88. During the 25 years, 560 mem- 
bers have been added and the present ac- 
tive membership numbers 400. During 1904 
the parsonage was built, and in 1912 the 
chapel was torn down and the present 
Church edifice erected and furnished. It 
was dedicated in March, 1913. In 1918 the 
congregation became self-supporting. In 
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1923 the Church was frescoed throughout 
and the pipe installed. Financially, 
St. Mark’s has always been able to raise 
the money and asked in the gen- 
eral missionary and benevolent work of 
the Church. In the 25 years, $102,000 has 
contributed, of which sum $26,500 


ol1gan 


needed 


been 


has been given to the missionary and gen- 
eral work of the Church. The various or- 
ganizations are in a flourishing condition. 
The S. S. has grown to such a proportion 


that the congregation at this time is con- 


fronted with the problem of providing 
more room and better facilities for this 
work. 


Dr, Skyles received his education in the 
schools of Jefferson, Md., and the Freder- 
ick City Academy; he received his A. B. 


degree from Franklin and Marshall Col- 
lege, Lancaster, in 1892, and graduated 


from the Theological Seminary in 1895. 
In June, 1928, his Alma Mater conferred 
upon him the honorary degree of Doctor 
of Divinity. He is a member of the Delta 
Tau Delta fraternity. He has been active 
in the general work of his Church, having 
served for some years as a director of 
Hood College; as a trustee of Massanutten 
Academy, Woodstock, Va.; director of the 
St. Paul’s Orphans’ Home; as a member 
of the Hymnal Committee of General 
Synods of the Reformed Church in the 
U. S., and the Reformed Church in Amer- 
ica. In Somerset Classis he has been Stated 
Clerk for a number of years. He is mem- 
ber and chaplain of Ohr Lodge, No. 131, 
A. F, and A. M.; Past High Priest of Sa- 
lem Royal Arch Chapter, No. 18, and Past 
Commander of Antioch Commandery, No. 
6, Knights Templar. He is also a member 
of the Odd Fellows and Knights of 
Pythias. 

Dr. and Mrs. Skyles were ‘tendered a re- 
ception Jan. 4 by the members of the con- 
giegat‘on. The principal speakers of the 
evening were Rey. J. W. Keener, pastor 
of Salem Church, Frostburg, and Rev. H. 
L. Logsdon, of Zion Church, Cumberland. 
The choir sang special selections under 
the direction of E. E. Angerman, and Mrs. 
Thorner Smith presided at the organ. Vo- 


cal solos were given by Miss Dorothy Wil- 
lison and Robert P. Hartz. A beautiful 
beuquet of American Beauty roses, purses 
of gold, and a handsome floor lamp, tokens 
of appreciation, were presented to Dr. and 
Mrs. Skyles. Through the courtesey of Miss 
Willison, and under her able direction, the 
Alleghany High School orchestra furnished 
music for the occasion. The general chair- 
man of the committee was Mrs. Henry 
Smith, and the toastmaster was F. W. 
Kremer. 


THE OPEN-FORUM MIND 
(Continued from Page 6) 


The Church needs the open-forum mind. 
All the secular journals are having much to 
say about the Church. ‘‘The American 
Mercury’’ and ‘‘Plain Talk’’ and ‘‘ Harp- 
ers’’ and the ‘‘Atlantic’’ pepper away in 
various keys and with beneficial results. 
So the Church needs to preserve and en- 
courage the open-forum attitude in its 
official journals. The worst thing which 
can happen to ‘‘The Congregationalist’’ or 
“*Zion’s Herald’’ or the ‘‘Churehman’?’ or 
the ‘‘Reformed Church Messenger’? is that 
they should represent, exclusively, the 
official point of view of their respective de- 
nominations. This is the pit into which 
denominational journals are forever falling, 
and when they fall the earth might as well 
be thrown after them. 


The finest thing about the best of our 
denominational journals is that they show 
evidence of believing in the open-forum 
method. They have editors who make place 
in their columns for the expression of opin- 
ions which radically differ from those held 
by the editors-in-chief. 


The Churches face difficult days. The 
way is not clear ahead. The missionary en- 
terprise, the social mission of the Church, 
the question of control—all of these and 
many more must be debated. The Chureh 
makes a great mistake if it leaves the de- 
bate 'to H. L. Mencken and H. G. Wells. 
The place to talk these great questions out 
is in the family circle-—Hubert C. Herring. 
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A manuseript by Lord Byron, ‘‘Marino 
Faliero, Dogs of Venice,’’ brought re- 
cently $27,000 in an auction sale of the 
library of Jerome Kern, composer. 

3enjamin N. Duke, the last of the fa- 
mous Duke tobacco family, which built up 
one of the largest American fortunes of 
the nineteenth century and then gave most 
of it away in philanthropy, died Jan. 8 
at his New York home. 

Air mail service between the United 
States, Cuba, Porto Rico, Hayti, Santo 
Domingo and Nassau, the Bahamas, was 
inaugurated Jan. 9 in connection with the 
opening of Miami’s airport. Four planes 
took off from Miami, Fla., on the new 
routes and one started from San Juan, 
Porto Rico. The planes taking part in the 
opening flights all landed safely. 


The Northern Baptist Convention, Jan. 
10, announced receipt of a gift of 
$2,000.000, perpetuating the name of the 
late Mrs. John D. Rockefeller, Sr. Under 
the gift, the Woman’s American Baptist 
Foreign Mission Society and the Woman’s 
Home Mission Society receive $1,000,000 
each from the Laura Spelman Rockefeller 
Memorial. 


The Grand Duke Nicholas, of Russia, 
who dreamed of a restored ezarist mon- 
archy and was onee a power in Russia, 


died and was buried in the cemetery of 
the Russian Church at Cannes, France. 

Commander Richard E. Byrd has named 
the harbor, which he recently discovered 
in the Antarctic, for Floyd Bennett, his 
former shipmate, and who was to have 
been his co-leader on this expedition. He 
died last April of pneumonia contracted 
while he was piloting a relief plane to the 
Bremen fliers. The cape, which marks the 
northern entrance of the harbor, Comman- 
der Byrd has named Cape John Rodgers, 
one of the navy’s first fliers, who gave his 
life to aviation. 

Progress by Europe toward currency 
stabilization has been emphasized by the 
Department of Commerce in a recent re- 
view of European industrial and commer- 
cial conditions in 1928. 

Mrs. Evangeline Lindbergh, who has 
been teaching chemistry at the Woman’s 
College in Constantinople for several 
months, is returning to America. The 
American Ambassador, Joseph C. Grew, 
gave a dinner, Jan. 8, in her honor. Turk- 
ish planes honored her at Angora by fly- 
ing over her hotel. 

Myron T. Herrick, Ambassador to 
France, has sailed for Cherbourg to re- 
sume his post, after recovering from his 
recent illness at his home in Cleveland, 
Ohio.. 


Mr. Owen Young has agreed to serve on 
the commission of experts which will take 
up anew the whole question of German 
reparations. He had served on the Dawes 
Commission. With him will be associated 
two or three other American experts. 

Colonel Charles A. Lindbergh has ac- 
cepted the post of technical adviser to the 
Pan-American Airways, and will fly Feb. 
+ with the mail from Miami to the Canal 
Zone. He will be the first pilot to carry 
the mail over this new extension. 

A popular collection started in honor of 
President Hindenburg’s 80th birthday in 
1927 has so far returned $474,000, which 
has been distributed among war cripples 
and poor people in Germany who lost their 
savings by inflation. This is the largest 
collection for such a purpose ever made in 
Germany. 

Publication of a proclamation in an 
Afghan newspaper, Jan. 11, revealed that 
King Amanullah, of Afghanistan, has 
yielded to the rebels who have been fight- 
ing him in withdrawing nearly the whole 
program of his Western reforms. Afghan 
girls sent to Turkey to be educated are to 
be recalled. The purdah, or seclusion of 
women, is to be restored. Conscription is 
to be withdrawn. Women’s associations are 
to be closed, and European dress is to be 
discarded. . 

Premier Poincare, of France, after a 
persuasive speech of more than three 
hours, won a vote of confidence by 74 
votes. The Nationalists agree to back his 
policy toward Germany, which they had 
denounced. The Premier looks forward to 
the reparations decision aiding allied debt 
settlement. 

The Turkish Aviation League has deliv- 
ered to Mrs. Evangeline Lindbergh, for 
presentation to her son, Colonel Charles 
A. Lindbergh, a gold medal set with bril- 
liants, as a symbol of Turkey’s admira- 
tion for his achievement in aviation. The 
only other recipients of this medal have 
been President Mustapha Kemal Pasha 
and Prime Minister Ismet Pasha. 

The Senate Committee on Appropria- 
tions. Jan. 11, recommended an inerease 
of $25.000,000 in the funds allotted for 
Prohibition enforcement. 

Eight men are dead as the result of 
a fall of a big army plane near Harris- 
burg, Pa., Jan. 11. The plane was a sister 
ship of the ‘‘Question Mark,’’ which re- 


-cently made an endurance record. 


By unanimous vote the Senate passed a 
bill introduced by Senator Ashurst, grant- 
ing an annual pension of $5,000 to Mrs. 
Lois L. Marshall, widow of former Vice- 
President Marshall. 


Yang Yu-ting, for many years Chang 
Tso-lin’s chief of staff and, next to the 
dictator, the most powerful man in Man- 
churia, has been exeeuted by order of 
Chang Hsueh-liang. Discovery of a plot 
to overthrow Chang Hsueh-liang, present 
Governor of Manchuria. has been stated 
as the cause of the execution. 


A government mandate has now been re- 
sorted to in order to sort China’s ‘‘false 
gods’’ from the gods that are ‘‘true and 
powerful,’’ and in Kwangtung provinee, 
the first to which the new order applies, 
many thousands of priests of ‘‘false 
gods’? are now without positions. Con- 
fucianism, Christianity, Mohammedanism, 
Taoism and Buddhism are not under the 
ban, but many Taoist and Buddhist gods 
may no longer be worshiped. 

According to an official announcement, 
the total of England’s unemployed has 
risen above 1,500,000 for the first time 
since the general strike. The coal mines 
are chiefly responsible, 

King Alexander, of Yugoslavia, has 
checked the political feud in that coun- 
try by dissolving Parliament and making 
himself the sole center of governmental 
authority. For ten years the kingdom of 
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the Serbs, Croats and Slovennes, the of- 
ficial title of Yugoslavia, has been united 
in name only. The King has declared him- 


self a dictator in the interests of the 
union of the South Slavs. 
Robert Haab, Vice-President in 1928, 


has been made the 
1929 of Switzerland. 
offices in diplomatic 
service. 

The Great Northern Railway’s new 
eight-mile tunnel through the Cascade 
Mountains was opened to traffie Jan, 23. 
President-elect Hoover took part in the 
ceremony by making a radio speech in 
Washington. 

Indicating a death toll of about 1,000 
a month, the Civil Wat veterans’ pension 
roll stood at 68,788 at.the end of 1928, 
a decrease of more than 6,000 since the 
middle of the year. 

A project has been started to honor the 
memory of Major Pierre Charles L’Enfant, 
the French engineer who was the chief 
designer of the plans for the national 
capitol, charter member of the Society of 
the Cincinnati, and an officer on the staff 
of General Washington. Fourteen patriotic 
societies have sponsored a $200,000 bill 
for the memorial. 

Boy Seout Anniversary Week will be 
celebrated from Feb. 8 to 14. Patriotic 
pilgrimages to the graves of Presidents 
of the United States and other historic 
shrines will be taken by many Scouts. 

King Oscar, of Sweden, has formally an- 
nounced the betrothal of Crown Prince 
Olaf, of Norway, to Princess Martha, 
daughter of Prince Charles and sister of 
Crown Princess Astrid, of Belgium. Crown 
Prince Olaf is the only son of King 
Haakon, of Norway, and a nephew of King 
George, of England. His bride-to-be is his 
first cousin. 

The Kellogg-Briand multi-lateral treaty 
renouncing war as a national policy was 
ratified by the United States Senate Jan. 
15 by a vote of 85 to 1. 


chief executive for 
He has held many 
and administrative 


HOOD HAPPENINGS 


We count ourselves fortunate in being 
able to continue our schedule into and 
through the Christmas holidays without 
variation. There has been no serious ill- 
ness—nothing, in fact, but a series of light 
colds, for which the care of our excellent 
infirmary and resident nurse have been 
quite adequate. 

Christmas festivities were of a high 
grade and thoroughly enjoyed. They be- 


gan practically with the giving of ‘‘The 
Chastening,’’ by Charles Rann Kennedy, 
Edith Wynne Matthison and Margaret 
Gage. This was sponsored by our own 
Marionettes and exceeded all expectations 
in the splendid presentation made by the 
three famous actors. The audience was 
drawn irresistibly by the tremendously 
impelling presentation, and at the conelu- 
sion even applause seemed an irreverence. 

The usual routine of pre-Christmas 
events included the bazaar by the Y. W. 
C. A., an excellent exhibit by the De- 
partment of Fine Arts, the Christmas Ves- 
pers of Sunday, December 16, the Christ- 
mas party of the evening before the home- 
going, and the deeply impressive college 
communion of the early morning before 
the beginning of vacation. 

The Christmas Vespers were given again 
at the afternoon and evening hours, and 
were attended by two large audiences, the 
first from the community and the second 
from the student body. The address by 
Dr. Paul 8. Leinbach, of the ‘‘ Reformed 
Church Messenger,’’ was especially fine, 
and, although part of a rather long serv- 
ice, brought a thrill and a challenge to 
his hearers. Dr. Leinbach pictured Christ 
as the Prince of Peace who came to earth 
to drive out hatred and fear. There is 
too much of this hatred and fear remain- 
ing among people today, he pointed out. 
‘‘Spitefences’’?’ was the term which Dr. 
Leinbach applied to the barriers which are 
keeping us from a realization of the broth- 
erhood of man. Some of these ‘‘spite- 
fences’? are family misunderstanding, 
class prejudice, false nationalism, and see- 
tarianism. If we ean get the spirit in our 
hearts which does away with these bar- 
riers, then we ean properly celebrate 
Christmas. The indifference to Christ in 
the people who profess to be His follow- 
ers, Dr. Leinbach considered the greatest 
barrier to a real Christmas spirit. 

The one event that was omitted from 
the general program was the caroling on 
Tuesday morning. Owing to somewhat un- 
settled health and weather conditions, it 
was thought best by the college authori- 
ties not to permit the exposure of the 
students at that early hour. This was 
greatly regretted both by the students and 
by the community, who have come to an- 
ticipate the Christmas carols as one of 
the bright events of the year. 

The college Communion, though held at 
an early hour, brought forth practically 
the entire student body, who felt drawn 
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by a spiritual bond in the semi-darkness, 
lit only by the Christmas candles. Presi- 
dent Apple was assisted by Rey. Dr. 


Charles E. Wehler, pastor of the Presbyte- 
rian Church of Frederick. : 
During the Christmas holidays many of 
the college clubs held luncheons or other 
social events, namely, New York, Phila- 


delphia, Allentown, Lancaster, Reading, 
Harrisburg, York, Hagerstown, Altoona, 
Pittsburgh, and Frederick. A new elub 
was formed at Scranton, Pa. President 


Apple attended several of these, and Miss 
Myton, the alumnae secretary, others. At 
several of the luncheons the Hood Col- 
lege films were used to excellent advan- 
tage. 

Following the reopening on January 3, 
an address was delivered on the follow- 
ing Friday by Professor Carl J. Weber, of 
the Department of English of Colby Col- 
lege, Waterville, Maine. Professor Weber 
took as his subject, ‘‘Treading in the 
Footsteps of Antiquity,’’ and spoke from 
a wide acquaintance with his subject 
drawn from his frequent travels in Europe. 

The Vesper audience on January 6 was 
addressed by Rev. William F. Kosman, 
pastor of Salem Reformed Church, Allen- 
town, Pa. Mr. Kosman brought a very 
appropriate New Year’s message to the 
student body and attending friends. The 
Vesper service of January 20 will be ad- 
dressed by Dr. Rufus M. Jones, of Hay- 
erford College. 


A very pleasant surprise came in the 
visit of Miss Alliene DeChant on the 
morning of January 14, and her report at 
chapel on the Peace Conference which she 
attended in Holland last summer, In in- 
troducing Miss DeChant, President Apple 
said, ‘‘If there is another alumna more 
loyal than Alliene, I do not know her 
name.’’?’ She remained for luncheon, and 
during the morning showed her curios to 
a number of interested students. 

President Apple was absent during the 
days of January 8 to 13 in attendance at 
the Council of Church Boards and the As- 
sociation of American Colleges meeting at 
Chattanooga, Tenn. The programs were fine 
and the whole session unusually enjoyable. 

Preparations are practically completed 
for the second annual Founders’ Day on 
the evening of January 17, followed by 
the annual meeting of the Board of Di- 
rectors and the Alumnae Council the fol- 
lowing day. Of these we shall speak in 
our next letter. 

—J. H. A. 


ADDITIONAL NEWS IN BRIEF 


The Fall Communion at Trinity Church, 
East Petersburg, Pa., and Grace Church, 
Eden, Pa., Rev. Walter C. Pugh, pastor, 
were well attended, At this service 4 were 
confirmed at Grace, and on Jan. 23 one 
was confirmed at Trinity Church. Miss 
Lucile Brackbill, of East Petersburg, pre- 
sented an Acousticon to Trinity Church in 
memory of her uncle, Mr. Addison S. 
Hershey. On Sept. 6 the pastor addressed 
the Laymen’s Association of the Bethany 
Evangelical Church, Lancaster. On Oct. 
14 the pastor assisted Rey. T. A. Alspach, 
of St. Paul’s Church, Laneaster, to ad- 
minister Holy Communion and preached the 
sermon. Rey. H. S. Shelley filled the pul- 
pit at Eden. The Adult Bible Class voted 
to give $30 toward the purchase of 60 new 
Church hymnals; the Ladies’ Aid gave 
$25, and the S. S., $25. The hymnals were 
dedicated Jan. 6, The G. M. G. held their 
Thank Offering service Nov. 27. $15.80 
was collected, The Union Thanksgiving 
Service was held in Trinity Church, Noy. 
28, with the pastor preaching the sermon. 
A Union Dawn Service was held Christmas 
Day in the Evangelical Congregational 


Church, Rey. Mr. Pugh preaching the ser- 
mon. Pageants were rendered in both 
Churches of the Charge. Offerings for the 
orphans, $100. The Young Girls’ 8. S. 
Class of Grace Church, Miss Edna Pace, 
teacher, presented a beautiful silk Ameri- 
can flag to the Church Jan. 6. After an 
oration by Miss Nancy Pugh the flag was 
presented by the teacher, to the pastor, 
who accepted the flag for the Church. Two 
catchetical classes are being organized. 
In Grace Church, Sharpsville, Pa., Rev. 
G. P. Fisher, pastor, the last 3 months have 
been busy months along the various lines 
of Church activity, and many gratifying 
results came to surface. New members 
have been added to the Sunday School, and 
new faces have appeared in the Church 
service. The weekly Wednesday dinners 
by the Everybody’s Class were served up 
to the week before Christmas. Christmas 
was fittingly observed with a beautiful and 
well prepared service by the children’s di- 
vision of the School on Sunday before 
Christmas at 11 A. M. and in the evening 
at 7.30 a choice program entitled, ‘‘Christ- 
mas in Verse and Song,’’ was presented by 


the choir and an address by the pastor on 
‘‘The Christmas Spirit.’’ In the morning 
the pastor spoke on ‘‘The First Christ- 
mas.’’ The Church was beautifully deco- 
rated and a beautiful tree adorned the 
platform, The usual treat was distributed 
to the children’s division, and the pastor 
was presented with a substantial purse by 
Supt. Paul Buchanan. Offering for or- 
phans, $67. The Communion of the Lord’s 
Supper was observed Jan. 6, and was per- 
haps the smallest since the present pastor- 
ate began. The influenza beeame epidemic 
a week or 10 days before Christmas and 
many of our families were ill at the time. 
The annual congregational meeting was 
held in the evening of Jan. 7. A congre- 
gational dinner was served at 6.30. The 
meeting was well attended, and reports 
were heard from the various organizations 
as well as from the treasurers of the differ- 
ent funds. All these reports were most en- 
couraging and showed neat balances on 
hand for the building fund. <A program 
was projected for a goal. Elders and dea- 
eons were elected after which the as- 
sembled congregation, in a manifest spirit, 
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stood and sang, ‘‘Praise God From Whom 
All Blessings Flow’’ and received the bene- 
diction. 

Rey. V. D. Grubb, pastor of St. Paul’s 
Church, Juniata, Pa., and his wife enjoyed 
a very happy Christmas season. <A very 
splendid programme was given by the 
Sunday School on Sunday evening, Dee. 28, 
consisting of a cantata by the Junior Dept., 
and exercises by the Primary and Begin- 
ners’ Depts. Each department was coached 
by their superintendents, Miss Burget for 


the Beginners, Miss Hershberger for the 
Primary, and Mrs. W. L. Mock for the 
Juniors, The pastor and his wife were 
the recipients of 65 beautiful and practical 
presents, among them being $50 from the 
Chureh, a beautiful Schofield Bible by a 
member of the pastor’s week night Bible 
Class, and many other valuable gifts. Be- 
sides this the parsonage was flooded with 
mince pies, fruit cake, apples, oranges, 
candy, country sausage and serapple, cook- 
ies, apple butter, ete. About 100 beautiful 
ecards bearing Christmas and New Year’s 
greetings also found their way through the 
door of the parsonage. Over the Christmas 
season the Church was beautifully deco- 
rated on the outside with electrical illumi- 
nations. A long semi-circle of beautifully 
colored lights was attached to the front 
of the Church, across the bottom of this 
was a large and beautiful illuminated sign, 
‘‘Merry Christmas.’’ Above this and 
under the semi-circle was a large star, also 
illuminated. A Christmas tree about 25 
feet high was planted in the middle of the 
Chureh yard and that added its brilliancy 
to the decorations on the Church building. 
The members of the Church with their pas- 
tor were the recipients of fine commenda- 
tions from the townspeople for the splendid 
Christmas spirit which was exhibited by 
St. Paul’s Church. It was a precedent in 
Juniata. Folks from all parts of the town 
as well as from Altoona visited the Church 
to see the electrical display. The W. M.S. 
and G, M. G. held their annual Thank- 
offering service with beautiful and in- 
spiring programs, W. M. 8. using the morn- 
ing service and the G. M. G. the evening. 
Offering, $152. St. Paul’s has been enjoy- 
ing large and inspiring congregations, al- 
though cut down recently below the 200 
mark by the ‘‘flu,’’? which hit the commun- 
ity very hard. Three members of the pas- 
tor’s family, including the pastor, suffered 
severe attacks. The pastor writes: ‘‘We 
humbly and gratefully acknowledge God’s 
blessing during the past year, and pray 


for a continuance of the same in 1929.’?. 


In St. James’ Church, Allentown, Pa., 
Rey. Joseph 8. Peters, pastor, the annual 
Thank offering service was held Sunday, 
Nov. 25, at 7.30 prams Dro Wallvameeh! 
Curtis gave an appropriate address; the 
“*Rainbow Pageant,’’? by Mrs, Evemeyer, 
was presented by a number of young 
ladies. The offering to date is $160. On 
the same day the canvassers for the an- 
nual visitation were commissioned at 10.30; 
34 men started their work in the afternoon 
at 1.30 and completed it before the week 
closed. The results exceeded those of any 
year, Frank M. Cressman, chairman of the 
Finance Committee, was in charge of the 
eanvass. The annual Children’s Christmas 
service was held on Sunday, Dec. 23, at 
6.30 p. m. This change from Christmas 
night was very satisfactory. Many more 
attended than formerly, and the spirit of 


the service as well as its rendition was 
fine. Christmas giving in St. James re- 


sulted in an offering of $310, for the Or- 
phans at Womelsdorf, 13 garments were al- 
so sent by the Ladies’ Aid Society and 
many toys by the Primary and Beginners’ 
Dept. A class of young ladies provided an 
ample Christmas dinner for 2 worthy fa- 
milies. George and Anna Sacks gave or- 
anges to the members of the Beginners’ and 
Primary Dept., in memory of their mother 
who died of influenza and pneumonia, 10 
years ago, a practice which they have kept 
ever since her demise. The annual Con- 


gregational meeting was held on Wednes- 
day, Jan. 9, at 7.45 P. M. Reports were 
made by the pastor, the treasurer, and 
each Society. The following were elected: 
Elder, Robert E. Frantz; Deacons, Samuel 
T. Newhard, Clayton L. Benfield, and Prof. 
Joseph Shumaker; they were installed Jan. 
13, at 7.30 P. M. The Ladies Aid Society 
recently paid for 3 $100 bonds and thereby 
cancelled that much of our indebtedness. 
The receipts in the general treasury 
amounted to $12,379.66; the present bal- 
ance is $75.68. Special contributions were 
made to Home Missions, Foreign Missions, 
Catawba College, Near East Relief, For- 
ward Movement, Bethany Orphans’ Home, 
and the Phoebe Home. The full Appor- 
tionment, $1556.09, was paid. Total offer- 
ings of the S. S. were $1,291.02, An early 
service was held on Christmas morning at 
7 o’elock. The story of the Nativity was 
given in Scripture and song; Mrs. A. 8. 
Keast, the organist, prepared the same, and 
it was rendered by the choir and the con- 
gregation with telling effect. The out- 
standing event of 1928 was the celebration 
of the 15th Anniversary of the founding 
of the congregation in 1913 when the 
present pastor with 46 charter members 
began the work in St. James; the congrega- 
tion now numbers 495. 


In Kannapolis Charge, N, C., Rev. L. A. 
Peeler, pastor, as usual, the pre-Christmas 
days were very busy ones for the pastor 
ant his wife. The Christmas services at 
St. John’s Church consisted in special 
Christmas musie and appropriate messages 
at both services on Sunday, Dee. 23, and a 
Christmas Program by the children and 
voung people of the S. 8. on Christmas 
Day at 5.30 P. M. This program consisted 
of songs and exercises by the Beginners 
and Primary Depts., and a pageant en- 
titled, ‘‘The Shepherd Boy’s Vision,’’ by 
the Junior and Intermediate Depts, The 
proper rendition of this program was hin- 
dered by much sickness, yet it has been 
said ‘that this was the best Christmas en- 
tertainment ever given by St, Jiohn’s 
School. This program was prepared by a 
committee consisting of Mrs. L. A. Peeler, 
Misses Althia McCombs, Willette Barger 
and Della Peeler. The Christmas Program 
was given at St. Paul’s Church on Dee. 
24 at 2.30 P. M. Though this is a small 
school, their special programs are always 
of a high order, and this one measured up 
to former standards. The program was 
prepared by Misses Mabel and Annie Belle 
McKnight who were ably assisted at the 
piano by Misses Elsie Deal and Irene Cook. 
The pastor also attended a splendid Christ- 
mas Program at Keller Church Sunday 
evening, Dec. 23, at 7.15 o’clock, This 
small School likewise gave a fine program. 
Mrs. Carl Cline was chairman of the com- 
mittee that prepared this program and 
Miss Sadie Cook ably assisted at the or- 
gan, The ‘‘Mlu’’ epidemic has forced its 
unwelcome presence in many of the homes 
of this charge. The pastor and son were 
among those visited by this undesirable 
visitor. The pastor was unable to fill his 
appointments on Sunday, Dee. 30. Mr. 
Dewitt Maness, Religious Director of the 
Y. M. C. A. of Kannapolis, ably filled the 
appointment at the morning service on the 
above date. At this writing, Father W. 
©. Rose, of St. Paul’s congregation, is per- 
haps the most ill. But we are happy to 
report that he is showing signs of im- 
provement. The annual congregational 
meeting of St. John’s congregation was 
held Wednesday evening, Jan. 2. Reports 
were read from all organizations of the 
congregation. Business conditions in Kan- 
napolis during 1928, which deprived many 
of our people of full time work, made 
finanzes very hard; but, under the condi- 
tions that existed, there was much to en- 
courage us in the annual reports. The fol- 
lowing brethren were elected as officers: 
elders, H. J. Peeler, R. B. McCombs and 
P. E, Correll; deacons, Leo McCombs, 
Evrette Sloop and Cleo Overeash. The 


pastor and wife had the pleasure of enter- 
taining the Central Ministers’ Association 
on Jan. 9th. There were 7 ministers and 
3 ministers’ wives who were guests on 
that occasion. 

On Nov, 13, the Wyoming Classis in 
special session at Orangeville, constituted 
the Danville charge, consisting of the 3 
Churches of Shiloh, Danville, St, James, 
Ridgeville, and St. John’s, Mausdale. Since 
the death of the late Rev. J. N. Bauman, 
for 17 years the pastor of the Shiloh 
Church, and the supply pastor of the Ridge- 
ville and Mausdale congregations, which 
occured in September last, regular services 
have been held each Sunday in the charge, 
with arrangements made therefore by the 
local committee consisting of Elders Fred 
W. Diehl and D. N. Dieffenbacher. Among 
the pastors who have conducted these ser- 
vices have been the following: Rev. G. 
W. Kerstetter, Adamstown, Md., a former 
member of the Shiloh Church; Rey. Jos. 
E. Guy, a former pastor; Prof. Paul M. 
Limbert of Franklin and Marshall faculty, 
the son of a former Shiloh minister, the 
late Rev. George E. Limbert; Rey. John 
M. Garner of Westminster, Md.; Rey. C. 
Harry Kehm, Supt. of the Bethany Or- 
phans Home; Rev. Thomas G. Jones of 
Strawberry Ridge, and Rev, J. K. Adams 
of Bloomsburg. Rev. D. W. Kerr of 
Bloomsburg conducted the Communion ser- 
vice on Oct. 11th, and also conducted a 
similar service throughout the charge on. 
January 6 and 13. Rev. Clark W. Hel- 
ler, of York, Pa., has been called to the 
pastorate of the charge. On Dee. 23, two 
splendid Christmas services were held. The 
morning was devoted to the annual Christ- 
mas service of the Sunday School, using 
the service ‘‘Joyous Tidings.’’? An offer- 
ing of $100 for the Bethany Orphans’ 
Home was taken at this service. The 
Shiloh Sunday School also sent a special 
gift of 3 crates of oranges to the Bethany 
folks, On the evening of Dee. 23rd, the 
young people of the Shiloh Chureh rend- 
ered the Cantata by Gabriel, ‘‘The Great 
Messiah,’’ with a chorus of 48 voices. This 
rendition, under the leadership of Mrs, 
Fred W. Diehl, was splendidly given before 
a large congregation. In Danville, Pa., the 
first Community Standard Training School 
for Church School Workers to be held in 
this vicinity was conducted on 6 succes- 
sive Monday evenings between Nov. 5th 
and Dee. 10th, 1928. Elder Fred W. Diehl 
of the Shiloh Reformed Church served as 
the Dean of the School, which had a total 
of 173 pupils enrolled, more than 100 of 
whom received one credit toward the 
Standard Training Diploma as given by 
the International Couneil of Religious Edu- 
cation. 15 churches of the Danville com- 
munity were represented in the School, of 
which number the 4 Reformed Churches 
of the commnuity had a total enrollment of 
54, divided as follows: Strawberry Ridge, 
Trinity, Rev. Thos. G. Jones, pastor, 22; 
Danville Charge, Shiloh, 18; St. James, 
Ridgeville, 8, and St, John’s, Mausdale, 6. 
It is planned to hold a second semester of 
the school in Danville beginning on Jan. 
21, Elder Fred W. Diehl will continue 
as Dean, and Rey. Alvin F. Dietz of 
Shamokin, Pa., will conduct a course in 
‘‘The Administration of the Young 
People’s Department.’’ 


‘“Memory and Hope’’ was the theme of. 
the third annual Watch Night service held 
New Year’s Eve in St. Luke’s Church, 
Lancaster, Pa., Rev. John F. Frantz, pas- 
tor. Following a brief organ prelude by 
Harold M. Frantz, son of Dr. and Mrs. 
Oswin S. Frantz, of the Seminary faculty, 
a choir of 18 voices, each carrying a lighted 
candle, marched in procession through the 
main aisle of the darkened Chureh audi- 
torium to the chancel singing the proces- 
sional hymn, ‘‘The Church’s One Founda- 
tion,’? Following this colorful processional 
and the opening devotions in charge of the 
pastor’s son, John B. Frantz, the first 
Scripture lesson, Psalm 103:1-6, was read. 
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Then followed a period of directed medita- 
tion. Memory was awakened by the words 
of the leader and the hymns played on the 
organ, The leader suggested that all think 
with gratitude upon God’s gifts as the 
organist softly played ‘‘Just As I Am.’’ 
Next he suggested that all think of the 
Lord’s guidance during the past year while 
the organist played ‘‘He Leadeth me.’’ 
The leader then suggested that all recall 
how their daily needs had been supplied. 
The organist quietly played two verses of 
“God Will Take Care of You.’’ Finally 
the leader suggested that all think of the 
love of God while the organist reverently 
played Matheson’s beautiful hymn, ‘‘O 
Love Thou Wilt Not Let Me Go.’’ With 
the organist continuing to play softly a 
prayer of memory was offered. The con- 
gregation was asked to rise and sing one 
of their favorite hymns, ‘‘O God Our Help 
In Ages Past,’’ as all the lights were 
turned on. With the auditorium in dark- 
ness once more, save for lighted candles 
at each window, the pastor took charge of 
the second part of the service, ‘‘Hope.’’ A 
poem, ‘‘Hope,’’ and the second Seripture 
lesson, Romans 8:24-28, were followed by 
a vocal solo,—John Greenleaf Whittier’s 
beautiful hymn, ‘‘Dear Lord and Saviour 
of Mankind.’’ <A 15-minute address on 
‘“The Hope of the New Year’’ followed. 
At the conclusion of the address the pas- 
tor asked 2 members of the Young Peo- 
ple’s Guild to come forward and receive 
light for their candles from the candle 
representing ‘‘The Light.’’?’ They in turn 
carried the light to the candles held by 
each person present. After all candles re- 
ceived this ‘‘Light’’ from the representa- 
tive candle the congregation was asked to 
raise them, The pastor then spoke briefly 
on ‘‘The Spreading of the Light.’’. The 
congregation was asked to rise as he offer- 
ed a brief prayer while the whistles and 
clocks in the city announced the arrival 
of the New Year. The benediction and the 
postlude followed. The dramatization of 
the Parable of the Ten Talents by 9 mem- 
bers of the Young People’s Department of 
the Sunday School featured the program 
of the service held between the hours of 9 
and 10 on the same evening, This service 
was in charge of Miss Edna Rill, president 
of the Young People’s Guild. Other num- 
bers on the program included a reading, 
clarinet solo, piano solo, and the singing of 
favorite hymns. The season’s greetings 
were extended by Walter G. Kahler, 8. 8. 
Superintendent, and the pastor represent- 
ing the Church. Between the hours of 10 
and 11 a social hour was enjoyed at the 
home of Mrs. Clara Daily, 724 Marietta 
Avenue. Refreshments were served by 
members of the Young People’s Guild, 
under whose auspices these services are 
annually held. The committee in charge 
of this year’s program included Miss Mil- 
dred Simmons, Nevin R. Frantz, John B. 
Frantz, and Rey. John F, Frantz. 


A LETTER TO THE EDITOR 


To the Editor of ‘‘The Messenger’’: 

In the current issue of the ‘‘ American 
Bar Association Journal’? are two articles, 
to excerpts from which I wish to eall your 
attention and prayerful consideration, One 
is on ‘‘Oratory a Classie Tradition,’’ by 
H. M. Garwood, member of the Houston, 
Texas, Bar, in which he says: 

‘‘Hitherto there have been three special 
fields of oratory—the pulpit, the bar, pub- 
lie life. A fourth is emerging which, 
happily, may bring back the glory of the 
great tradition— the lecture.’’ Bemoan- 
ing the decay of oratory in the pulpit. he 
says, ‘‘Socrates speaks of rhetoric as a 
means, by the power of words, to save 
men’s souls. From all Europe the elo- 
quence of Abelard brought scholars to 
Paris. When Jonathan Edwards told of 
the wrath of an avenging God the unemo- 
tional Puritans writhed and fainted in hor- 
ror. Today, eloquence in the pulpit is as 


rare as at the bar. The pulpit does not 
compete wth the golf course. One hears 
from the pulpit less of philosophy .and re- 
ligion than of prohibition and polities.’’ 

Verbum sap, 

And anent prohibition there is a second 
article in the same Journal on ‘‘ Resistance 
is not Nullification,’’? by Henry Alan John- 
ston, a member of the New York City Bar, 
in which he says: 

‘‘There is nothing sacred in a law as 
such. No consecration takes place upon 
the enactment of a statute by a State or 
the National Legislature which makes of 
that Act a holy and unalterable decree. 
Indeed, the history of the race and the his- 
tory of the American Republie are copious 
with examples of unwise legislation which 
has been unenforeeable and which has be- 
come a dead letter. The Declaration of In- 
dependence, the birth certificate of our 
Nation, cites no less than nine specific laws 
which at that time were the supreme law 
of the land and to which the colonists not 
only refused obedience, but to the support 
of their deliberate disobedience pledged 
their lives, their fortunes and their sacred 
honor.’? 

He then quotes from ‘‘Lecky on De- 
moecracy and Liberty,’’ Vol. II, p. 149: 

““To attempt to guard adult men by law 
against temptation, and to place them un- 
der a moral tutelage, may, no doubt, in 
particular instances prevent grave evils, 
but it is a dangerous precedent and a bad 
education for the battle of life. There is 
a specious aspect of liberalism in a pro- 
posal to submit such questions to a popular 
vote; but in truth th’s is a pure delusion. 


The Beatitudes 
John, Three: Sixteen 


The Ten Commandments 
The Twenty-Third Psalm 


These and all the marvelous messages 
from the Book of Books are being con- 
stantly broadcast through theefforts of the 


AMERICAN 
BIBLE SOCIETY 


Bible House, Astor Place, NY. 


Founded **to encourage the wider circulation 
of the Holy Scriptures without note or com- 
ment’’, the Society accomplishes the purpose 
of its founders through the translation, pub- 

lication and distribution of the Bible. 
Last year overten million issues of Bibles, 
Testaments, and Portions were pub- 
lished and distributed throughout the 
world in one hundred and sixty-six 
differentlanguages. You will want 
to know more about this missionary 
agency. Write for booklet “'The 


What, Where and Why of the 
IS American Bible Society."’ 


The essence of real liberty is that every’ 
adult and sane man should have the right 
to pursue his own life and gratify his own 
tastes without molestation, provided he 
does not injure his neighbors, and pro- 
vided he fulfills the duties which the State 
exacts from its citizens. If, under these 
conditions, he mismanages his life, the re- 
sponsibility and the penalty will fall upon 
himself; but in a perfectly free State the 
law has no right to coerce him. Violations 
of liberty do not lose their characte? be- 
cause they are acts, not of kings or aris- 


QUTSTANDING BOOKS 
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BOOKS ON THE BIBLE: 


THE BACKGROUND OF THE BIBLE 
Henry Kendall Booth 
A comprehensive survey of what archaeol- 
ogy, the history of culture, geography, textual 
criticism, and the great translations con- 
tribute to the understanding of the Bible. 
$2.00 
THE GRAPHIC BIBLE 
Lewis Browne 
A series of eighty “animated maps,” accom- 
panied by a popular narrative, making the 
events of the Bible stand out with a fresh 
sense of reality. 2.50 


PREACHING VALUES IN NEW TRANSLA- 
TIONS OF THE NEW TESTAMENT 
Halford E. Lueceock 


Biblical texts from modern translations of 
the Bible, expounded in brilliant paragraphs. 


$2.00 
THE ENGLISH BIBLE AND ITS STORY 
James Baikie 


The growth, translations and adventures of 
the English Bible recounted as an absorbing 
romance, $5.00 


BOOKS ON JESUS CHRIST: 


THE MASTER 
Walter Russell Bowie 
An interpretation of Jesus that combines 
acquaintance with the best scholarship, spir- 
itual insight and a careful sense of balance. 
$2.50 


THE PARABLES OF JESUS 
George A. Buttrick 
The key to the parables igs found in Jesus’ 
own experiences, not in any use of allegory, 
and their value for modern life is vigorously 
set forth. $2.50 


THE FAITH THAT REBELS 
A Re-Examination of the Miracles of Jesus 


D. 8. Cairns 
A defense of the idea of miracle, which will 
be especially welcomed because of the modern 
tendency so largely to ignore the subject. 
2.50 


JESUS THE SON OF MAN 
Kahlil Gibran 


An interpretation of Jesus, by one of His 
own countrymen, put on the lips of the econ- 
temporaries of Jesus. $3.50 


CHRIST IN THE POETRY OF TODAY 
Compiled by Elvira Slack 


An anthology of what the modern poets 
sing about the Poet of Galilee. $2.50 


THE RELIGION OF JESUS 
Walter E. Bundy 


A study of what can be learned from the 
Synoptic Gospels about Jesus’ own religious 
experience and an insistence that He desired 
people to believe with Him more than in Him. 


$3.50 


CHRIST IN THE COMMON WAYS OF LIFE 
C. S. Woodward 


The teaching of Christ is described as so 
penetrating as wellnigh to revolutionize our 
lives, if taken in full seriousness. $1.06 

THE SON OF MAN 
Emil Ludwig 
The biographer of Napoleon and Bismarck 


approaches the personality of Jesus in a 
desire to understand the inner life and feel- 
ings of an “intensely human figure.” $3.00 


BOOKS ON RELIGION AND SCIENCE: 

SCIENCE IN SEARCH OF 
Kirtley F. Mather 

A modern geologist appears as interpreter 

of the spiritual meaning of the universe, not 

only finding God in the processes of nature, 


GOD 


but also believing in the reality of direct 
fellowship with Him. 2.06 


TAKING THE NAME OF SCIENCE IN VAIN 
Horace J. Bridges 

Contends that certain modern teachings which 

elaim the authority of science and which are 

ruinous to the worth and meaning of life, are 

only baseless dogmas. $2.50 
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For Further Information Write 
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Schaff Building, 1505 Race St. 
Philadelphia, Penna. 


toeracies, but of majorities of electors. It 
is possible, as many are coming to think, 
that unqualified freedom is a less good 
thing than our fathers imagined; that other 
things may be more really important, and 
that it is needful and expedient in many 
ways to restrain and curtail it. But at 
least men should do so with their eyes open, 
without sophistry, and without disguise. 
The strong tendency to coercive laws on 
all matters relating to intoxicating liquors, 
to the restriction of freedom of contact, to 
the authoritative regulation of industry 
in all its branches, which is so apparent in 
modern democracy, may be a good or a bad 
thing, but it is certainly not a tendency in 
the direction of liberty.’’ 

And his conclusion is that ‘‘ Public opin- 
ion and support of the law by general co- 
operation in its enforcement is a sort of 
test or yardstick by which to guage the 
extent to which such legislation might pro- 
ceed; its non-enforeeability is the safety 
valve which comes into play when public 
opinion is not strong enough to support the 
pressure. Taking this view of the matter 
it is apparent that the reiterated ery for 
enforcement is but an exhortation that 
falls on calloused ears, and that the failure 
of this particular law is no more the fault 
of the people today, than the failure of the 
Stamp Act was the fault of those New 
England men who held a famous tea party 
in Boston Harbor a century and a half ago. 
Oppressive and unreasonable laws always 
will be unenforceable among liberty-loving 
people. But whatever may be the wisdom 
of any particular law of this nature, it 
must be admitted by every Constitutional 
lawyer that the right of the people to regu- 
late these matters from time to time in ac- 
eordanee with their ideas through their 
chosen representatives is a right which ad- 
heres in the republican form of govern- 
ment, and which should not be cut off for- 
ever by an amendment to the Charter 
which prescribes and guarantees that form 
of government.’’ 

These, of course, are only the views of 
members of a profession looked at askance, 
though occasionally with a somewhat con- 
descending commiseration, by a large pro- 
portion of the super-intensely religious 
teachers of the day, who, unless their utter- 
ances are Pieckwickian, will be _ heart- 
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breakingly disappointed in the next world 
if the members of their sister profession 
shall enjoy with them the raptures of the 
blest. 

But somehow these lawyers seem to me 
to portray more of the serene spirit of the 
Saviour than what we hear coming over the 
radio from many of the pulpits of today. 

And in passing, what has happened to 
the old motto that used to appear under 
the title of ‘‘The Messenger’’—‘‘ Mittel- 
maas die beste Strass?’? 

—T. A. Fenstermaker, 


HOW A SUNDAY SCHOOL CAN BE A 
RECRUITING AGENCY FOR THE 
CHRISTIAN COLLEGE 


The Sunday School is the field in which 
the most young people who are ambitious 
to better themselves are found. Here 
both spiritual and mental uplift are offer- 
ed. In most cases in our country, they 
can align themselves with it from their 
earliest youth. 

They will not, however, continue there 
very long unless they are sincere in their 
aim at self-improvement. When the youth 
has finished high school he must decide 
whether he is to be satisfied with what he 
has been enjoying, or whether he will seek 
new fields to conquer. The danger lies 
in the fact that the youth may be led to 
forget that he has been training both the 
mental and spiritual sides of his nature. 
If he does, he will seek enrollment in the 
school where the mental is emphasized to 
the detriment of the spiritual. To steer 
the young life safely past this hazard is 
the fine privilege of the Sunday School 
teacher, 

Thousands upon thousands of stalwart 
college graduates can refer to the time 
when some teacher in the Sunday School 
pointed the right way at the cross-roads 
in their lives, and there are very few who 
have ever amounted to anything who could 
not recount experiences similar to this one, 
If the teachers who are instrumental in 
choosing the right way for the world- 
famed could only hear their pupils’ words 
of praise, how happy they would be! When 
we remember that many of God’s greatest 
Servants never achieve worldly honor or 
praise, we ought to renew our zeal in the 
endeavor to point all, whether the great 
or the lowly, to the right road. Surely 
that path, in most cases, les through the 
Christian College Campus. 

—Prof. J. J. Hutchens, 

Trinity Church, Canton, O. 


HOW CAN A CONGREGATION INDUCE 
YOUNG PEOPLE TO ATTEND A 
CHRISTIAN COLLEGE (Epecially 

of our Reformed Church) FOR 
TRAINING IN CHRISTIAN 
LEADERSHIP? 


I am convinced that most of us have 
tried to believe that this is difficult of 
answer. The answer is easy, but difficult 
of attainment. 

‘‘Let the congregation have a ‘money- 
live’ interest in the college and the con- 
gregation’s boys and girls will clamor for 
entrance.’’ 

I have noted that all the fine talk about 
a Christian college passes by the wide- 
awake boy or girl, if only fine-talk talks. 
On the other hand if the institution is 
of such value that fathers and mothers 
in the congregation, as well as the leader- 
ship as a whole, are actually investing 
themselves and their money therein, young 
people do take notice. 

What is worth while to us is worth 
while to youth, even though youth may be 
developing superiority complexes these 
days. Most certainly what is of real value 
we are willing to have share our lives and 
our means, Youth knows this and nothing 
ean persuade her of our sincerity, as well 
as actual beliefs, quite as quickly as our 
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NOTICE 


Books of all publishers, partic- 
ularly those reviewed in this is- 
secured postpaid 


sue, can be 
through your Board. 
order to 


Send your 
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investments. Invest in your college. You 

can talk convincingly. The boys and girls 

will follow. —Orris W. Haulman. 
Grace Church, Akron, O, 


URSINUS COLLEGE 


The ‘‘Ursinus Bulletin’’ for the fourth 
quarter of 1928 contains reports by the 
president, vice-president, dean and treas- 
urer, full of encouragement to friends of 
the college. President Omwake reports an 
increased number of students entering 
each year. Standards of scholarship have 
been advancing; many more students ap- 
plied than were admitted. Effort is being 
made not only to select the group who 
shall enter, but to so direct their efforts 
in college by sympathetic guidance and en- 
couragement as to secure the best results. 

For many years Ursinus has had the 
group system, with an official advisor for 
each group. This year additional advisors 
were appointed for the freshmen, one for 
each 10 or 12 students. It is believed that 
more frequent personal contacts between 
teacher and student, thus made possible, 
will greatly help some to sueceed who oth- 
erwise might fail. Brodbeck and Curtis 
Dormitories, opened a year ago, increase 
the housing capacity of the college and 
establish new standards for student resi- 
dence. 

Efforts are now under way to provide a 
Woman’s Building and a new Science 
Building. It is sincerely hoped that these 
two objectives may soon be realized. The 
Tear campus has been put into splendid 
shape by building roads and paths and by 
planting trees and shrubbery. The re- 
ceipts on endowment during the past year 
aggregate $55,000, so that the total en- 
dowment on August 31 was $477,285. } 

From Vice-President J. M. S. Isenberg’s 
report it appears that 37 students in eol- 


‘lege are preparing for the Christian min- 


istry; 27 of them for work in the Re- 
formed Church, the other 10 for the min- 
istry in other Churches. Among 82 ehil- 
dren of alumni in college, 27 are children 
of ministers. During the year Dr. Isen- 
berg accepted 141 speaking engagements 
and made 333 calls on graduates and 
friends. Through his office there came gifts 
or pledges for various purposes totaling 
$20,770. Ursinus now has 45 endowed schol- 
arships, having a total value of $72.000. 
There is great need for more scholarships, 
in sums from $2,000 to $5.000, to help de- 
serving students to meet the rising cost of 
education. Next February will be the 60th 
anniversary of the college’s founding, 
which is to be observed in a fitting way. 

Gifts and pledges for specific purposes, 
listed in both the report of the president 
and vice-president, indicate a prosperous 
year financially. : 

Dean Kline reports a total student en- 
rollment of 460, with a faculty of 30 mem- 
bers. 214 are women and 246 are men— 
an advance of 6 over the previous year. 
The total number admitted was 157, the 
number graduating last spring was 75. 
Pennsylvania leads in the number of stu- 
dents. 384: New Jersey is represented by 
68; Ohio, 4; New York. 2: New Hamonshire, 
1, and Conneeticut. 1. Montgomery County 
naturally has the largest renresentation, 
103. followed by the surrounding counties 
—Philadelphia, Delaware, Chester, Lehigh, 
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Messenger Scripture Text 
Calendar for 1929 


New Pictures by old Masters col- 
lected at great expense and repro- 
duced from the originals in the 
world’s greatest art galleries. 

Three Months at a Glance on each 
page! Added to our monthly eal- 
endar with the big figures and 
scripture text for each day are two 
small calendars for the preceding 
and following months, 

Descriptive Story written in a 
beautiful manner just below each 
picture, giving you a complete un- 
derstanding of all subjects used. 

It is a highly artistic production— 
the most complete sacred calendar 
published. 

Every head of a home, every mem- 
ber of a family recognizes the im- 
portance of a daily Christian influ- 
ence in the home such as the Mes- 
senger Scripture Text Calendar im- 
parts. 

It includes scriptural quotations 
for each day and Sunday School ref- 
erences for each week. 

It is endorsed by Pastors and 
Biblical teachers everywhere. 


Special Price 
20c Each Postpaid 


Publication and S. S. Board Reformed 
Church 


1505 Race Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 


Schuylkill, Berks, Bucks, Northampton and 
York—with large representation. The num- 
ber of day students is 74. 

The religious complexion of the student 
body is: 140 Reformed, 72 Methodist, 69 
Presbyterian, 385 Lutheran, 24 Roman 
Catholic, 24 Episcopalian, 20 Baptist, 13 
Evangelical, 6 Friends, 6 Jewish; the oth- 
ers represent smaller groups, while 16 have 
not signified their affiliation with any 
Church. 

Two additions to the faculty were made 
this year—Norman E. McClure, Ph. D., as 
associate professor of English, and Har- 
vey L. Carter, A. M., instructor in His- 
tory and English. 

Ursinus is very fortunate to have as 
treasurer Mr. E, S. Fretz, an outstanding 
Reformed layman who assumed office three 
years ago. His accounts were properly 
audited by Wm. H. MeDade, accountants 
and auditors. In addition to the endow- 
ment (previously referred to as $477,285), 
there are other assets, such as plant and 
current assets, which bring the total up to 
$1, 885,071.56, The Treasurer’s report, aside 
from the balance sheet, embraces 7 sched- 
ules. Persons interested in these reports 
may secure copies by addressing the col- 


lege office. 
—J. M. §S. I. 


CATAWBA COLLEGE RESUMES 
ACTIVITIES 


After 17 days of the holiday season, Ca- 
tawba College resumed its scholastic ac- 
tivities on Jan. 7, The Rey. Milton White- 
ner, secretary of the college, gave a fine 
talk in chapel on that morning. The theme 
of his talk encireled 3 major words, ‘‘ For- 
get, Forecast and Focus.’’ He urged the 
student body first, to forget all the un- 
pleasant events which might have occurred 
in their lives in the past year. Then he 
emphasized the importance of forecasting 
into the future. ‘«Finally,’’? he said, 
‘¢Foeus your attention upon your work in 
such a manner that success will be sure to 
crown your every effort.’’ 
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Miss Augusta Lantz, the registrar, called 
to the attention of everyone the fact that 
the first semester of everyone be completed, 
and that the final examinations were but 
2 weeks off. She urged the students to 
recognize this fact, and be prepared when 
the time came. 


Everyone seemed to be happy after a 
vacation which was nearly 8 weeks in 
length, and to look forward to a prosperous 
New Year. 
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Miss Greta P, Hinkle, Editor, 416 Schaff 
Building, Phila., Pa. 


Mrs. E. B. Matteson, of Ebenezer, N. Y., 
writes: ‘‘Our society is progressing in 
every way. We now have twenty-seven 
honorary members. The society is plan- 
ning to study the book, ‘‘Friends of 
Africa,’’?’ when the proper time arrives. 

Mrs. Diehm was the speaker at our 
T. O. Service, the whole of which was in 
charge of the W. M. S., and I certainly 
was proud of our ladies. The offering was 
$205.49. Have we not reasons to rejoice? 


Miss Sue E. Willard, Thank Offering sec- 
retary of the W. M. S. of Christ Church, 
Latrobe, as well as the other members of 
the society, is delighted to report a Thank 
Offering of $125, 


Notice: All correspondence for presi- 
dent of Gettysburg Classical Society 
should be addressed to Mrs. J. E. Renoll, 
Box 225, Hanover, Pa., instead of Mrs, F, 
8. Bromer. 


Notice from publishers of ‘‘Every- 
land’’: Last opportunity to purchase 
“<«Everyland.’? 


We still have for sale the following 
numbers of ‘‘Everyland’’ published dur- 
ing the last seven years with Mrs. Pea- 
body as editor. The stories and pictures 
are just as valuable now as the month 
they first appeared. Seven Bound Vol- 
umes—1922 through 1928—$10.00 a set. 
We do not break the sets, as we have only 
a few—‘‘first come, first served.’? Un- 
bound Years—1922, 1923, 1924, 1925, 1926, 
1927, 1928—at $1.00 a year. You may have 
them all for $7.00, or any years you choose 
at $1.00 a year. 1922, 1923, 1924 contain 
ten numbers (August and September were 
omitted for those years). 1925, 1926, 1927, 
1928 contain eleven numbers (July-August 
being a double number). Single copies at 
10¢ a copy are available as follows: 1925— 


July-August, September, October, Novem- 
ber, December. 1926—January, February, 
March, April, May, July-August, Septem- 
ber, October, November and December (no 
June). 1927—all numbers. 1928—all ex- 
cept March and April. Of those previous 
to 1925 we have a few scattering copies. 
If you need one or two to complete your 
file, tell us the date and we will send it 
if we can. We are trying to close ‘‘Every- 
land’s’’ business promptly and honorably. 
If you can use back numbers, please help 
us by ordering early and generously. This 
is the only stock on hand anywhere. After 
these are sold you will have no further op- 
portunity to procure this worth-while sup- 
plementary material. All orders should be 
addressed to Miss M. H. Leavis, agent, 
Box 4, North Cambridge, Mass. 


Notice: All correspondence for presi- 
dent of St, Paul’s Classical Society should 
be addressed to Mrs, Henry Iffert, R. 47, 
Greenville, Pa., instead of Mrs. Alfred J, 
Herman. 


Notice: All correspondence for the See- 
retary of Organization and Membership 
of Wyoming Classical Society should be 
addressed to Miss Myra E. Hilliard, 703 
Elm Street, Watsontown, Pa., instead of 
Miss Carrie Ten Broeck. 


World Day of Prayer Programs 


‘*That They All May Be One’? is the 
title of the program for the World Day of 
Prayer, February 15, 1929. Price, 2¢ each, 
for any number under 100; $1.75 per 100 
and over. ‘‘Call to Prayer,’’ as long as 
they last, free. Day of Prayer Poster, 10¢ 
each, 


SYMPOSIUM: WHY I AM GLAD 
I CHOSE A CHURCH SCHOOL 


(Continued from page 2) 


in religious matters as he chooses, com- 
pulsory attendance at chapel and vesper 
services has meant to me the forming of 
the habit of not pushing my religion into 
the remotest cubby hole of my mind, If I 
had not attended the services every day I 
would have missed some valuable religious 
experiences. I would not have shared the 
inspiration of wiser and richer hearts than 
mine, through whose influence I shall come 
to the place where I may well choose 
whether I shall seek such religious con- 
tacts. The Church college will have done 
this for me. That is why I am glad I 
came to a Church college. 
Dorothy Richardson, 1931, 
Hood College. 


In its attempt to give each student a 
broad vision in preparation for his future 
work, the college has an enormous re- 
sponsibility. It is easy for the new stu- 
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D C ION | dent, in a strange environment, to forget 
K [ ey \ I l \ to attend Church regularly. The Church 
x college realizes that to develop the maxi- 
C i | JMEN mum possibilities within a student it must 
: = = emphasize the religious as well as the 
Theological Seminary of the Reformed mental side of life. With its regular re- 
Church in the U. S., Lancaster, Pa. quired vesper service, for instance, it gives 
rhis is the oldest of the educational institu- each student the opportunity to profit by 
tions of the Reformed Chuich. It is conducted a contact with the best that religion can 
by the three (English) Eastern Synods. The offer. At the same time, Church institu- 
Professors, members of the Board of Visitors ; 2 4 f 
and members of the Board of Trustees ara  tiONS are not confined to one) denomina- 
elected by the Synods. It provides a course tion, but rather tend to cast creed and 
of three years. It has a faculty of eight form aside in favor of mutual understand- 
Professors and Instructors. It also offers a a ea aa bo ets ace: 
post-graduate course of two years, leading to ing. This undermines prejudice and works 
the degree of Bachelor of Divinity. Tuition is toward a true brotherhood of man. 
free. ° 5 
For eatalogue or information address the Catherine Schreiber, 1930, 
President, Hood College, 
REY. GEO. W. RICHARDS, D. D., LL. D., 


Lancaster, Pa. 


Franklin and Marshall 
College 


Lancaster, Pa. 


Offers Liberal Courses in The Arts and 
Sciences 


Campus of fifty-four acres with seven- 
teen buildings, including thoroughly 
equipped Dormitories, Auditorium, Science 
Building, Library, Observatory, Gymnas- 
ium and Complete Athletic Field. 

A college whose edueational policy rests 
on a sound cultural basis and is developed 
in broad sympathy with the needs of the 
present day. 


For Catalogue address: 


HIBINEY SecA ein. DD Liles 
President. 


- Ursinus College 
George L. Omwake, LL. D., President 
Scholarships and Loan Funds are 
needed to help deserving students meet 
the increased cost of education. Two 
Thousand to Ten Thousand Dollars will 
endow a scholarship in perpetuity. The 
principal is safely invested and the inter- 
est only used to provide aid. Few forms 
of benefaction yield returns more 
promptly or certainly. 
Write for booklet, ‘““Lasting Memorials”, 
and other information. 
J. M. S. Isenberg, D. D., Vice-President 
’ Collegeville, Pennsylvania 


The Mercersburg 
Academy 


Thorough instruction; college prepar- 
atory work being especially successful. 
Personal interest is taken in each boy, 
the aim being to inspire in every pupil 
the lofty ideals of thorough scholarship, 
broad attainments, sound judgment and 
Christian manliness. For catalogue and 
further information, address ' 


BOYD EDWARDS, D. D., 8. 7. D. 


Headmaster, Mercersburg, Pa. 


Hood College 


For Young Women 
FREDERICK, MARYLAND 

A fully accredited member of the 
American Association of University Wo- 
men. Standard courses: A.B., B.S. in 
Home Economics, and B.M. in Music. 
Practical courses in Education, English 
Speech and Art. Ten buildings fully 
equipped for thorough work and modern 
housing. Suburban site of 125 acres. Our 
own garden and dairy. For catalog and 
book of views, apply 


JOSEPH H. APPLE, LL.D., President 


Unquestionably college days are those 
during which one comes in contact with 
influences and circumstances which are im- 
portant in determining future ideals. A 
Christian college exerts an influence which, 
though perhaps not obvious, has its im- 
pression-making effect on the spiritual life 
of its students. Such is the character of 
Hood with its delightful Y, W. C. A. meet- 
ings, inspiring vesper services conducted 
by ministers of note, and devotional chapel 
service several times a week, supplemented 
by a thorough and required course in Bib- 
lical literature. All of these factors serv- 
ing as spiritual inspirations, acquired at 
Hood because it is a Church college, have 
stayed with me and are a valuable influ- 
ence at the present time. 

Sara L. Myton, 
Hood College Alumna, Class of 1924. 


I attend one of our Church schools be- 
cause of the spirit that prevails in such 
an institution, because of the training, out- 
side of the regular academic course, which 
counts much in making a boy worth while 
—training in the simple virtues of dili- 
gence, patience, thrift, self-denial, deter- 
mination, industry and persistence. Such 
a school also teaches a student honestly 
and earnestly to live the simple life, to 
do everything to a complete finish, to be 
on the square in every transaction, to be 
true to his friends, to have a helpful and 
accommodating attitude to those about 
him, to be a good citizen, and, above all, 
to be a Christian gentleman. 

R. H. Moore, 
F. and M. Academy, ’30. 

I regard it a great privilege to be able 
to attend a school conducted under the 
auspices of our Church. The religious at- 
mosphere of such a school is different from 
that of another school because the class of 
boys attending it are likely to see and 
appreciate the right side of life. When- 
ever I return from my school and asso- 
ciate with my friends in discussing school 
life, I realize more and more the advan- 
tages I enjoy in my school. The experi- 
ence gained, the fellowship formed, and 
the spiritual visions received in the home- 
like Christian atmosphere in our school 
life have been of such value to me per- 


‘sonally that I feel sure that I would be 


a less efficient member of society without 
a Chureh school training, 
Frederick W. Shafer, 
F. and M. Academy, ’29. 


The intimate associations and friend- 
ships which were formed in the Church 
school and college which I attended have 
been growing more worth while during the 
years since I left them, because of the 
additional points of contact within the 
Church. The influence of the teachers in 
the Church school seems to be more far- 
reaching than that of teachers in other 
institutions of learning. The courses pur- 
sued in philosophy and ethics in college 
have left their stamp upon my life to this 
day. I do not believe that courses are 
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Cedar Crest College 
The Reformed Church 


ALLENTOWN, PENNA. 
WILLIAM F. CURTIS, Litt. D. 
President 
A. B. and B. 8. Degrees 


Religious Education and Social Service es- 
pecially commended by our Church leaders. 
Exceptional Opportunities for Permanent 
Investments. Confer with the President 
or his Field Associate, Rev. George W. 
Spotts, Telford, Pa. 


Franklin and Marshall 
Academy 


Pennsylvania 


Lancaster 


A College Preparatory School for Boys 


Entered more than 1000 boys to some 
70 colleges in the last 28 years. Fine 
school home, thorough work and helpful 
supervision. Moderate cost. 


Send for illustrated catalogue. 
EDWIN M. HARTMAN, A. M. Pd.D., 
Principal 


Catawba College 
Salisbury, N.C. 


Now A MEMBER OF THE 
ASSOCIATION OF COLLEGES 
AND SECONDARY SCHOOLS 


OF THE SOUTHERN STATES 


—_—_—_—_—_———— 


offered with the same effect in undenomi- 
national institutions. The devotional ex- 
ercises in the chapel, and the Sunday sery- 
ices where one of the professors usually 
preached, emphasized Christian ideals 
which have been of great comfort and in- 
fluence in my life and work. 
John A. Hollinger, 
F. and M. Academy, ’99. 
F. and M, College, ’03. 


I am glad that I attended a Church 
school: 

1. Because the Church school preserves 
and develops the innate religious resources 
of the pupil; because it properly appraises 
the pupil’s religious home and Church 
training, developing these for the ever- 
enlarging interests and duties of life. 

2. Because the Church school regards 
highly my religious life—I found a zeal- 
ous and personal interest in the discipline 
of my motives and morals. In morals and 
religion, the Chureh school makes a con- 
tribution to the character of the pupil be- 
yond the limited possibilities of the pub- 
lie school. 

3. Because the Church school is a living 
evidence of one of the larger life inter- 
ests of the Christian Church which through 


the institution develops unusual loyalties 


to the Church itself. 
D. J. Wetzel, 
F. and M. Academy, ’08. 
F. and M, College, ’12. 
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I am glad I attended a Chureh college 
because I might otherwise have possessed 
a distorted idea of such an institution, 


thinking it a place where sectarianism 
was ever more and more, and real edu- 
cation less and less. My own experience 


has taught me that a denomination may 
sponsor an institution of learning with 
complete saneness and safety. During my 
four years at college neither instruction 
nor religion ever encroached upon the 
proper preserves of the other. 

This, of course, implies that I am not 
one who believes that education should 
ever be circumscribed to fit the ideas of 
my sect. Nor am I of the opinion that a 
college necessarily possesses additional 
merit merely because it happens to be 
sponsored by a Church. How effectively it 
is accomplishing its purpose should be the 
great criterion. 

J. Leroy Miller, ’20, 
Ursinus College. 
(Author and Magazine Writer.) 


Since the time of my graduation from 
college, the major portion of my activities 
has been devoted to baseball, both as 
player and coach. To the casual observer, 
it may seem rather strange that one in 
such a profession should be interested in 
Christian education. However, there are 
three very forceful reasons why I am 
glad that I attended a Church college, and 
they may prove of interest to others. 

1. There is a wholesome atmosphere sur- 
rounding a Christian college which makes 
itself felt in the class room, the dormi- 
tory, and on the athletic field. It is the 
governor which maintains the poise and 
pbalanee of the wheel of college activities. 

2. The teachings, as propounded in the 
elass room, are tempered with an influ- 
ence which tends to strengthen rather than 
destroy that faith in hieher things with 
which we entered the college halls. 

3. A student who attends a college 
which has high ideals, to be successful, 
must necessarily become a part of, and 
absorb to some extent, the teachings of the 
prescribed curriculum. Hence, to me such 
a college today is a glaring signpost on 
the highway of educational endeavor, 
pointing the way. not to materialism, and 
its various ramifieations, but to higher 
jdeals of living and better service to our 
God and our fellow man. 

Russell C. Johnson, ’16, 
Ursinus College. 


(Pitcher for the Athletics and 
the Baltimore Orioles.) 


The advantages of a Church school to 
me, besides education, were manifested 
chiefly in fixing in me a respect for re- 
ligion and all that religion stands for. 
The Church school atmosphere is good for 
a young man to breathe, to instill in him 
a reverence for law and order, and to 
create in him a desire for the ideals in- 
corporated in the teachings of Christianity. 
It makes you give every man a square 
deal and the Golden Rule becomes the 
standard by which you measure your ac- 
tions in later life. What the nation needs 
today is a revival of reverence, of faith, 
of respect to authority, and the estab- 
lished institutions of religion, 

I believe the Church school offers these 
things better and more earnestly than any 
other. The Church that stands for prog- 
ress in Christian ideals and the Church 
school that teaches these ideals, while at 
the same time it gives us an education 
equal to the high standard of other insti- 
tutions of learning, deserves our support, 
I am not only glad, but thankful, that I 
had the opportunity to attend a Church 
college. 

Dr. A. U. Jorris, 


Former student at Mission House 


College, eight years on Wisconsin 

Board of Medical Examiners, and 

President State Osteopathic Asso. 
La Crosse, Wis. 


If I should tell a little of what I owe 
to the influences of the Mission House 
someone may suspect or discover that I 
am an old-timer, one who talks about times 
fifty years ago. Admitted, but observe 
that I am still teaching a class of older 
boys in Sunday School, and am keeping 
young with them. 

I am an executive in a large corporation, 
but among my most cherished possessions 
are the recollections and the influences of 
my teachers and associates of those early 
days. It is not the science, history or lit- 
erature which they taught us that we re- 
member them by, but their faith and life 
in the sight of God and before men. We 
fondly think of them as Christian charac- 
ters. I was speaking of this to a lawyer, 
much younger than I, at the lunch table 
recently, and it drew from him a story of 
the influence of his college (Ripon), a 
Church school also, the recollection of 
which as he told about it moved him very 


deeply. And, by the way, he there met the 
two and a daughter of one of our 
former professors of the Mission House, 
as they continued their studies at Ripon, 
and of them he spoke in terms of great 
admiration of their characters and abil- 
ity. What the lawyer and I had in com- 
mon in this exchange of experiences is not 
an accumulation of knowledge, but the 
values to which we will return again and 


sons 


again, as one goes to what is one’s home. 
Ewald Haase, 
Graduate, Mission House College. 


BOOK REVIEWS 


Doran’s Minister’s Manual, a Study and 
Pulpit Guide for 1929, by Dr. G. B. F. 
Hallock. 689 pp. $2.00 net. Doubleday, 
Doran & Co., Ine. y 


This is the fourth annual volume of this 
useful book, surely one of the handiest 
that any minister can have at his elbow. 
It is simply remarkable that Dr. Hallock 
is able to gather so much suggestive ma- 
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terial for all sorts of occasions. Pastors 

are kept so busy these days that some such O y | VY Kimberton. 
stimulus to thought seems indispensable. B T / ( nF k 

It is not necessary to use such a book as 

a erutch; it can be made just what it (Continued from Page 23) 

claims to be, a guide and helper, and its 


author evidently knows just what minis- 
ters will most need and appreciate, 


—E. 


The Church School Hymnal for Youth, 
edited by Calvin W. Laufer, D. D., 417 
pp., price $1.00 (80¢ in quantities. West- 
minster Press. 

Junior Church School Hymnal, edited by 
Calvin W. Laufer, D. D., 262 pp. Teach- 
er’s edition, $1.25; pupil’s edition, 90¢e. 
Presbyterian Coard of Christian Educa- 
tian. 

The Smaller Hymnal, edited by Dr. Louis 
F. Benson, $1.25 ($1.00 per hundred). 
Presbyterian Board of Christian Educa- 
tion. 


The New Cokesbury Hymnal, edited by 
Charles C. Washburn. Cloth, 50¢ ($45 
per 100); manila covers, 35¢ ($30 per 
100). Cokesbury Press. 

Here are four recent hymnals of out- 
standing value. The first is pre-eminently 
‘a pook of worship’’ fitted to the needs 
of the Chureh School. The second is in- 
tended for Juniors. The third and fourth 
are for general use. .All have well-selected 
responsive readings, and Dr. Laufer is to 
be commended for the excellent worship 
programs, prayers and religious poems he 
has gathered. Here are books worthy of 
sympathetic study. : 


The Philosophy of Religion. By Edward 
E. Richardson. Philadelphia: The Jud- 
son Press, 

The aim of this book as stated in the 
introduction is ‘‘to show the finality of 
Christianity, to set forth the teaching of 
trinitarianism and put it upon a philoso- 
phical and logical basis, and to indicate 
some of the unsound philosophical or ra- 
tional positions that other religions have 
and which are indicative of their power- 
lessness and hopelessness as applied to 
human life.’’ , 

Needless to say, in the light of this 
pronouncement, the approach of the book 
is wholly dogmatic. The author has been 
a physician and teacher of anatomy and is 
now a teacher of’ philosophy. To this re- 
viewer, the most intriguing problem raised 
by the book is: How could it be written 
by a man with such a history? 

But human personality is amazingly com- 
plex. It is a platitude to say that we 
must take it as we find it. In every crowd 
there jostle one another men of all the 
centuries. Probably in our mental homes 
we all have rooms with period furnishings 
stretching back from the present to 
mediaeval days or beyond. At any rate, 
in his philosophy and theology the author 
of this book is living two or three hun- 
dred years ago. 

He paints only in black and white. 
Christianity is all good, the non-Christian 
faiths all bad. This thesis is set forth in 
sixteen condensed dogmatic propositions, 
every one of which would be denied or 
debated not only by the non-Christians but 
also by the urbane Christian who has some 
understanding of the workings of the hu- 
man mind. To say, for example, as the 
author does, that Judaism or Islam are 
ethically and spiritually powerless, is to 
eliminate oneself as an interpreter of life 
from any competent court. Certainly the 
book ean not be conscientiously recom- 
mended to any one who is seeking for a 
way of escape from the dogmatic slumber 
which has always retarded our under- 
standing of our fellow men of other faiths. 

—J. A, Mac, 


MRS. ELLEN HELSER 


Mrs. Ellen Helser, of St. Paul’s congrega- 
tion, Clear Spring, Md., passed to her 
eternal reward after a prolonged illness. 
She was born in Columbia, Pa., on Nov. 
10, 1875, the daughter of Charles and Em- 
ma Evans. On Jan. 18, 1898, she was 
united in marriage to Solomon Helser, who 
preceded her in death 15 years ago, To 
this union were born 3 children, Mrs. 
Ralph Kretzer of Cleveland, O.; Mary and 
Solomon at home, She is also survived 
by 2 brothers: Mr, T. C. Evans, Harris- 
burg, Pa.; and Mr. James A. Evans, Phila., 
Pa., and 2 sisters: Mrs. James Cleland, 
Columbia, Pa.; and Mrs. H. W. Holmes, 
Chester, Pa. 

In her death Clear Spring lost a kind, 
helpful, and public spirited citizen, the 
Reformed Church a devoted, efficient, loyal 
and benevolent friend. As long as her 
strength would permit, she was a teacher 
in the Sunday School. At the time of her 
death she was President of the Women’s 
Missionary Society, Treasurer of the Sun- 
day School and Secretary of the Rural 
Woman’s Club of Clear Spring. 

The funeral service was conducted from 
her late home, Jan, 5, by her pastor, Rev. 
C. E. Whetstone, assisted by the Rev. 
George Graff of the Episcopal Church of 
Chambersburg, Pa. C. E. W. 


MRS. MARY ALLISON TITZELL 


The death of Mrs. Mary Allison Titzel, 
widow of Rev. John M. Titzel, D. D., 
late pastor of the First Church, Lancaster, 


Penna., on Sunday, January 6th, in 
the General Hospital, Lancaster, Pa., 
was a great shock to her family and 


many friends. Mrs. Titzel was the daugh- 
ter of Robert and Matilda Allison, de- 
ceased, Emittsburg Md., and was born Oct. 
11, 1849, She is survived by her daugh- 
ter, M. Helen, teacher in The Shippen 
School for Girls, who lived with her 
mother in Lancaster, Pa., and John M., 
of Radnor, Pa. She was descended from 
the celebrated Greer family of the Pres- 
byterian Chureh; and her mother was first 
cousin to Mr. Brackenridge, Vice-President 
of the U. S., when James Buchanan was 
President. She was married to Rev. John 
M. Titzel, D. D., August 12, 1873, by Rev. 
A. B, Kremer, in the Church of the In- 
carnation, Emittsburg, Md., when Dr. Tit- 
zel was pastor of the Reformed Church 
in Irwin, Pa. Mrs. Titzel was the beloved 
pastor’s wife in the following charges 
served by Dr. Titzel: Irwin; Trinity, Al- 
toona, Pa., and First, Lancaster, Pa. Her 
simple faith, modest and guileless per- 
sonality, and beautiful Christian character 
won her a place in the sincere affections 
of the people where she lived. The funeral 
service was held in her home, 571 W. 
Lemon St., Laneaster, Pa., and conducted 
by her pastor, Rev. W. Stuart Cramer, 
D, D., successor to her late husband, who 
was assisted by Rev. C. D. Spotts. The 
Consistory of the First Church and friends 
were the active and honorary pall-bearers. 
Her remains were interred in Greenwood 
Cemetery, Lancaster, Pa., in the family lot 
where her husband and son, Edgar, are 
buried. —W. S. C. 


ULYSSES S. GRANT RAPP 


Ulysses S. Grant Rapp, son of George 
A, and Andorn Yeager Rapp. was born in 
East Pikeland, Chester County, Penna., on 
Nov, 11, 1865. He was married to Mary 
Detweiler, their union being blessed with 
the following surviving children: Irma, 
wife of Milton Clevenstine, Kimberton; 
Howard, of Elverson; Leighton, Philadel- 


phia; Vernon, living on the homestead at 
Mr. Rapp departed this life 
after an illness of only 6 days from pleura- 
pneumonia on Sunday, Nov. 25, 1928, aged 
63 years and 14 days. Besides the wife 
and children, 14 grandchildren also sur- 
vive. On more than one occasion Mr. and 
Mrs. Rapp pointed with just pride to the 
fact that all their grandchildren were pres- 
ent at a morning Church service. Mr. 
Rapp was director of the choir and leader 
of music in the Sabbath School for many 
years. In this capacity as well as a mem- 
ber of the Board of Trustees of the Church 
his place will be hard to fill. He attended 
Sabbath School, morning worship and the 
Thank Offering service of the missionary 
society on Sunday, Nov. 17. The next day 
he was stricken and his unexpected pass- 
ing away is a testimony of the frailty of 
life. Funeral services were held on Wed- 
nesday, Nov, 28th in St. Vincent Church, 
of which he was a life long member, and 
were largely attended. The pastor, Rev. 
J. G. Kerschner, had charge and preached 
the sermon. He was assisted by the Rev. 
Carl Petri, a former pastor, of Skippack. 
By request, the hymns were read by Miss 
Carrie M, Kerschner. The family mourns 
the loss of a kind and loving husband, 
father and ‘‘granddaddy’’; the pastor a 
warm, personal friend, and the congrega- 
tion a faithful and loyal member. ‘‘ Blessed 
are the dead who die in the Lord.’? 


— JoiGa iss 


JOHN TEEL 


John Teel, born March 18, 1842, near 
Pen Argyl, Pa., died Nov. 9, 1928, at 
Shippensburg, Pa. Services were held at 
the home of his son, Lewis Teel, on Sun- 
day afternoon, Nov, 11th, in charge of Rey. 
H. D. Althouse, pastor of Grace Church, 
of which Church Mr. Teel was a member. 
The following Monday afternoon services’ 
were held in St. Mark’s Church, Easton, 
Pa., with Revs, Allan Meck and D. J. 
Wetzel officiating. 


Mr. Teel was educated at Bethlehem 
Academy, and taught school for several 
years, He was confirmed at an early age, 
and was a regular attendant at S. S. for 
79 years and served as a 8S, 8S. Superintend- 
ent for many years. At various times he 
also served as Choir Leader and Organist 
in a number of County Churches. 


He missed only two ecommunions dur- 
ing his long life and these absences were 
due to illness. As an Elder he attended 
many of the sessions of the Classes and 
the Synods and was twice a delegate to — 
the General Synod. 


Mr. Teel was an unusual character. He 
stood above most of his fellows—like a 
mountain with a higher summit, a flower 
with a sweeter perfume, sunrise with 
an added glory. The pastor in his sermon 
spoke of him as a man who, like Enoch, 
walked with God. Religion to him was the 
whole of life. Great was his zeal for 
Christ and the Chureh! He never missed 
a mid-week service or a regular service. 
When called upon he was always willing to 
serve, He could truly say, 


“‘T love Thy Church, O God 
The house of Thine abode.’’ 


Mr. Teel was a lover of musie, 
a member of Grace Chureh Choir for 13 
years. He loved to sing the songs of 
Zion. In spite of his advanced age he 
frequently sang solos and delighted and 
inspired everyone who heard him. He was 
known as the ‘‘Boy Soloist’’ of the Church. 
He was one of the organizers and for many 
years the leader of the old time singing 
schools held in Northampton Co. 

Those who knew Grandpa Teel, for thus 
he was popularly called, will never forget 
him. He had hosts of friends. They will 
never forget the singer nor his songs. His 
life itself was a song—sweet, grand, and — 
beautiful. ; —H. D. A. 
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